THE WESTERN CHURCHMAN 1

as the body is one, and hath many members, and all
the members of that budy, being many, are one budy ¢
so also is Christ ; for by one Spirit are we all baptised
mto one body.” This should give us unity of aim,
unity of work, unity of spirit. It should bea corrective
to the tendency we have cach of us to isvlate ourselves,
It reminds us of the connccting links which unite us
to others. It bids us remember that we are members
of one vast union and fellowship.

We are members of a spirittal body, not only of a
body social, and a body politic and a religious body in
the common sense of the word, bug of a spiritual body.
There is much in this expression. It raises us at once
to a region of higher obligativns than any whichspring
from the thonght ot our common nature, or of our vr-
dinary human soeiety, even when regarded in its best
aspects. It makes us think of the Lord Jesug Thrist
1hmself, of things spiritual, and reminding how it s
through our wunion with IHim that we are most inti-
mately united one to another, it seems to call upon us
to think of each other as redeemed by the blood of
Christ, and animated by His spirit.  We are the body
of Christ and severally members thereof. We shave
in a larger life, but that we may do so aceording to the
will of God, we use the individuality of our own life.
IZach man has a function or oflice assigned to him.
One man may as little do the work of another as the
hand can do the work of the foot. The whoele human
body is admirably arranged for growth and vigor.
svery joint and member contributes to its healthful
and harmonijous action. Evey member is made useful
to the whole body ; all depead upon the head with re-
ference to the most important functions of life. So it is
in the Church,
of one member to another, and to the whale boly.

Men are wonderfully ready to join themselves to-
gether in the bands of one common fel'owship. They
feel that for any enterprise such union gives boih
courage and strength. God Ilimself, indeed, from the
very first, sanctioned and established such union in
the family, and, as the family expanded into a clan,
and then into a state, so God, seeking man’s highest
progress, united him in a Chareh, and at last into the
Christian Chureh, a spiritnal body, —a body, that is, in
which men are held together, not only by professing a
common belief and having ecommon religious aims, but
by loving the sume Lord and Saviour and by having
their hearts the subjeets of the same spiritual inflacnee,
through God the 1[Iy Spirit. This unity between
man and man is based on a higher unity with God in
Christ. This was the only true and lasting unity
which St. Panl knew of.  1le recognized, indeed, the
other bonds which unite man with man. Ile appeals
over and over again to the instinets of family lvve, of
national spirit, of ti.c luve of all humanity. but he even
delights to clinch all with the declaration ¢ Ye are the
Body of Christ.”

This union ia a spiritual body does, we havescen,
far transcerd all other unions—in the thoughts which
it suggests of Christ and 1lis spiritual influence, in the
sacredness of the motives by which it appeals to us, and
in the resistless force of the help which it secures. A
man who realizes that he is indeed a member of the
body of Christ, does not mean by this that he is a pro-
fessing or baptised Christian merely ; he does not mean
mcrely that he believes in the tenets of the Christian
faith and acknowledges the obligation to live according

t> Christian rules, as he might adopt the doctrine or.

practice of any human system of philosophy. Ile means

There is to be the mutual helpfulness

mu:h more than all these together. [Feeling,indeed his
weakness and unworthiness, and deeply sensible of it,
he stiil knows and rejoices that he is joined in henrt
and spirit to the Lord Jesus Christ, as the liunbs of the
human body ave to the head, the seat of thought and
thowgrht and hite; as the branches are to the tvee from
which they derive thewr sap and nourishment.  And the
thought s full ot inexpressible comfort to him. lle
learns that this gracious Lord, with whom he is thus
united, toves him with an everlasting love, and has
proved that love by layving down his life for him,

Al my friends! 1s this the aspect in which our
union as members of Christ's Church presents itself to
vou and me? Is this the thought with which we con.
tinunally refresh ourselves, and stir oursclves to new
exertions 7 In our private prayers; when we read
God’s Word : when wedraw near to the Lord’s Table;
do we understand how close we are thus brought to the
Lord who loves us? It so, be sure you love,~—not
merely yvour common amiable regard,—but your real
active, Christian love, will be stirred for other souls
besides your own—souls for which Christ died, and to
whiel, in ifin:, vou feel yourselves wonderfully drawn
and united. This is indeced, beyond all yuestion, one
of the severest tests of our soul's state, viz: thal the
more we love Christ and anderstand that we are loved
by Him, the more tenderly sensitive do we beccue as
to the highest interests of others.

This, too, should help us wonderfally in our
Christian work. Other motives may give a temporary
impulse, this will give a lasting impulse. It will
stimulate us to persevere in spite of all discourage-
ments, when we have a deep feeling of our nearne-s to
God in Christ, when we realize our obligation of love
through 1lim to the souls tor which 1le died ; and when
we think of the all-powerfal aids which our Lord has
promised through 1lis 1lvly Spirit

Our work shallendu -e. Whatever is of Christ, what-
ever is-unsellish, whatever is wrue, shall live. There
is an immottality even here in this carth to a living
vork. Sothat «ll wehave t3 dois to work on always
by the help of the Spirit, uadiscouraged and undis.
mayed, in the unalterable, invincible conviction that
in the path of duty, failure can never be more than
apparent ; and that, to the end of time, because God is
God. good deeds can never die.

Let us, then, to-day, be earaest for life, wnd rejoice
in it. Let us rejoice in our work for God. Let us live
with high hopes, with united ranks, with resolute de-
termination. ILet us help one another to live a true
life, and to work trac work for the good of men and the
glory of God.

Voives of life frum the years that are past blend
with ours today. Let s bless God for all these unseen
influences, thease spirit-breathings, life-touches of true
life, telling of many a past year of holy trial, and holy
victory, reminding us that there is an enduring corpor-
ate life. Fur ye are the Budy of Christ, and members
in particular.”™ Thoagh we are scparated by distance
from cach vther in our work, let us learn to cultivate
more and more real fellowshipof spirit. There i3 nothing
more trying to any of us than to feel
or fancy that he is alone, even in the service of God.
Yon know Low it made Elijah at lloreb pray God to
take away his life; you kiow how pathetically St.
Paul spoke of his desolation, when *all men sought
their own,” you know how, even in our Lord’s words,
there s a deep though chastened sadness, when he
said, *“Ye shall leave me alone, yet I am not alone, be.



