
thelr ownl consciences, and secondly, to do away prejudices f'îoni
tiiose without. If yuu, have any such thin é in your Churcli as an
Evang-elist or IPastor, who could or wvoulId corne ainong us and perform
this labor of love, iii so doing yoiu would confer on us a great favor,
gind wve %vould bear the expense.

ie îei

J. S. received the first rudiments of a church of Christ in Paisley,
Scutland. le biail been tweni.y years a iember, five of whieh he
Nvas Deacon, and lience ho thought i-ht l)e inferred his right to
adnîiniste.r the ordinance of Baptisrn. .We helieve that ail ivho have
liberty frorn the clîurch to preachi the gospel, have also a right to
'baptize those who confess Christ's nanle and obeclience to his
.iomnandiieîuts: ' We beg- your answer, irnnediately
in thp jîanxe of the C.hurchi.

jOIIN STEPHqEN-\SONp
DAVID 0 1Mt.
.4ND1tEIV NISBET.i

HIALIFÂX, October 26, 1836.
J.'ear Rr-cihre-n,

1l received your Letter,-wh joli seepis to seek christian counisel
in respect to the Churcli with wbom you worship, setting, apart. sonie
of the brethren tu the .Elders' office, lIt is a responsible thing to g ive
directions respecting the institutions of the Churchî of Christ, beyond
-%vhat his word plaitily reveals. - 'Secret thiings belong unto the
Lord our God, but those which are revealed belong untu us, and te
.Our' cîild ion lfrever, that wc may do ill the words of this Iaw.-"-
Deut. xxix. 29. The difflculty of finding out fromi the New Testa-
nienît an answpr te cur inquiries, or. any partiçular suhject, often
arises frorn our seeking in it, for th;.is, or for a W-ay of doing things,
about Nybich it bias iit-ver made any revelation. Churches aie to uhey
and to cont'urî to, t'Ac Iaws and ordinances %which Christ has ordained
aind by apostubce exarnple or precept pointed Qut.-They are tiot
iaw inakeis, and canuot expeet te find frorn th~e New Testament
any directions hosv to fulfil the traditions of miei.

1 cannot discover that the Bible reveals any thiqg eq!uivale.. t to
what nuany rne.-i by the ternis " coustituting a churchi witii, or witil-
out a covenait, being put in chuireh order," &c (&,c.- these widi
différent persous iniply the mc>st différent ideas.-I learn troni tliat
revelation of the 'Spirit, which holy muen %iere ioved by liii» to niakie
known to mian, that. God biathl tn hese last days spoken (into us b
his Son, and bis Son, by his Apustes-these speaki.ng as they %% ere
mînoved by the Lluly Ghost, and ýtierefure infallibiy knowing tho
mind of Chi ist, CoUld alune d iret.cli urclies Rowi to act, agreeably tu
the divine will ; or cbàdihLspeçially instruet and appoint othierâ,


