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TUE DEFENCE OF HOUSES,
Luy TuE Emron ]

It is often convenient during the progrecs of
nititary operations to Lol wamadl fortified pesi-
tion ugaiost the cnemy, such as a churcl;, or
azge honse, Though tes builuings were never
creeted wi b oan amvention of converting them
into forthiced; vet we kaow by experwence tiad
they are capabie of maknyg & suceesstul dotence
upou occision, Numbars of pgentlemen s houses
were turied inte steougholds durng the great
enit wacin England, aud in the gabiant hanids
of the cavaliers wmade i stont resistunge ta the
Parlioentarian levies,  Handeeds of instances
wight be meationed ; we will cite here only
three remarkable ones.  In 1305, the chevalier
Fulurd licld & strong stone furm-iouse near Bies-
ci, witl four Companies of Greoadiery, agmust
a fur strouger force of the best troops erthe great
Princo Eugene, commanded by the Prince of
Wirtemburgh, so successfully, thatalthough the
attacking party employed caanon, and once
penctrated into the courtyard, they were ulue
wately compelied to retize.

During the same year; in the course of the
campaigy in Polind, n Swedish licutenant, with
but twenty-four men, was detached from Petii-
choffto levy contribations ; g pasty was disco-
wered and pursued by the celebrated pactisan,
Suelegeaki, with eight bundeed wen, The Swede
thiew his little puoty intoa house at the en.
traace of a village, wiich he defended wath so
much skill and courage that Smeleg<ki was ob-
liged to sbandon theattack, with the luss of some
hundred or 50 of bis et kitied, and swore wounl.
ed.  Sulegski repeatedly offered bonorable
terns of surcender to the Swedish oflicer, but
was disdaiufully repnlsed,

M. De Saxe, afterwards the great Field Mar.
shal, with cighteea men, being pursued by o
large furce of hostile cavalry, shut himself upin
au innat Craclvitz, a Polish village, and defend-
ed it for several hours against 600 horie, ntnd 200
drugoons—and when nighs came, thoughhe hiw-
eelf was wonuded, charged out of the court, on
borseback, broke through the cordon of the ene-
my, and eseaped to Sandumir, through s thick
waod cluse to the Inn,

Qfficers who cammaud companies, pasticalare
1y of Riflemen, should ahways recollect, that it
is over within the probabilities of theie profes-
sion, that they may be called onat a moment's
notice to discharge such nt duty as the defence
of a liouse. We liare hestnd men say, “0b, field
fortifications, the attack and defence of posts,
and 1hings of that sort, are no business of ours
To which we have alwiy s retorted, ¢ Then you
caa hiave very little of the truc soldicr spirit, fur
it is the business of a soldics tomake himselfac.
quaiated with all the details of his profession, so
far as bii3 abilitics and opportunities will let him.”
Some mea will tell you that it is the duty of the
Eaogineers to look after these matters;—but we
say that itis justin & case like this where there
1s the Yeast chance of au Engincer being on the
spot, and that it is alse just the kind of case in
which aa intellig2nt and enterprising young offi-
cer will make lns mark. We would rather take
our chauce of obtaining the sole credit of some
dashiog, though comparatively unimportant ex-
ploitin war, in the independent command of 20
meg, than share in the general glory of a great
engagument.

To take our owa Volanteer compaziss; if of5.

cers furamotinent suppose that whien ey tm-
seliez have learned the mere company deill, and
are teld by the lnspecting Field Odicer that the |
peitotiianee of their Companies i3 vty respees
table, there i3 nothing mone o learn, they vast-
ty docerve thetselves  “FPhe Compatoy drudy ule
Jowing 12 o be done (o pettoction, i3 1o the sol- &
divry st wbat the very first dessons are to the
mnrcdan § the moe alpuabet of s ant,

To eacmplity onr ticaning we take this very
subjecty the detencoe of @ paiiding.

LUy Bappen that the foree of ciccimstancees,
the emergency, tuy competat otlicer with ade-
tached peety, st huppened to the Swedish othe
cery und to V. De Suxe, toact onlis own respon-
Sibality in oceupymnsg and defending « building, i
the iy do so if gurprised aud pressed by o sue
perwor force, in the hope of speedy aisistauce
frem his own people.  Under uo circutustunces
whatever, thut we can imagine, can an officer
do wrong, who resists the cuetny (o tie et mo-
went. War s after all o chiapter of uccidents,
aml it is impossible to suy what cffect the reso.
tute det -nee of aisolated post may not Laveon ¢
the 1esult of aaane much larger operation.

11 ordered to defend w post, that s guite ano-
ther matteri—the othieer acts under definite ia.
strictivns, nod has no responsibility, Leyond
it of carty ing out his orders o the leter.

Bui how is un officer to exveute these orders,
or even acton hiz owa responsibility, without
haowing how?  He cannot bave a anlitary li-
braty in Lig pochet, ner should we give wmuch
fur the probuble eficieney of measures taken by
a tman who has to carry thow out wath a book
in Ins hand,  Years have clapsed since we ever
rend t line of the subject, Lut there e lessons,
particutardy »here the sanple Gest principles wre
conceened, that can neves be furgotten,

Suppose then, that cither acting on bis owa
respansibitity, or in t®curdaunce with orders, an
ofliver is ondered 10 defeud u building, what is
needed?  Detision—Thne—Marerial,

Decisicn,  As Schiller says iu his great play,
“ Wailenstein's camp,” of the soldier——

S UEe sharpuess inakes L. tie dasli, the tact,
The enntitag o gram, 1he counge 1o st e
We mean then by * Decision” that almoest in-
describable quadity of mind, which inwitively
as it were, leads an ollicer, almostinan instang,
to comprehend the position in which he is
Paced, the state of Wings wbout him, e ueces-
sary steps 10 be tuken, and the tact of commu.
nicating in the fewest and simplest words his
will t0 others, #ad enforcing obedience by the
power ot his vwn energy and example. Inde-
cision 1s fatal—it spreads like the virus of an
cpidemic discase. How can the men do ouglt
hut waser aud hesitate when they find their ofs
Scer’s bring go wool-gatliering?  Kuowledge,
the thorough understanding of what is t0 be
done, and the way to do it, is the parent of de-
ciaion. What s fearful thing would it be were
the Surgeon whote kuife i3 within a haic's
breadth of the issues of life, suddenly to become
undecided? But on the decision of an officer
scores of brave men’s lives tnay hang,  Without
the necessars knowledge there can, as weinsist,
be no decision.

Time. Tho more time for preparation the
better, but this canuot always be attained; the
teat must be done that circumstances will ad-
mit, avd it must alwaxs be recollected, that if
the party is thrown into 8 house ineversogreat
& burry, 8 portion of it must instantly beset to

l

stiengtlien the defetices, white the ouier does its
Lest 10 beat ot the ngsailuns,

Materal.  Almost everything, wood, stone,
irom, furnitute, that can be coleeted, should be
£0 s quiekly u3 poasible, together wath workioyg
tooly, and a supply of water =hut on theso
points we shall enlurge when we speak of the
preparations to be made within the buildg,

Of the nature of the buslding to be dufended.
Except it is a regnlarly built blochluuse, of
heuvy logs, ami it possible of hird nud green
timber, we siouid have but little hope of hold-
ing outn house constructed of timber; none
whittever, i cannon, or rockets could be brought
against it. The incendiucy projectiles would
soon burn it over our heads. With a strong
stone building the matter is altogether differeat.
A Stone building progrerly prepused tn thie mans
tier 1o be bereafier indicated will resist light
Avtillery, six aud nine pounders, for & loog
tume.

(To be Continued.)

Orrawa Rirnes.—We have great pleas
stte in inserting the following communica-

“tion addiessea by the Adjutant Geaeral 0

Capinin Patierson, communding the First
Company of Velumteer Ritles in this City 5
a letter of simifar tenor has been addressed
10 Captain Turgeon, commanding the sec-
ond Cotapany.

Apserant Gryenar's Orrice,
“Lonoxto, Maseh 7, 1857,

Kip~1 am dirccted by 1is Excellency the
Comander-in-Chict, to acquaint you thnt His
Eacelleney bas reevived witly el satistiction
the fuvotable report made of the appearance and
progress at diiil of the Company under your
command, by Licutenars Colonel NeDougull,
Inspecting Field Utlicer for Upper Cauada, at
his recent iuspection.  The number present oo
parade is very creditable to both oficers aud
men.

1 base the honor to be,

Sir,
Your most ubedient Servant,
DsROTTENBURG
.‘Idjulaul-écmnl.

Carrais PaTiensos,
Cem. 18t Volunteer Militia
Rutle Co., Ottawa, Canada,

ADMIRAL NAFIER AND THE QuetN.— Ad-
miral Sir Chiaries Napier, in his « History
ot the Baltic Catnpaign of 1854, publishes
the foilowing letter 1o Prince Alben, declin-
g the hunor proposed to be conferred on
him, of being invested with the insignia of
a Kaight of the Grand Cross of the Order of
the Bath :—

¢ have received your rayal highness's com-
mands to attend her Majrsty on the Tth of July,
10 be invested with the insignin of 2 Knight of
the Grund Cras3 of the Order of the Bath. { beg
your rogal lighness will conves to hier Majesty
my humble duty and sincere thnaks for the bonor
her Majesty conternplated conferring on me, aud
1 beg ruost respectlully yout poyal highneas will
conves t0 her Majests my regret that 1 do not
think I can, consistent with my own honor, ac-
cept it, 1 beg to assure your royal highinese
that 1 mean o disrespect o her Majesty; she
has not a more devoted subject thau myself, and
1 am ready to lay down ing life io her service,
1 have served hier Minjests’s family wirh hooor
and credit for 33 sears, and at the cud of my.
carcer 1 bave beew grossly insulted, sod false
interpretations Iut upon my dequxc‘m, by the
Admiralty, and beea degraded and diswissed
because I resented, as becane a maa of bonor,
ipjuries wounding t0 my charscwer. . Har Ma»



