18

SUPPLEMENT TO “OUR MISSION UNION.”

the Sabbath school and Le applied to the trustees to
have a few benches removed. They would not have i,
Those benches had been so almost ever since they could
remember, and so they had got to stay. Change the
seats a little, if it is going to help you tu break up stiff-
ness, and get the meeting cut of arut. Iave a praise
meeting now and agan. .\ man once said, “1Ilived on
Grumble-street nearly all my life, but 1 moved over into
Thanksgiving-street, and I tell you it is a goud deal
pleasanter locality.” 1 know a minister who has taken
charge of a congregation in New England., He could
not get the meeting out of the rut. They had been going
on in the same old way for ever so long ; got the ruts
worn :0 deep, the people had lost sight of one another.
He gave out un Sunday merning that there would not be
the usual prayer meeting on Friday night, but that in its
place they w.uld have a praise meeting. One deacon
asked another if the ycuny pastor hud censulted h'm
about not having a prayer meetinyg, and they found he
had not consulted any of them. They thuught he was
taking great liberties and they called upon him in his
rcom.  He told them they hiad been laving prayer meet-
ings for a long time, and he though: a praise meeting
would be a good thirg. They asked him what lie meant
by a priise meeting so long since they Liad had any-
thing f that kind.  You see, they had furgotten what it
was. The meeting was held. The pastor read cne of
the Psalms of David and called upon any vne who had
anything to praise God fir to let their feelings Le knouwas.
One by one they began to rise, all stiffiness was gone, wnd
af.er the meeting was over, instead of eacli une guing
away as quickly as he could, the people stayed, and
shook hands with one another, and said what a grand
meeting they had had, and said they believed the Lord
would revive His work. e had revived it already, for
lie had revived them. Our meeting in Chicago got
into the rut, and [ gave it out that we would have a
romise meeting, ard I told the people to bring me prom-
1ses out of the Bible, yiving tu eacls person a book, and
so we had the whole Bible gone over in a week. It was
one of the most extraordinary meetings 1 ever attended.
I tell you, it waked me up. I had no idea before there
were so many promises in the Bible. We heard from
the patriarchs, the psalmist, the apostles. It was a most
extraordinary meeting. The prayer meeting can be
made the most interesting of the whole work. It is my
privilege to belong tu a (hurchi in which the prayer
meeting is larger than the church, and has been fo
twenty years.
used 10 meet before prayer meeticg, take tea togzcther,
and have prayer and go to the prayer meetir 2 toge.ler.
We were all agreed, and we used to keep back and let
the young people take part, or strangers, and if there was
a pause we were ready. There w s no need to wige the
people to sise.  There were often three or four tiying ot
the tloor at nnce, saying, * Now, Lrethiren, lose no time,
let not a moment be warted,” and that saort of nudging at
the people I would suggest as a good idea, that tle
ministers and the church efficers shy uld have tea together.
It keeps the church united and prevents the form-
rg of ury hit'e cliques. You keep fifteen o1 tuenty of
the good men united and you have a good ¢hurch.” A
minister his a successful meeting in Boston.  If any of
his people ure absent from prayer meeting, he sends pos-
tal cards asking them to meet him hLalf an hour before
the next mecting.  He meets them and speaks about
their absence and they 2o into the meetiryg together, and
in that way he keeps the whole <hurck at the prayer
meet ng  That strikes me as a good idea, and 1 do not
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see why it cannot be carried vut everywhere. Another
thing we want to guard against, 1s long prayers. All
Christ's prayers are shoit, the longest one 15 1n the 17th
of Juhn, and it only takes about four minutes to read tht
carefully and prayerfully. 1 do not know where the
churdh ot this idea of lung prayers , not frum the Bible,
unless fiom the prayer at the dedicativn of the Temple.
You might have a great prayer at the dedication ot a
preat church hike this, but to have long prayers every
Sabbath is a mistake. Few pe: ple can foilow a man in
prayer for more than ten or fnit en minutes. Minister
and all, you know your mind w.ll wander and you cannot
help it. You long tv have him stop, and when half the
congregation is that way, the minister is not duing much
good. If a man wants, let him ni~e «nd pray two or three
times, but let lum not pray toolong. If you have a man
who makes fifteen minute prayers, you should go and
speah to Limin the spirit of Christ, and tell hun he should
Le brief. You say you will offend him, Better offend
him than spoil the meeting.  1f there 1s on.y an hour, it
is not right that one man should take a quarter of the
tume. You cannot have a profitable meeting 1t three or
four men take all the time. If a man gets offended be-
cause he is talked to in the spirit of Chiist about the
mistahe he is making, better let him go. If he wiil not
tand that, it is a goud sign that his heart is not in the
'right place. Short prayers in Scrnipture have brought
their answer. ¢ Lord help me,” that was what the Syro-
Fhiwnician woman said. Three words. * Lord remember
me when thou comest into thy kingdom ” That was what
, thie venitent thief said.  If he had knuwu the Lord was
in His kingdom he miglt have shortened it to * Lord
remember me.” The publican said, “ Lurd be merciful
to me a sinner,” and that brought th2 answer nght there.
Peter said, “Lord save me or 1 perish.” Somebody says
jthat if Peter had had a long presmble 10 lus prayer as
sume, he would lLave been forty feet under water before
he could have (he Lotd know what he wanted. My ex-
y petience 1, thuse who pray lungest in public are those
, who pray least at home. If a man has not a good record
i in the community, do not let him take part. Young peo-
ple find it out if such men take part and the thing does
harm. It seems to me we have to be loyal to Christ, and
we will not be loyal to Him if we do not go to such a
man as that and persuade him to give up whatever it
may be that gives offence, and if he will not, then it is
our duty tu insist that he shall not take part 1n the prayer
, meeting.
After Mr. Moody had given replies to a number of
yueativns put by people in the audience,
" MR. J. K. MacbozALD said . I look upon the prayer
“mieeting of the cungregat.on as one of the most important
means of grace connecied with the church. It is the gai-
dewin which iudividual members ot the congregation conie
“down from being as it were recipicnts of bouquets into the
garden itself, and become gardeners there. It is a fact
that we nced a laptism in conncction with our prayer
meetings.  In a church with a niemberstip ot thiee hun-
died theie will not be at the outside seveniy-five persons
present at prayer mecting.  That is surely not as it
should be.  The question 1s+ How iy the prayer meeting
to be made more attractive! I quite concur in che
view that the prayers and addresses should be short aud
interesting.  The busiriess man has a wonderful interest in
"the prayer meeting. Sitting in church on Sabbath his
mind is very apt to diift away into business channels,
;and he draws himself up quickly, astonished that he
.should be su careless. It business men will attend
prayer meetings they will obtain much that will be of




