
House of the Lord.
This iB where the passover was to be observ.

cd. Froin the time of the setting up of the
images nt Dan and Betiiel after the division
of the kingdom, but fow of the house of Israei
haci visited Jerusalent to worship.

Keep the Pasaover.
This great relîgious festival had. not been

observeci with any regularity for a very long
time by tho Hebrew nation, on account of the
division of the kingdoni and the unhappy re-
sitîts which followed that division. It was the
earnest desire of Hezekiah to see this great
national festival re-establisheci. The leaders
of his own k ingdonx having heartiiy approveci
of his proposai, the necessary stepe 'were taken
to secure its observance wîth becoming solemn-
nity by the nation as a whole.

2. Second month.
The appointeci tiine for the observance of

the feast vas the 14th day o! the first month.
It being judged impossible tiiat the temple,
the priests andi people coulci be ail duly sancti-
ficd in time for that date, instead of postpon-
ing the feast for i whole year it was resolved
to take acivantage of a provision in the law o!
observance, Num. 9: - -13; wvbereby indîvi-
duals who were not able te observe the feast
at the right tîme could observe it on the four
teenth day of the second month.

5. Ettabllshed a Decree.
The proclamation for the observance of the

festival, wouid have authority throughoutHeze-
kiah's own kingdom, but the permission
of the king of Israel wvould require tc be
secured before notices could be circulateci
in that kingdom. While Hoshea was not
religiously inclined, he was more favorable te
religious liberty than any of bis predecessors,
andi front what foliowed it is evident that bis
permission was secured.

6. Poste went.
Runners or royal messengers, well mounteci,

each covering a certain district, 'when the
messages would be taken on by others.

Turn again.
The proclamation of the king was accom-

panied by a inost earnesb personal message
front the king calling the people to repentance.
In this message ho not only urges the people
te, attend te the worship and service o! God.as
a reiigious duty, but sets forth the great avax,.-
tae whicb would. foUlow a return, i a true

spirit of penitence, te tho faithfui observance
of ail that pertains te the wor8hip of Jehovah.

Rom nant.
This termn manifests the fact that Assy-

rian invaders haci been makin, expeditions
again-it Israel and bnci carried niany of the peo-
pie into foreign exile.

7. To desola'tion.
In chapter 29-8 we have revealeci the sad

consequences of thd neglect anci deray of reli-
gion in tixeir midst. To this is te, be traced
ail their calaraities. Goci in his dispîcasure
had given them over to trouble, te, the sword,
te captivity.

StIfinecked as your fathers.-Their
fathers had been a provoking people, ever
since, they camne out of Egypt. At Horeb
they miade a caîf and yvorshippedi it. Their
apostasy and idolatry was their ruin. Re
pleacis with .thom that they wil not let their
corrupt mincis anci stubborn wills continue in
rebellion against the will of (led.
Yld yourselves unto tho Lord.-

If we are te enter inte communion with (led,lit is necessary that we enter înio covenant
with hîm. " Yîeld to him," te be at his coni.
niand, at bis disposaI, te do or suifer bis will.

Il ye return .- Return te Goci in the wvay
of duty and worshîp, will result in a visitation
of God in niercy andi compassion. Tbose who
seek te worship, anci serve Goci will find him
merciful, gracious, andi full of co.mpassion.

Laughed themn to scorn.-IIt is not
surprising, that, after the Ion --continued neg-
lect of the worship anci service of God, an
attempt te revive the passover festival would
in many casesl be treateci with ridicule andi the
cali to observe it treateci with indifférence.

Divers came to Jerusale m.-Many from
tbe very districts 'where the messengers were
insulteci andci ll-used, accepteci gladly the in-
vitation. In the kingdon i~f Judah the feel-
ing was unanimous andi emihupinstic, anid the
delight very nxarked in view of the festival.
In Israel, whiie not se0 marked in their readi-
ness to fall in with this sorvice, yet there
was a willingness te comply. The religious
division between the two kingdoms bad been
greatiy modified by the removal of tbe golden
calves, the one at Dan by Tiglath-Pileser, anci
the one at Bethel by Shalmauezer.

As a con8equence of this modification, many
from. the kingdoni of Israel ixac re8mneci their
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