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Paniela, miiglit secure hints froni the
present heroine's letters. \Vith cona-
mendable diligence she only kept the
hiero waiting lier reply tiI) îiext day.
'lhle drarnatic unities are so far welt
observed. The action of the plot itself
begins 1*1in ma/as 1-es. 'l'lie heroine
hiaving been assailed by the villain, she
and the hiero agree that hie wvill take
upon hiniseif ail the brunt of the attack,
on the principle that Coesar's wife should
l)c above suspicion. The heroine is a
saint (of the Order of the Wornan o
Saniaria) and uses lier saititly reputa-
tion to shield the hero frora the asper-
sions cast against bita. T1his is sorne-
what of a departure from, dramatic
tradition, but accords well wili the ncw
age of woian's righits. Witb great
dramatic skill Mr. Pierce omits froni
the letter of the confidential ag,,ent a
clause that mnight interfère with this
artifice, and so concentrates the interest.
On page 12 a sentence reads: IIXTour
assertions in your letter of iînpurity in
those %v'ho remain near the Leader,"
but in the original historical document
deposited in die National Archives, the
sentence reads: "Your assertions, in
your letter, of perfidy in the Leader,
and of impurity, etc." Thé omission
of this littie clause removes the shiadow
of imputation frota the heroine's fair
famie, so far as caîî be gathered from
Mr. Pierce's "Fracts."

The heroine's letters are full of such
good advice that there can only be the
deepest regret that these counsels are
not more stringently followed. But
even the exponents of these ideals do
not appear to have comipletely appre-
hiended theta. The lecturers, as Mr.
-Pierce points out, have almost without
exception fallen under the influence of
sonie deadly blight. Some foolish.
people have supposed this to be the
resuit of association with the hero and
heroine. Others have declared that
th-s,ý lapses art purely iniaginary, and
as wve know tiat Shakspere would
sacrifice any historical fact for the sake
of dramnatic effect, it is possible that
1\1r. Pierce, aiming at IIthe great liter-
ary touch " whicb the heroine spcaks
of, and folloîving a high example, iiiay
thus have been induced to deal with
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the material at his disposa%. Thc de>tlî.
of the faIl.of these minions 3if therc be
a fail, can lbe juLdged from, the termis of
a letter addressed to the Irish villain in
Novemnber, 1897. WThat deceit lie is,
capab)le of is also clear when it is
rerneabered that at this time even
"the greatest adept in five thousand
years" failed to perceive bis truce char-
acter. Thus tenderly she addressed
hirn :-" Trhere is a thrill in the heart
for thee, son, after reading your letter
of November the third. Ahi, you do
understand what 1 arn driving at. 1
can assure you that if every memiber
would grasp niy plans as you do and
work, that in the next ten years I could
bind aIl the chuirches in one great
whole-ljniversal Brothcrhood. My
heart grows sick whien I look out over
the îvorld and sec the millions of souls
that are calling for hclp. The M\asters
have the hcelp, but wbere are the torch
l)earers ? So few, so Cciv." The heart-
sickness of the heroine sectas charac-
teristic. She gets sick over the villain's

Iliard and fast plan, " whatever it is, on
page xx. Th'iis, perhiaps, should only l)e
understood in a 1'ickwickian sense, for
we knio% that adcpts do not wvorry over
the antics of the iniserable little homun-
culi that ape theta. As Maeterlinck
bas it, Il Vhat god, that is indced on
the heights, but must smile at otir
gravest faults, as we smile at the puppies
on the hearth rug? " This is a weak-
ness iii portraiture wvhich MNr. Pierce
can remedy in future editions -we
would suggcst an illustrated one-and,
as the letter in which this passage
occurs wvas neyer received by the villain
to wvhomn it is addressed in print, nio
violence wvill be donc to Ilfacts." A:i
the letter is dated the i6th Septem-ber,
and the 'lScotsmian " sailed on the
14th it cannot be said that it %vas lost
ia that wreck. Possibly w'e can ap-
preciate the consid2ration which found
tinue for an immediate and prolonged
reply amid the excitenient of meeting
King Oscar.

"Facts" is really a most aniusing docu-
nient. It wyas; impossible that I could
take it seriously, although there are
some wvho thoughlt I should. To those
wvbo knowv the :réal facts, however, there
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