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of British institutiond as out feilvw subjecis o? the
Lnited Kiogdom,  Witheut such & genesul prepars-
tury syitem ss we see hea ia operatiu the Instruction
of the great mass uf our population would be left in
a speasuro 10 cbance. The teaghers roight Lo wany
of them ignorant J‘Mlendma, without expprienc.,
wihout 1aetnod, and in some other reapects very e
propor periony to bo entrusted with the education of
youth, There could Le hittle or no sccutity fur what
they might teach, or how they might atremnpt to
teach, not any cectainty that the good which might
ba acquited from tbeir precepts would not be mure
13an countar-balanced by the il effects of their exame-
ple. Indead the footing which our common schoot
teachers wero formetly upon, in regard to jucome
gare no adoguate remuneration to intelligent aml
judustrious men 1o wevots their time 10 the survice

fut this disadvantage {s removed, as well as other
obstacies, which wero jnseparable from 1he condi-
tion of a thinly peopled aud nncleared conntry, tra-
versed oply Ly oiserable soads, and henceforwand

as soon at least as the benefits of this great Proviucia

istitution can ba fully felt, the comnnion schools will
be dilpvmln% througbout tho whole of Upper Canada
by rcaos of propetly tralued teachers, and under
vgilaat superinteadence, & system of eduration
which has been cucefully considercd and areang-
¢d, and whick has been for some time peactically
exemplificd,  Au observation of som= years Lias ena-
bled most of ug to forma sn_upiniou of ity sufMcicacy
Speaking only for myself, I have mwuch pleasuie in
saying tbst tho-degrec of proficicncy which has been
actually attained gocs Iar, very far boyond what [ ha
imagined 1t would have been uttempted toaimar [+

1s exident, Indeed, that the degais of the system bave |
been studied with great care, and that & conformity to |
the approved method has been eiriclly exacted§ and

1 believe fowv, 1f any, hiave been present at a periodi-

cal examination of the Normal School without feeling

a sirong conviciion that what we have tow most to

hope for ard desice is, that such a course of instruction

as they bava seen extubitsd should be carried on with

untelaxed diligerice sud care. Of course, [ shall be

understood to be speaking only with refetence to those

branches of knowledge which formed (e sulyecta of

examuuation. The s is, we all know, s ditfculty

which has met at the thresbold those who have been

influential 1 establishing systeros of national educa-

tion ; [ mean that which arises frum the number of re-

higlous sects into which the population is divided

Tuts 15 not the occssion for entering into any discus-

sion upon that painfully interesting question, Whot-

ever difficulty 1t has occssioned in Eogland or Ireland

must bo exrpected to be jound here, applying with at

least equal, if not mure than equal force. 1 should be

urailling to suppose that any sdoubt could exist 28 to

my own opinion on this question, apd scarcely less

uawiiing 1o be thouzht so unjust and uucindid as not

1o acknowledge and make aliowance for the difficuls
ties which surround it. They are such, I believe, as
no pereon can fully esimate un'il he has been gl‘ll'ed
upon to deat wilh them, under the responsibility
which the duones of Government jmpose. In the
meen time, resting assured, as we may, that no gene-
ral system of instiuction can be perinanently succes.~
ful which has not the confilegce aud cordial approval
of the mincersly seligious portion of the community—
that portion, [ mean, who will think it worse than
folly to atm at desng wise cboce that which is written—
we moat wait with hope and ;iauence for ttrw sols tron
which this difficulsy to which 1 allude may receive in
other.countries more competent to grapple with it—
trosting that what may ullimately be found to be the
safe and satufactory course may, by the wisdom and
tood-ferfiug of the majority, be adopied among our.
selves. ‘When conflicting opinions upon this subject
shail ‘have been recorciled so as-to secure the full
coufidence and spproval of those who sre not inditfe-
rent 1o religious dities and considarations, it may be
hoped. that the system which is now being matured
may.arrive at that state of perfection, in refrard to the
regulations conpécted with 1t, that the Legisiature may
be sble to leaye it to operate from yearto year wita-
out disturbance or material change, 3o that all classes
may ‘become familiar with its working, and thut a
feefing- of attachment to it may have time to fcrm
betpreall assoctatians connected withthe subject arull

For it iv pot undee such disads antages thet fostitutions
tihe this can do thewr work. “Fliey requice 1o be vble
lo putsue their course of daily duldes in prace, and

mal Bchool of U
of its magnificant
dity thatsurprises ourselves, scaicely leas than the
kened to the truth of our astunislung, but ineviiable
progress. It was but a faw weeks ago that | tead in
the Westminster Reriewr, one of \he ieadang English
periodicals that deals mast frequent)y with Uolonia)
subjects, ag articlo written expressiy {tor the purpose
of impressiug upon the Beitish public a due senso of
the importasce of the North Amecican Provinces, and
of the great interests which with surprising taplduy
are sprisging up srithin the, and claiming ie attens
tion of the mother couniry. fa order to give force to
Ins sintemeaty, the writer of thiz article speska of it
as n fact, which ha evidently supposes will take his
readers Uy surprise, but thos British Notth American
Peovinces contan auong them a populstion of not
leas than 1,900,000 souls; not iruagintug that by aue
thentic returns which nad tcen published some
months beforg he was writing, Canada alune con

tained nearly 150,900 more pcoslo than he gave credit
Jor to oll these Provioces,—and that in spesking of
the whole collectively as he did, with the full purpose
t saying &s tauch a3 he conld hunerily gay for their
uportance, ko bad gunk in bis siatement wbout 800,
Ve of their actual populativn. luail of thae exten-
sive Colunies of the Bitish Crowan, distinguushied as
they aro by A logal aud generous appreciation of their
position a8 & portion of the British Ewmpmee, the same
spirit of calerprize {s at this moment in uctive em-
ployment with the aid of singular advantages, in
develomng their grent national resources.  Every
thing that we sce and fecl at the present time, or
can discern ia the future is full of encvuragement
to the furmer, the mecbanic and the Jaborer,~and sy
for the liberal professions it 18 impoas;ble that the

can languish amung a prosperous people. \yhen it
tvas proposed to unite tno Provinces of Canada, the
scheme first gubmitted to Parliament was to conier
municipal instituilons by erecving sn ine woole terri-
tory five great District Councils for the inunicipal
purpotes, with power to a very cousiderable extent of
controlling the action ef the Provincial Legislature.
‘But tns suggestion was wisely, I cnak, sbaadoned,
for these five Councils would have cunsutated so
many Little, but not suffictently lutle Parliaments, in.
conveniently clasbing with the Provincial Legislative
body. [u placc of these we see established in our
auinerous cauniies, fownships, cities, towns apd vile
lages, councilg winch better compo.t with the idea
of purely municips!l corporations occupying them.
selves i improving the matenial and social conditiva
of their respective localities, and smoutbing, if 1 may
so express myself, tho aspesttics of & rough-=because
a new country. That theae corponue bodies may

| know how to use, without abusing their powers it s

indispensable that the great body of the peupls b
whom they are cected should be intelligent and well
disposed—able to distinguish between the evil and

| the good. not1o mo ais only, but ia woat we may call
n somo degree matters of policy and goveinment.,! uppuriuai'y of belng present utsucha cerrmony™ 4§34

Nothing can ensure this but eacly duc:gline, and
early and sound instruction, It s t.ue
learning may 12 some cases do hurus rather t

make him a 1238 vajuavie, because a8 more daageious
member of socioty than he might have been without
it.  But these are excepuonts cases. [t wouid be as
wise 1o reject a6 use of raiiwags becsase an ocea-
sional tram runs off the track, as to hesitals to give
education to the multiiude for fear it may in somes in-
stances be perverted, as no doubt 1t w.ll be to bad pur.
poses. Butin truth this question is now decxdts io

rative advaniages of promuting, or ueglecting edoca-
tion would be & useless waste of ime.  The multiply-
ng calis furinteiligencs in the vaseties of employ meut
which are daily increasing—the wondertul cheapness
and facuily which improvements in the art of priuting

be brskenUp by tné introduction of & new machinary.

l

free from the digtraction uf uacertainty, and the sgila- ] trurbergable torend aim wiile po greal, sad he deaice,
tion and antiety ol change. (Applause.) Icivre these | 99 temtly auiveisal, that 1n> Jew whe My FRdwip
vbseryatians by again adveiting totng very remurhable j Withvutsuchivstruction will be nede 1o ferd the wmekns
peniod inibe history of this Province at winch the Nor- | e wiecdoifry of therr ponsgion, .tnd
Eper Canadn hes waken poteersion | Hiteimtly tiue tLat f Upper Canada b
ome. Weaieadvancingwithazapts | eXeuse lor any perowy
peo- | SapRaity, Leing tound in & condition so o, grading 14
plo of othee gountries who hare besu suddealy awh. | five-nlan, a1t 80 upsuileble 10 an Sccouutabla beinges

]

at a little ' 1o e.deavor to be
han | and I ooly regrot that ¢i. 8 | have beess & weih
{ good to the individual who possesses 1t, and may | ine Government, | Lave been 60 seldoto able ig

evary free country, and speculations about the compa- i

and the quickesd cliculntion of intelligence, which
wedetire fivw iberni jvelel MrsSiimants and aku
magic woudersul the telegiupb, must make Jhe peeapys,

0] .
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enduwed w

Wath eveapibing Lo uIge aus 10 temnpl them 1o the e
quisition vl knowledge, snd eve ything to shi \herh ju
volaliing at, 1t will be imposnibie 1hat the peoply’ |
Canada can do utherwise than fre) st In theit coba-
caiphistically ¢ purcrty und shame shall be to Aim Sha¥
refuseth inalruction, * 1t must take lime, 1o doudl, bae "
lute the prevaiting 1nficnce of edutation cah bd bo.
luly feil. “Lhie dujntsivn thrvugh o lerge & couniry,
of weutlicient numbes of well quantinl teachuh by the -
instraamentality ol this Nuitaal Sebool, cam not be lns =
stantanicvus  Yanious clicuinstunees conent to limit
the pumber pressing turw and i each yess to avad thems?
selves of lig udvaitages—but the advance will obill, bu,
tapid. It will be & quickly wultiplying precess,—
every well-iatonned aud wel “liained ‘eacher will ime
patt what e Lias leatn-d to many, who §n their twiw,
though they will not ail Leteachets, will all contzibute
1 agme degree, by what tiey bave awyuirsd, to 1aing «
the genersr staudasd of sutelligence~—ctunes aid
vices, nu doutt thets will Ye, whils there are
men bern WHR impetuvus  passions and witke®
weak undesstardings; Lut the tuwber of afopeny
must be duntished, toi thete will be tewer {0 cou
(CuANCe, Auy 1hoie 10 teprove them. Hut 1 have a1 °*
tcagy detained you 100 lupy.  \We shali hate. 1. bcine, %
fram the Rev Superintendent, aud Iton. other. goidbe-rs
men, somie ntelesting d taiis ol tne aystem and J A
grees 06 the Novmal xud Model Schools, hbu&'b‘ln‘
veen fuunded by the Legislature on so Duttul % ®ethiy,):
and are to be heacetorth so sduiravly acoviumpduteds®

And 1 cineure you wul hesrtily and .wcﬁ(c(},‘ﬁﬂ:
3]

with snie in the wish that they nay-berunié 'wg
s uments 1n the hands ot Provivdtpe fFUSPNIN
the wellare of this Viovince. and promoting the tapusse
poral l;d etesual baphivess ot its poople, LUiapt, ape
piause, Tu Trem me
Hos. Np. Elixezs ross amidar greal applausie, SRy’
s8;d, Lauies und Guuilemen, | bave suldam founds
wyecll 1w u poiition of greater aunbarragsment Shanfe s
uv on the preseat aceasion having to tollow a ge qu“
man of the learning and eluguence of thy 15::“«'
Lol Sustjue, wbo has just aducessed you., I (feed’*
particularly cmbagrassed on the pesént occasion
because [ awa under the necessity of saying lba‘tdl
prescot mysolf belure you totally unprepaced to ad-
dress you in thut munuer whicl you Luve certainly a:-
f1gut 10 oggect feum the announcement ioade {n cons,,
ficcuion wth this ogening ceremony  When thé Rev®?
Supslateadent of hducation spuke to me ia Quebdd; &
two or theeo weeks ago, upon the subject, I nad por?
idea that { should be called upon to du wore. thay,.
to move a resolution, He then stated o me ﬂitt{i' .
buildiug was ty be open- d, ud wes kind enougl th ™
invi.e e 10 tuke & part 10 tho pio eedings P*'l’oltt!
0ot Only (rom the inerest I buve taken fn Comn\?g
Hchoul” Education, but from the position which®'t

veccupy, that it was my duty to avall mysslfof“the’’

feei that it is the duty of tnembers of the Goventmdat?
preseat upon occasions: 1Hé‘Tl

myself of mesiings of a similur cha scter to'¢
scat.  The sespocsibility of my want of prepit
must Test with the Rev Supennundcn(ﬁ 1198
not 36 sughtage doubt that ne will be able?
tull explsoation of the system which willtha p
ne.e, and I am sure no ooe is more capable
to gyve such an explanation. My own remurky
bisef indeed, for since oy arvival tn towait has
1mpossible fur me to arru-yge wy thouglits Wpotsr“the
subject As my wortly friend the chairioan hus syight
bare taken anuterest in the various bitld wnﬁ hu'!p
been intrudaced ugon the aubjectof Education. 185847
tay with regard 10 this uy well 23 o our Municipal
and ovr aszessment Iaws; and otlier great moasures, J

have given inthe preduction of books and newspapers, j s one of those wiu thiuk hat we canaut ariive s



