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THE ECCLESIASTICAL GAZETTE.

. I

« 1 beheve uue Cathulic aud Apostolie Lhurch, called, than through tho priesthood of Lenth
na 0"!"‘"§ necessarily tpon a sound and ware- indivsdual Christan,  For clsewhere,* it will bo
served belief In tho ductrino of tho cver-blessed , rememocred, tho samo Apostle enforees order,
Trinity, and s tho divncly ordered agency yand.a duo regard to the partition and subordina.
whereby alouo (s0 far as Gud's will stands re-, tion’ of ecclesiasticnl functions, by enumerating
sented) the meroy of Gud in Christ Jusus can bo . these samo offices, nod susisting most pointedly
sppropriated by “any of us, whether tho forgive- 4 on the distinctions mntonded to ho mado between
ness of sins, or the resurrection of the body,, them. But time forbids us to dwa's now On this
or, the crowning gift of all, the hfc everlasting.  y poruon of our subyect.

It it be asked, * Ia this unity attatnnble? * wey whilo wo coufess both tho pricsthood and the
nnseer, nbs-;l'utcly. perhaps, not.
duubt, not unisersally,  But how far 18 honesty i, less belicve ourselves fortudden by numberless
attainable, or truth or purity?  Nono of usy passages of Holy Writ, but by noue more 08i-
vonld wish the Scrmop on the mount lowered to ; tively than by the ono beforo us, to douut cither
match cur actual attainments in holiwess, Why j, the ivine onigin of tho ministerial vrder as dis-
then attempt to explain awny tho Dinine precepts ) tinct from tho wase of tho Christian boly, or the
concerning Chnslmn. unity, vut of cumphanco, Distno authurity o1 their peculiar commission, or
with tho misfmbl_y divided condition uf modcern,. that 1t 18 vur Lord's will to employ this ministry,
Christendum ! Still, if any do really doubt thoyuatit 1o come again, nut only as tho ambassaders
prnctn?nblhly of St. Paul’s tenching, tne twopof Iis truth, but as the vebicles, huwever un-
following reinarks may uot seem jrrclovant: one, j; worthy, of Ilis grace,
that, as o matter T fact, strong couvictions andy  And now it only remnins that I cndeavour to
consistent conduct arc always far lesa hikely to coliect all that I have, at least, wished to say into
Irritate Qnd lend to guarrels than holiow fricud- yn few sentences of specinl comfurt for him whom
ships. Tho other, that probably every laboriousy the sacrea servico of this dny 18 about to clevate
pastor, who has had l'u.th' cnvugh to pray for ity to the hughest ofico in Christ's Church., And,
n\nd‘strnc ﬂf“{l‘ it, has witnessed the growth ot ywhat, 1 would ask, should more comfort and,
Christian Unity among the tuembers of lus own ) 8uc.nin a Bishop 1 any region of tho earth, than,
flock in suflicient mensure tu convinco lum thaty: to know, be thoroughly assurcd, that his office,,
morc.nbumlnm. faith in the samo direction weuld 15 most liternliy onc of Gods Pentccostal gifts to;
certainly cnsuc in larger reeults,  We have scen, men, and an ntsgral part of our Lord's own plan
—all of us most likely who arc engaged wn the . for the perfectng of s disesples?  Every true,
migistry—in the cvurse of vur pustoral work, ; man works better in a true position than in a false,
h.ow wenderfully common pnayer, frequent recep- o or doubtful one.  short only of direct commun-
tivns together of Holy Commun.on, the constant ; 1on with Christ Himself, what should cheer or,
interchange of holy sympathies, a growing -, nerve a Bishop more than a steady conviction
terest in a common Worh, all springing out of the |, that hessent to do work which tho Church on,
professivn of one faith, has prescutly knitted to- carth can never ceaso to require, and such as
gether into afellowship as real as any thing under | none but o Jawful Bishop can lawfully undertahe
Leaven is ceol, characters naturally tho most un- !! todo?
congeninl and diserse, a fellowship not based on v Weare all familiar with the popular objections
n concerted banishment of furbidden subjects, to ins tenchung, or, rather, less to the teaching
but so luving and so true that there no longer itself, than to the unwelcome inferences which it
geemed auy subjects to furbud.  And no doubt , is thought to necessitate. Iiwould anticipate such
many and many & paster who has expenienced| objections in this instance with the general re-
this unspeakably sweet reward of s poor tails. mark, that nothing that has been snid has been
bas been constrained to soy withun bimself, when , intended even to imply o judgment upen avry
contemplating s little band of brothren and ., who may treat cither Lpiscopacy in partioular,
sisters in Chnist,—* Tlis s Chinstinnity,—this is, or Holy Orders altogether, with contempt or un-
that Communion of Saints gathered by means of, behef. Confidencé in Catholie truth is quite con-
the Church out of the worid, which time cannot , sistent with kindly hopcfulness for those who in
wonhen, nor eens divide, nor deathatself rupture,’ , any thing bave renounced, or perhaps have never
and has necepted the fact as perhaps the clearest,. been taught it, and with the most sensitive shrink-
evidence ever voucheafed to him of the reality . ing from every appearanco of # claim to usurp
of his pastoral commission, and the certainty of , the offico of judgo over them, further than the
the truths entrusted to his keeping. .wholegomo discipline of our own particular

11. But tho text does moro than teach us that| branch of the Church may demand it. Thousands
living, loving union with one another in {arist, of nominal Christians may, and do, deny the
Jesus is the end for which tho Gospel was com.;, Godhead of our Lerd, tho personality of His
manded to be pubhished, is itself the cure and con- ;, Holy Spirit, the reality of His promised presence
tradictory of sin, nnd the true rchearsal of the|, with His Church, the vitality of His Sacraments.
imperturbablo love of Heaven. It further pro-, Still larger, perbaps, is the proportion of nominal
¢laims in the most distinct and unqualified terms, j, Christians, and even oceasional church-goers, who
the humnn agency by means of which it is the, lead immoral hves, are profane, unclean, untruth-
Divino pleasure to work out this spiritual trans- |, ful, dishonest, or only conveptionnlly honest, or
mutation. Indeed, nothing 1s more remarknble| in some other like way flagrantly disobedient.
in the use which St. Paul herc makes of the{} And oven larger still, probably, isthe number o
sixty-eighth Psalm, than the bo'dness with which ;| those, who leading thorgughly respectable lives,
ho ideatifies the humanagents with tho spiritual | and passing for good Chiristiaus, habitually neglect
gifts themsclves.  Wherefore he saith, When ke i privato prayer and HHoly Commaunion, and have
asconded up on high, he led captiyity captive, lno senso of their obligation as Christians to de
nnd gave gifts unto men. . . . And ho gavesome, i merciful, or sclf-denying, or placablo towards
apostlea, and sume, prophets, aud syme, evange- |, those who wrong them. Aud, such being the fucts,
lists ; and some, pastorsand teachers,” Nor can | marvellous would it be if there were © . crowds
it bo pretended that we havo here a mere bap-;, of church-goers and professed disciples, who
hazand, accumulative recital of various terms, ”would seem to have no other conception of unity
not veally representing different offices, but, ;than as of a universal toleration of universal
rather, collectively expressing tho collective fune-! dispgreement; and crowds and orowds ngain,
tion of the entire church, as intended to be exer- i

oised not-moro through the ministry properly so * 1Cor. xit.

1l
Suffico it to say that, "

Withouty royalty of every Laptized person, we nono tho,

3 who, under various influences, from tho miscrablo
‘tnint of Socinianisin to the coarsest secasuality,
,avowr thomselves (nod no doubt quito truly) in-
capable of perceiving any ching in Holy Orders to
Jjustify the solemn langunge of the ordinal, or to
warrant tho imputation to tho miuisterial offico
of any indelible encredness, or, for cxample, to
account for this dny’s proccedings—tho sending
forth o Bishop to a littlo island such as St. Helena,
But do wo affect to judgo these?  Wo judgo none
of them, as pretending to pronounce how far
their several degrees of aberration from the truth
are imperilling their oternalsafety. Wo do know
whatChristhath forbidden and enjoined, aund we do
know what sins Scripture j.ronounces to bedeadly,
whether it be unbelief cr covetousncs, or any
(other  But we do not affect to anticipate the
Judgment of tho great day. Each class of cnses
alike rung at last into ' o difficulty expressed by
the old question, ** Lord, uro there few that be
‘saved 1’  And c¢very such question can only be
,met safely by the memorable allwise answer,
«Strivo to enter in at the strait gate ? But wo
,decline to pacify the world by surrendering any
title of what we are nssurcd is Catholic truth, or
‘i necessary to Catholic order.  And so long as
‘wo have the Acts of the Apostles, and tho Pas-
toral Episties, nnd the laws and monuments and
universal customs of tho earlier centuries, to
guide us, our path of duty never surely needs bo
other than plain  And so judging —but not con-
demning—we can have no scruple in asscrting
that Christian unity, grounded inoneness of faith,
is essential to the life in Clrist, that orders are
cssential to unity, and episcopacy necessary to
both, necessary to convey orders, and to maintain
that paternal government and loving discipline,
without which true, hearty, well-compnoted
* hrotherhood in Christ there caunot be. What
"better wish can we wish our brother (if ¢¢bro-
ther” T may yet he permitted to call him), than
that this conception of tho high office he is about
“to receive may fasten on him year by year with
"ever tighter hold, and bo making ever decper
“marks upon hisg wholo lifo and spirit!
* Solong as the Sacra Privata shall continuo to
tho n text-book with us, who can forget that we
"have had island-bishops beforo St. Helena becamo
1" an cpiscopal sce, whoso lot was far froia the great
"highways of the world, whoso rovenues wero
“scanty, whose flock was mostly poor and seattered,
"and whoso only nbiding sense of dignity must
"Linve proceeded from tho profonnd conviotion
"that the bishop is o chief office-bearer aund dele-
Pgato of Christ. Butmeun’s works live aftor them,
f And s0 long as the fragrant momory of the great
1'and holy Bishop Wilson ehall survive, our brother,
{'now about to bo mado a- bishop, will scarcoly
fneed any moro convinoing or more refreshing
"testimony, that the profoundest sonse of tho
"necessity and the dignity of the office, is the
"gurest guarranteo for a worthy estimate of its
" dangers, and for a mneck and thankful and patient
'and withal bravo perseverance in its saintly la-
“bours, until -the Chief Shepherd -shall see fit to
i end them, and crown, them, as wo humbly trust,

fi[with tho incorruptible reward.
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