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Mrved the purpo-e for “luch it was lmcndml tho rod s-uo- longer nes
ceseary, and jt is conscquently. femoved. ‘Thie- only way, therefore, that
could bodcviscd for tho deliverance. of Tsracl was, by exccuting ven-
geanco on their heéathen oppressors, by breaking the rod of the oppressor, -
and henco David prays for the destruction, not-of all the heathen nations,
but only thoso who had risen up against Tsmel  * Pour ont thy wrath,”
rays hie, ‘A"upanlhru heathen that “have not knewn thee, and upon the -
:kingdoms that have not called upon thy name For they hiave devoured
Jacob, and laid wasto his dwelling place”  Hueh was aleo the spirit in”
which out covenanting forcfathers prayed for the conversion or the de-
struction. of-their - encmles 3. not -from -the spirit -of -privato fevengo,
which is equally condemned by bath tho-Old-and-Now Testanonts ; ‘but
becauso they wasted tlio. Lonh heritage. ~The zame principle it as ap-
plicablo to indivilials as ‘it is'to-nations and communitics. It is fully
rccogmscd in the 109th l’salm. ‘It was prelably written “when I)-xvid
fled from the inveterate mahco of Saul, -and'init " he desreribes the des.
perato wickedness of his cnemy, hid intense’ hatred, andthe cunning -and
deceitful “courso -which ho pursued to cnsiré his destruction. Tho-
Psalimist evidently regards” himself as the representative: of suffering in-
nocence, as persecuted for.rightcousnces’ sake, and o views his enemy °
as the perdonification of wickedness. He, -therefore, prays with intendo |
earnestaess that God, as an act of retributive justice, would exceuto his
sovorest vengeance on his implacable .enemy—that a “curso may descend-
on hitfisclf and.on his family, on his goods and lionour. Now David-
docs not view oither himaolf or his creiny ns Iudividuals; but'as the rep-
resentatives of (helr respectivo classes; nnd- hé only. prays for the de- -
struction of tho wicked as this i tha way in which ‘the Tighteous can'bo -
delivered. * Tho momh of the-wicked -and the-mouth of the deceitful=
wro-opened against mo: they -have -spoken against-mo-with a lying
tongue. “They -compassed - me -about, also, with- words of hatred, and”
fought against mo without & cause.”

3. David ‘prayed for vengeance on his eiiciiies beeauso such a righte-
ous mtnbuuon wouid serve a8 a chieck to wxckeduwt, and an cncourage- -
ment to holincss. Tho prosperity of the wicked and the adversity of the
nghlcous has frcqucmly been a stumbling-block-to the pious in all ages. .
Joremiah asks, « Whorefore doth -the way of-tho wicked prosper 3 and
“tho Paalrmsl remémbers that they are not humblod as other men. Tho.
w:ckcd not only sometimes prosper in spito-of - their wickedneas, but in -
eonsequenco of it and the rightcous frequemly suffer-in consequence of
their nghteowxess. Wo know, indeed,  that it_shall uliimately bo woll
with the rightoous and ill wi ith the wicked ;'bat in-order to strengthen-
faith and to repress wickedriesé; we imust seo God vindicating the reeti-
tudo of his admxmstrmon, ovén in this hfc. Those, therefore, who ob-
ject to the sentiment contained ini- the 109th Psalm, * rob the suffering
righteous .of one of th chief fountains of consolation, and take away
frora-wickedncss tho bit and the bridle.”

Now,when David prays for .vengesnce on_ his enemices, ho uniformly
describés their deaperato and incarable wickcdness, and that it is neces- i

sary that God, for the vindication of his chnractcr, should’ weigh to them
in equalscales, « indigaation and wrath, tribulation.and anguish.” ‘They |-
aro couvinced of kis personal innocence..  His holiess feeds their malice,
and his returning good for evil, love for hatred, only gives point »nd po-
gency-to their bitter. mockmgﬂ Thus, .in the 35th Psalm, his enemicy -
-aro spoken of as mocking with tho bitterness of implacablo. hatred, 1 or-
der to procure for thomsclvcs the favour -of a supenior; and - they conse-
quently take this mcthod in ‘opposition to their.convictions, of showing-
their devotion to thexr prince, and- their hatred -of his-enemies. “ With.
hyposriucal mockers in feasts,” of, aceording to the correct rendening,.
“%¢The evil, who mock for cakc, gnash ‘against ‘me- with their tecth,”"—
4 The Psalmist,” says Hengsteaberg, “in- order to bring out moro point- -
edly the worthlessness of his:encinics, describes them -as° persons who
only aimed, through their batter hostlities, to- 1pgratiate themselves with
‘g great personage, tho ccntre of their whole opposition, in order t0-ob--
¢ain from him tho nicans of allaying their hunger, of- prolonging their
fmwerable existenco. Wi ith such creatures David may have hiad enough
_todoin tho timo of tho Sauline persceution”” On this ground he founds
his-prayer for the destruction: of his-énemica as the nly means of ac-
complnhmg his own deliverance « Stir up- thyself,” says he,“and -
nko to my Judgment." Tho nghteousncss of thc Psalmm’s cause, the

- rectitudy of the divine government, and tha infercste of truth sl holiness,
demnnded that o palpable distinetion should be made between the aght-
“cous and tho wicked. It was in thiz. gpurit that the- Cosenanters prayed
for vengeanca on theirenennes.  Clavethouse and Dalziel hunted them
- ke beasts of prey, shed ther blowd hho water, inflicted upon them ov-
cry apecies of torture which theie brutal unnde could devise; and #o
“wido- spmul and cruel waa the slangheer, that 1686 was eatfed * the kill-
2ng year,” axilmurder had -been -tts chiefl charactensie. They feared
“for the Charch of God—they felt the bitterness of the sorm that waadi-
ucu'd,:\gmn«l,thcm-—:md,pu-cculul on evéery aide, they -erled with- in-
tense earnestness, * Lord; how long wilt thon luvk onl- rescuc - my soul
from their destructions.”
b The Paaliust percerved that it-was just 1n God 1o punish ths wick-
Tedi Winle ho docs not ndulge.n the sparut of revenge, he ays that
God would recompenso the wiched.  ‘The diine justico must tendef to
every ong steconling to ne worhs=to the wicked tnbulation; ae well as
o the nighteous peace.  Hence Paul reminds fus converis; * It is a-rights
cous thing-with God fo recompenso tribulation to them that trouble you.'s
" “The human mind, from n . epirit of. justice, natwrally feels a satisfaction
in sceiug-aggravated wickedness punished,  Wheii we réad of thousands
of Protestants being perfidiously slain in France, at the fustigation of her
-king, and of his fiend-liko mother;-of 49, 000 Protestants being slain in
lnl-md, in_the reign of Charles [, -l of the perseentions'to -which tho
* Scottish Preshyterians:were: aub;ccted by men who have leen correetly
- deseribed as » fleshly. dovils,*wo are ready to-say from the very heart,
“«Thou art righteous, O‘l.(mrl, which art; and wast, and-shalt be, beeanso
thou hast judged thus - -for.they have shed -the- blood. of thy maints and
sprophets, and thou hast-given-them blood to drink, for they are worthy
When wo contemplate desperate wickedness in connexion with suffering .
“innocence, we ncknowledge the appropriateness of the lmpreentory
_ Paahing, and wa-feel; from the inmost dqnhs of our moral conseipusucss,
- t!m God is rightcous who taketh vengeance. Tho subjeét is well stited
“by Oxyhgu, tho prince of commentators .— Now -David,” say#“he, “did
- not speak except-by tho unpulse of the Spint; these imprecationa are to
-bo considered na if they were spoken; by the voice of Geod from heaven:
“Thug, on.the. one haund,_in denouncing vengeance, he woujuls and re-
-straing alt_our wiched desires of mjuning others, and on the u;lll(‘l’,lll\u(l
- erates our grief -by admmstenng that: cunselation: which will enable us
“to bearamuries,  And-bécauge at 1s- nut ¥yt given us to distinguish bo-
tween the.cleet and the reprobate, let us leamn to pray for all who tron-
ble us, to-wizh salvation 1o the whole Tuman 1age, anXvus even fur in-
dividuals, Meanwhbile this-nced not hinder us, prosided otir minds aro
pure and calm, from frecly appealing-to the judgments of God;in-order
that all.the dwpcmte may be destroyed.” .

[FOR THE CANADIAN TRESHVTERIAN MAGAZINE ]
TRANSLATION OF b‘\l‘?'l“l&:'ﬁ COMMENTARY ON

7Cnu"n.n 1.

1. I’rlcr‘ an opostle of Jesux Christ, ta the gtrungera uaucud
throughout Pontus, Galstia, Cappudoc:d, Asia, and Bithynia

. Llect uccording to the forehnoicledge of God the Father, through
mnchj’cntmu of-the Spirit, unto-obedience, and spriukling of the blood
~of Jesus Christ : Grace unlo you, and peace, be multiplied.

DPeter an Apostle.—So far a3 this-xalutation-has anything 1 common
with those of Paul, it neads nv-new. aapusition. When Pau! prays for
grace and peace, the verb i3 understol ,-but Peter adds, thaugh in the
same scase, that it may be smultiplied. For Paul desires for the fuithful-
not merely "ho beginning of graco and peace,-but also 1ts enlargement
until God pexfu:ts what He has begun i them,

Tv the Strangers.—Thuse who think that the Apustle-thus meta-

|-phorically-designates all the. pivus, beeause-they aro afrangers in the

world, and travelling to a-heavenly country, are greatly nustaken ; and
their nustake 1 sufliciently refuted by the phrase, scattered. lhmughoul.
which immediately follows. For to-the Jews aluno does-tho ter,
“strangers apply ; not only -beeauso being seattered hither-and - thither,
‘they lived in exile from their native country ; but also because. they had
-been driven from that land which God had prommd them’ for an-ever-
lasting mhentance.  Atlitho fanthful, indeed, hio aficrwards (chap. 1. 11 ).
‘calls strangers, because they aro pllﬂﬂms in tho-carth ,-but thiy is not
the reason of tho designation here. -On the cantrary, they are lere styled
- strangers, becauso some were seattered 1nto Poutus, some nto- Galatia,
and somo into Bithynia. ~ Nor is it strange, that to the qua espectally
he sendsthus epistlo ;- for ho knew, as Paul teachies in Gal. 1i. 8, that he-

had bcen ex rcssly a omtcd tho apgstle uiito them. L'ndenhe rovinees
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