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THE LATE REV. SAMUEL F. JQHNSTON.

[CONCLUDEID.]

Wx, have before us a considerable aumber et' :Mr. Johin.ston's private Jettere.
Frein tixe date of bis first le-aving home tilt bis deafb lie ivas a fiaithful and
attcntivo correspondent, not only with the inembers of bis father's farnifly, but
'wittx niany ether fri'nds. These letters arc fine exhibitions of affection and
piety. Vie w'ould not be deing justice to our subjeet without fiýving speci-
me~ns, thoughi we icgret that our space wvill render it necess~ toecurtail
thein.

On tlic 18th Deccaîber, 1857, writing fo his parents in reference to a very
paînt'ul event, the dcath of' tweo near relatives; on oxie day, lie saYs:

Il1 received 3 ours of the lOfli mat. to-day. Trîîly 't conveTs sad, mnclancholy
intelligyence. Tinis malies a %vide brcach in the faniily, and is- surciy a loud cati
tu tiiose 'Ilho are le! t to preptire t\ incet their Cod. May titis dispeasation etf
God's Providence bc sanctilied to all wiîo reniain. Titis strokie, so hcavy, scvere

nrd inysterious is not witiîout a design. L et us ende-::iur to learn titis decsign
an-d tbus to derive itiat tesson from titis affliction ivhieh Cod is, in infinite Iiad-
ness and goodneqs. designiag to teach tiiose w~ho are Icit. ihink not ttîat becauso
I axa abisent froîn the scenc of aifiuiction 1 %vili not lêci the strei<e or be interestedl
ia it. Truc 1 ain absenit-as it is prohable I shuil ho on ail sucti occasions in fa-
ture--but ny Ilboughits are not absent, and nîy sympathies are ivith yoni. Your
Eorrews are iay serroiws. * * * * *

IlTrutv it munst bc tryiîîg te you te part with these wlie have beca with you in
ait your irnoceat ciîildish sports, and with whoia siace thc days ef ehiidiieod you
have iived in the* bonds eof perfect unily and tendercst affe~ction. But as yen bc-
lîeld tue cold eartlî coering tiîcm froax your vicw did yoti net tura yonr tiîoughts
te tue niansions et' glory te wbieh tbey baid gonte, and whiere yen in a short tin:e
at înost wvill mneet thexa with sangs and everlasting joy ? With sucli tiioughits,
an-d sueh a gierious prospect before yen, %vere you net comforted and enabled te
reiîce in tue spoiling of your goods ? But farier, wvhcn yen wverc tius coinafort-

cd with thcse dcligýhtful anticipations, did yen ret, thiak of those who have neo
sncb coasobtien-ne sucti boe-no sncb prospects iii the futurc-%vhere frieads
separate te meet la cveriastiag burning? Sbenld net our hecarts, en siteh occa-
sions particularly, yearn ivitiî conmpassien for these whe are in suchi a condition,
shotd net s eh theughits meve us te earncs!1ness in our endeaveurs toecxtcad te
thicca the biccsings which we enjoy? Oh ! w~hat base scliishncss toecnjoy tiiese
uaspe.t-abie blcseingys and net labour caracstly te extcnd tbem te these whe hLve

theni not!
-lui the deatb of evcry fricnd 1 hear a veice, sil, silent, caraest, appaling,

crying, ' Go preacli tlie gospel toecvery creature.' Let us attend te it as it now
culi't 8 vith unilsnal cariitstntss-let lis iîeware that we do net iitake its imîport.

I feot tîxat the tixac is faxst appî'oac'hîg ilen 1 maust cithor slhrink back or as-
sane responeibilîitics, (rt, nuinereos and trying. The nearer tbey îcpprcoacii the
more weighty de tlîey appear. Yet, at blînes I coutd, wcre it net; that sncbi weor,
is eiujoined1 on lina-an iastrumentality, witliagly lay niysellf in the sulent tonîb.
For vlîe is suficient for tliese tîiags ? 1 soe mc'nes fear tiîat yen ivitl nît give
credit te such siroag expressions of a sesec of' responsihilities because you inaai
licar ni) suîcli expresexions froin my lips. This is nîy nature, and 1 canniot; ielp it
I love te kecp îny thtîeglits, trouible, &c., te iîîysclf, hiddca -%vithia nîy owvr
besom, an-d onty to pour ttîein eut in retircaxent te ene wlîo k-news tîew te 8,ym.
patiizo."

The fellewving is an cxtract ef a letter te bis parents dated Philadelphia
January 15, 1858 :

clSince 1 came on lîc my niind lias been littie occupi witli tiouglîts relatiai
te my country and its dear an-d tender associations. Tiies are gliding freati nî


