
CHIURCH WORK.

gfone, sur1roundeci by wveeping and
praying ministers and relatives, be-
comling at lengtiî the centre of
interest tLo everybody, se, that the
llrst question in the morining on the
.treet -%as likoly to be, "I)id WilIie
J-et religrion last nighlt?"-I
sawv that noble boy under this
erroneoils doctrine of conversion
wrestle and si'ilIr thus, with a heart
already surrendered and ccnsccrated
to Christ as far as genuine ifîitlî and
willingnriess could muake it se, sek-
ingy vainly for a religion whîlch lie
already had, and finally at the end
of the revival, -abandoning that
Teligtion in despair.

This case illustrates vividly whiat
astumnbling-«blockz to, mlany sincere

seekcers of Christ is the popular
idea of conversion wvhich bias grown
out of revivalismi. The great de-
velopmient of eulotional experienlc
in revivalisnm, and the undiscrirni-
inating use of Scripture texts whicli
relate fo the feelings, hias engcen-
dered a false and wide-spread
notion that conversion consists in
a more or less sudden transit frorn
Inisery to rapture, rather than in
that resolute, w~ell-considered
change of will, boru of thec Holy
Ghost, but takcing effèct in a froe,
dIeliberate and deteriiiined choice
f0 follow Christ, tho power of
«w.ýhichi cornes frorn GOD, ýaid the l
effort of whicli cornes fron tlic
persevehing Ivill itself.

This notion was to nie the sttnb-
ling 'block of my youth. It deter-
red me for years from. nmaking a
confession of Chiri st, years that I
shall ever deplore, as the b-,aleful
ourse of sin whose crippling effect
I expeet to, feel for life. .Again
and agrain I have found others suf-
fering from the sarne error ; and I
hàrdly ever prepare a confirmation

class witholit liavingr tu reimove this
stumiibling,-block froin the patli of
sonie.

On the oCher hand it mills asleep,
the vigilance bothi of the convert
and the Church. Let eiuotional
experience, and self-s.tti.sf-ictioni bc-
coulic thîe test of religion, and let
the effort of botlh iininister and
people be to proiotc perpetital or
wüekly rapturesit mrust workc iiani-
fold ûvii.

Mien tuie season, the revival is
over, the Church must surrender
lier raptures for a tirie ; with. the
ceasing of tlic raptures and feol-
inigs, whicli iere the imainspring,
the zeal of the Churcli slackeuns, its
brotlherly activities sl.îcken, its fra-
ternizations of ricli and pool., ifs re-
pentances an d selîf- exanuxinations,
its vigilant watcli of the penitents
and care of the couverts, its dili-
gent use of public worship and thec
closet, its sob)er aud perseveringr
ciuploy]iicnt of all'the lnîcans of
g,,race.' Wliy not? Is nlot flie Out-
pouringg cone, thc stinier pasf, tlie
harvc%-st endecl ? \Vait for another
seaison. * * *

The vice of the syitem of IRe-
vivahisim, as popularly used, is in
tlie mistakze about conversion. . Let
us have i~vvlîwithout the.
error. Let us teacli that what con-
stitutes one a Christian is not -au
eniotional experience, but flic an-
swer or petition to GoD Of -t grooc
conscience: that tlic baptismal
vows nmadle or ratifled in sincerity
aud trutli are the substance of con-
version ; and that flic wholo circle,
of Christian liîé is includeud in
theoir range. Thau. let us u-se every
po-wer GOD «bestows On His Churcb.
f0, bring the incon-verted iiit, and
the converted ri» to those vowis.
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