16

THE ACCEPTED CALL.

Doces it not mean that it is put away as the legal ohstacle to
man's salvation 2 Yes, thank God !'it does, There is no fiery
sword now t» keep us back from (lad.  That sword was
quenched, and instead of the sword of vengeance, the sceptre
of merey is helld eut to the trembling penitent that he may
touch it and live fir ever.  True religion then is not form, ov
ceremony, or creed, or any thing of that sort ; it is something
mfinitedy higher it i3 the heart coming bark to God,

Iiverything clse instead of this is hollow mockery—a refuge
of lice.  This then is religirn  the heart eomine hack to God.
That is the fitst part of the cubject, and hefore 1 go any
further I stop to ask whether you can go so far. 1 heseech
vou do not shirk the question, has your heart come back to
God? Ttisa matter between yom and Him : His heart has
come back to you ; Iut has your heart enme hack to 1hm ?

1f s0, all is well; for you “to live in Christ, and to die will
be gain ' ; but ii not, and you remain as you are, you will be
miserable in time, and lost in cternity.

Secondly, we hare man'’s veply to Gold, God said to David,
““Seck ye My face,” and the reply of the Psalmist was, “Thy
face, Lord, will / seek.” The answer was therefore personal.
There 18 great danger in this age of companies of our lasing
ourselves in the firm of humanity.  But our spiritual affairs
must all Le done individually : we have in this sense ta live
alone, as we shall have to die alone, and ta stand alone hefore
the judgment seat.  You find out maun’s isolation when yon
stand, as most of us have stoud, in the solemn death-chamber.
How lonely the soul scems then ! You romemher when you
stood in that quicet bedroom and saw the father, or mother, or
wife, or husband, or child go out alene. You could but watch
and weep 3 your heart was breaking, and you longed to go
with them ; but your loved ones went out alone to meet their
God. You and 1 shall have to diesoun. Therewill he weeping
eyes and anxious, broken hearts ; but we shall dic alone—one
last lingering look, and then we shall go alone into the
tremendous vealities of eternity.  Just so must we try and
live alone. Guod speaks to cach as th.ngh there were no other
being in the universe, and says, “Come to Me.” And each
of us should answer as if there were nc ocher, “By T'by grace
I will arise and come.”

The answer of David was not only personal ; it was prompt.
TWhen thousaidst. There was nd talk about to-morraw ar
next day. The devit's policy is to chieat us out of the pre-
sent. His suggestion is, any time Lut the present for a
good deed ; no time but the present for a bad one e never
tz ks to you of putting off sin, but he often talks of putting
oft prayers and conversion. a never speaks £y you about
sinning to-morrow. No ; sin to-night, and repent to-morrow
that 15 the desil's poliey. David knew this, and when the
Lord said, *"Sech ye My face,” the decision was at once
made —** Lhy face, Lord, will T scek.”  Awud sn it should be
with each of us.  Procrastinhtion is full of danger. Every
time we reject the offer of merey we increaze the probability
that we shall neveraceept it. I was staying one night with
an old gentleman, and when the company was gone, and we
were atone, 1 said, *“ Are you on the road v heaven, sir?”
With a quivering lip, he said, “No, I fear T am not.* 1
said, *Why, thas 1s a very terible thing.  Yau have been
connected with the chiurch for many years ?"  ¢“ All my life,”
said he ; **my house has been the preasher’s home for more
than thirty years, and none have bheen more weleome.” 1
said, ‘It is a ternble thing to love the servants, and nof io
love the Master.” ¢“That has just been my case,” was the
reply. I samid, ““But has noi the Holy Spirit striven with
you?” ‘tOh, it is not God's fault that L amas T am,” was
the answer, *it is all my own. I recollect well, when an
apprentice, the Spirit strove v..th me, and T put Him «if {il]
I was out of my apprenticeship.  When that time came He
strove with me again, but 1 determined to wait until I
should be my own master. When T entered into business I
was again troubled abont my soul, hut then came the thanght,
I have so much to think about wew; when 1 have made a
fortune I will retive from bu:iness, and the vest of my qays 1
will hive for God.” T eaid, “ We'l, you have made a fortune
and have retired; how is it with you now?”  Aund the tears
ran down his checks as hie replied, <1t is harder work now
than ever.” I would ask, Is unt that the history of many
whom you have known? They never intended to go to hell's
they always intende i to do better, but all the time they per-
mitted difficultics ta increase until noswv, with grey haivs upan
their Leads, they are standing ¢1 the brink of perdition.

David was prompt in his decision. ““When thou saidst,
Seek ye My face, my heart s3id ynto Thee, Thy face, Lorq,

will I seck.” Ob, follow his example. Now is tho day of
salvation. Now heaven's gates arc open ; now the Gospel
message 18 proclaimed ; now the ITigh Priest is pleading ; now
the Spmit is stoving ; new the Church is working ; “all
things are now ready ™5 it is Ged's time.  To-marrow the
seeptre may be turned into a swerd; to-mareow the deor may
be shut ; to-morrow your Jdioin may be sealed ; toamerrow,
mstead of an vpen heaven, there may be a yawnivg hell  Let
there be no tall of tu-morrow, but say to-day, 1 will arico
amd go to my I'ather,”

Then, the answer of Davil was also deciled—*¢ Thy face,
Lord, wilf I'seck,” Many pe plo are ¢ mtent with thinkiny
abous religion. I know persons who have he n talking abonr
religion for the last twenty years, bat who have not gnt a
step further yet. They have always been thinking abang
joining themselves to Gud's poople, and the devil has heen
laughing at them all the time.  We must act as well ag
think. “Thinking about heaven will never take a man there.
* When Thou saulst, Seek ye My face, my heart said nnto
Thee, Thy face, Lord, will T seek "—¢ 1 will do it.” And
there is no presumption in that decision. It is not presump-
tion to say, I will” if God calls me. There is nathing
Pharisaical in tnat.  If God calls me, Te does ¢ with the
word the power convey,’ aud though the devil, il the
world, and the tlesh are stronyg, God 18 stronger.  He is now
in onr midst waiting to help you,  Louk up and say, ¢ Lord,
I will~happy or miserable—whether men bless or curse—
whether it takes me to a palace or a worklouse, [ make no
conditions, I will scek Thy face.”  Yon will have to do it, if
you are ever to get to heaven.

Lastly, the answer came from the right place. ““When
Thou saidst, Seek ye My face;” my lips 7—no, no, the lipa
are tno often liars, but the heart never is—¢ my Aeaié sail
unto Thee, Thy face, Lord, will 1 seel.” David dul not
stand up and say, 1 will arise and go to my Fasther,™ while
his heart was alienated and his life ia rebellion. The lips,
perhaps, were silent. but the heart responded, Yes. Religion
15 heart-work :—

** Words may com: forth with cloquen-e
And claim the world's applause,
Which y ¢t may never rise from thenee
Tu the eky that o'er us glows.
But word, or look, ur thoaght, which from tie heart dath vise,
Inke incense up to heaven shall {float, a welcome sacrifice

What the heart says Gol always hears, It is said of a
Greek musician thathis touch was so delicate aud his ear so
auick that he wouald often play . tune on his harp which
only his own quick ecar could cateh, \Whether fact or fable,
this affords a beatiful illustration of God's intercourse with
m's heart,  When God speaks to the heart He always gets
a reply.  You hear me to-night, but I shall not know, per-
haps, until the day of judgment what have been the resulis
of this service ; hut when God cymes Ife always gets an
answer. Goi is coming to you, and is saying, ** Give Me
thy heart.” Oh, make thy heavt stop to listen to Ilun.  God
says, ‘“Come to Me.” Tunatis not havd, is 152 Yt do i,
if it be hard,  Let your heart reply, and God will hear. TTe
is listening—His car is at your heart at this moment. Ter-
haps there is some young man here who is saying, “‘I will
come to (vl s 1 have often thought aboud 16, bt I will do
it, by the help of the Holy Spint.” 1f so, IHe hears, and
willhelp. 1 was sitting one mght with a farmer who said to
me, ‘1 was very happv and very miserable last night.”
“That is very strange,” 1 answered. 1 wag,” he said;
“when one after another went up to seek for mercy my
heart danced for joy: but when I thouaht of my own chil
dren, not one of whom is yet converted, 1 felt as 1f my heart
would break, I thought everybody's children were being
saved but mine.” One of his danghters, who was married ta
a_ neighbouring farmer, was present, and tuming towards
him with a face beaming with happmess, she said, “Tho
you did not know what my heart saild, for Jast night I male
up my mind that your people should be my people, and you-
God my God.”  Ah, there was a father sitting in that squai.
pew and saying, 1 have Jaboured iu vam, aad spent my
strength for nought” 5 and there was the great Father up
yorder saying, “Bring ont the best robe, and put it upon
her, and let us rejoice and be glad.”  There is that father
saying to-night, ¢ Oh, if my son were but saved.” Yis,
young man, and the best news you could send home woull
be that yeu had given your heart to God. In the name of
your mother—in tho name of your father—in the name of



