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equivalent to duralle or lasting, but not to undecaying or unalterable.”
If it meant the latter, it could certainly not fairly be applied to
artificial teeth in their relations to the mouth.  Changes in the mouth
affect the continued uscfulness of a plate in two ways : first, by mak-
ing it difticult or impossible to retain it in place; and secondly, by
depriving it of proper support, it is ltable to break from the increased
stain of mastication. This I believe to be a very frequent cause of
breaking of plates in the mouth, of whatever material they are made.

To these causes must be added the various accidents to which they
are liable out of the mouth, and the recklessness with which gome
persons use them. I have no statistics from which to form an esti-
mate of the average duration of permanent sets, but my impression
is that full sets on 1ubber average from five to eight years; partial
sets on the same base consuderably less, and whole sets on gold some-
what more,—say ten-years. Suppose, then, a person neglecting his
natural teeth on the score of economy, begins with a partial set,
which he may find it necessary to have replaced before desiving to
part with all his teeth ; Iater he gets an eutire set, which, in addition
to occasional repairs, requires to be renewed every five or ten years ;
and the financial argument —that which to him is the most weighty
—will upon examination be found lss favorable to artificial teeth
than it scemed at first sivht,

Another guestion worthy  of attention is this: Are not those
changes which are constantly going on i the mouth destitute of
natural teath, even where substitutes are worn, liable, if commenced
early in life, to hecome so grent hefore old age is attaived as to make
the continued use of avtificial teeth npracticable ! If so, it ought to be
known, as it might tend to chicck re: kleseness in regard to the nataral
organs.

The alwove has heen written rather ta gl an expression from others
upon the points involved than to determine them myself, and I hope
I will not be disappointed.—Dental Cosinos.

WORK AND REST.

In these days of fast living and hard working, when every nerve
is strained to get the most dons in the shortest time, it is well to
remember that the

“8weet vicissitudes of rest and tol make casy labour.”

It is not so much for physical toil that the present day is noted ;




