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nious practices" excite. As fQr using our
names and inventing any stories about us
whichi may induce natives to go ou board
their vessels, that is the cominon trick
adoptcd by the traders. There are some-'
I trust verte flew-men sailing in these ves-
sels who have takzen a voyage in the South-
crn Cross, and the fact thiat tlhey have been
on board the mission vessel gave a plausibi-
iity £0 their story. Iu several of these
islands some of our scholars are living;
they speak a littie Enlish, and conimuni-
cate more or less readily with any white
men. 0f course they use their influence
t0 dissuade tlicir people frotn going in sucli
vessels. They kno-w nothing about the
Queensland aud Fiji plantations, but they
know quite enongli of thc chat-acter of
these vesseis to w'.arn their people against
going ia them.

Many natives of Tanna, Vte, and of
the Loyulty Islands are employed by these
traders for the boatin- ivork. «Tliese men
are among the niost rekless and miscliieý-
ous of the whoie nuinher of pansons con-
cerned ini the trado. Naisileile, the Chiris-
tdan chief of Mare, bas forbiddcn axiy
native of that isiand t0 go on board any of
these vesseis. It wveuld be wvell if wvhite
mnen were to foliow his exampie.

Ia conclusion, I desire to protest b3, anti-
cipation against any punishrnent beingin
flicted upo.i natives of thms islands wvho
may cut off vesseis or kili boats' creîvs, until
it is ecearly shown that tdiese aets are not;
donc lu the wnv of retribution for outrages
first coxnmittcd by white men. Oniy a few
days ago a report reached me that a boat's
crewv had been k-illed at Espirito Santo.
Nothing is more iikely. I expeet to hecar
of such things. It *is the white man's
tàuiî, and it is unjnst 10 punishi the colored
muan fur doing what, under such eircum-
stances, he may naturally bcecxpected to
do. P'eople say and write inconsidcerateiy
about the trenchery of thQse isianders. 1
have expcrienccd ino instance of anyîhing
of the kind during fourteenl ycars' inter-
course with them; andI 1 may fairly claini
the riglît-to bo beiieved when I say that
if the Melanesian native is treatcd k-indiy,
hie will reciprocaite suchit rcatment readiIy.
The contact of înany of these traders
aýssures ail the %vorst suspicions and pas-
sions of tha wild, untanghit mian. It is not
diflicult to find an answer to the question
-Whlo is the aveand wlio is the licn-
then man?

Imperial legisiation is rcquired t0 put an
end to this miserable state of thin gs. Strin-
gent rem~Ilations onrrht;t bc ade sud en-
forccd Y)y heavy penalties, as toi the size
and flttings of vessais liccnsed to couvcy
natives to and fromn the South Ses Islands
to Qaeensland aud Fiji. Aidetailsshouid

*be spccificd and vigilantiy carried out, as

to the number of natives that may bo put
on hoard, thecir food, clothing, payaient,
terni of labour, rcconveyance to their
homes.

Two srnall nxen-of-wvar oucdit to cruise
constantiy amng the isianas, and espe-
cislly iii the neighhourhood of Queensland
ani (IFiji, to interccpt vessais bringing na-
tives to those parts, sud to examine lut>
the observance*or non-observance of thQ
re-~ilations.

~It is mauifestly t0 the planter's interest
£0 discourage thc iaîviess practices now
going ou lu the islands.

If lie wishes to have a îvilling, good-
humourcd set of mcn on his plantation, it
is evident that; they must corne to him wil-
iingly, and receive lr-om 1dm sucb Irest-
ment that they -%viil -%vork for him cheer-
fuiiy.

At pt-ascut nîany of thesc islanders am~
broughit 10 the plantations iu an sngry,
sulien, revengeful state of miint. 'Who
cau wvonder ut it? The ilsnter pays a
lipsvy suin now-amountiug it is saiti, itn
some cases, to £10 to £12 per head-for
the so-esl!ed " passage" given to thobe irn-
pot-ted labourers. 1 do not; believe that the
planters justify or desire the continuante
of thes protzeedings lu the isiands. It mai,
he that ouiy a feîv persons wiould be found
-îvilli.ng to corne if their free consent wwa
requîreti; andi that compulsion is necessary
if labourers are, to hc procurcd at aIl. In
this ca1se it is not; too miels 10 Say thas frec
labonrers must ho sought elsewvhere, amxont,
the Chinese or other people NOio are able ta
proteet theinseix'cs froin injustice.

But mv belief is that there vill bc shvaye
soute, nlos mauy, islanders iiing £0, lest-e
their homes for« a. lime, if once it is thio-
noughly kinown by expenience tit they %%ril]
bc treateti kindiy an d fsinly, snd brouglit
homo at the px-oper tinie. Curiosity, c\-
citement, the spirit of atIventure, ivili over
induce sonie men to volnteer for any cin-
ployaient that is not distsstcfui, %vith peo-
ple svho cnt thixem honesty and fsirly.

There are some tvo or t irce vessels hion-
ourably distingcuishiet froni the rest Ihv '-i,-
and geierous t-catient of tise xxasive..
One. suci vesse] was at anchor for sozas
weceks iu Vanna Levu harbour. I do uoi
I do not kuoîv i naine.

Gnnevicrogi (tlme Leper Island had)
spcsaks of a xvhuier, a thrtec-mscd vesse],
tvhich ivas visited ihv somne oif thecir pcopk,
is came ons to blov. aud th. Leper -lsnd-
er-s %vcre ke1ît ou lionîrd ail mi.;lsî, -%ell féd,
and! sent zisliorc wti] present.; xxext mnOrfl-
ing. Uce could 11ot tell Illne tht. name ofilt
vessel. But she %vvas a whier, aînd surh
treatinelit of uîaitive-i is customary ti auch
vessels.

I regret thant I amx nnabie to attend thi
Gencral Synoti, sud timat 1 lose tise oppot-
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