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Rop culture..
THERE are several varieties of hops, and intending

cultivators sbould endeavour to ndapt the kind to
the nature of the soil at command. Some of Ihe
coarser vareties will flourish in land wheie the more
delicate sorts will not grow at ail. The Canterbury,
Farnham, and Golding varietice require a deep sali,
as their roots bave a tendency ta strike downward.
Other varieties, as the Grapo or Kent, and Cluster,
will do well on a ligliter soil, since tbey are more
shallow-rooted. The best position for a hop-yard la
a somewhat protected one. If too much exposed,the
wind will often mako sad havoc in it. But a low-
lying situation must be avoided, lest the hops rot and
mould. l reference to planting and managing a
hop-yard, a correspondent of the Rural New Yorker,
writing from Hamilton, N. Y., says:-

"The manner of planting ln this region la to
tborougbly pulverize the soll, mark the ground into
squares seven feet one way and eiglt the other, or 4
by 14, where wires are to bc used. The laut plan is
not advisable lin either case, as the bills are too near
each other la the row. The first la preferable. The
moots are prepared by cutting in pieces-each piece
containing two joints. Two or more small holes are
mado whero the hill is to be,
and two picces of roet placed
in each bole, the operator be-
lng careful to fil all space
around the roots with fine dry
sol. The intervening space la
nsually planted to corn, boed
thoroughly-no weed bcing al-
lowed to seed. In fall, after
the ground la cleared of.corn,
ach hill should reccive a

liberal supply of manure. In
spring, as soon as the frost la
out of the ground, the manure
should be drawn off from the AMOrau
bills to allow the plants 4to
get a vigorous start. Caro should b faken to
break off nona of the arliest vines; for experience
bas taught that the carlier they start the sooner they
will ripen, and thus escape the mald and lice whioh
afect them late in the season."

Wc cannot do botter than give an extract from a
letter addresed to the Cquniry Gentleman, on the after
treatment of a hop-garden:--

" After the first year's crop, commencing with the
second ycars' crop, before- the poles are set, the
earth, by grubbing around the bills, should be re-
moved so as to expose tho vines of the preceding year
down to the crowh of th roots; the old stalk and
3uckers and offsets which may bavn sprung from tho
precedlnj year shaould be eut off closelywith a sharp
kxife, leivlng the crown of the bill li a convèx
shape. Cover the bill again wlth a thin coating of
tn earth mixed with manure or other fertilizer, as
ay be, cre being oberved at ihe timo to stiok up a

mark to bills which arc weakfy, and will require
emaller poles. Grubbing and pruning should bc
strictly adhered to ln order to secure a good crop.
and prevent the worm lncreaaslng. I have experi-
mented on a few acres of hops In order to save labour
bynot pruning and grubbing,but trying to subdue the
worm by rsing materials that I knew were not injurious
to the bop vines. The effects were, the hop began to
decrease by the worms working and eating the vines,
so much sO that the vines were entirely caten off after
they had reached the top of the poles. I know no
botter way than pruning and grubbing, for it helps
very much in subduing the worms, although many
times the worm makes snch havoc on the vines that it
becomes necessary to go through the yard the second
time, whlch is done by working the worm from the
hill by a charp stick. As a general thing, the worm
la found wh'îre the best and thriftiest vines grow, near
the bed roots. In the management of hop grounds.
it may be laid down as a positive rude that the ground
should be kept ulean from worms and weeds, and the
soil kept well enrlcbed."

In some localities, the scarcity of suitable polos is
a dlMculty in the way of hop-growing, but this
country is so well supplied with cedar-the very best
timber for the purpose-that Car.adian cultivators

need b at no laos on this account. Th lack of poles
and lithe Injurions effeets of highwinds have led to the

Siventioan and introduction of a mode of culture
wbleih ls illustrated ln the accompanying wood cut:

This "stake and string yard" was patented ln
Decembei last by F. W. Collins, of Morris, Otsego
Co., N. Y., and La usually designated " Collins' Hori-
zontal HojYard." Though only recently patented,
the invention has been tested for soveral years, and
la hihly spoken-of by competent judges. The Hop
Growers' Journal commends It li very Strong terms.
It says:-

" The plan referred to is net a new or untried ex-
periment, but excellent and experienced growers,
who are dslanterested wltnesses, state the results of
several years' use of this method in terms of high
commendation."

Its cbief- advantages as set forth by the inventor
and patentee are,-

1. Cheapness. One stake from 8 to 10 feet higl
sufilces for a bill. The polos necssary for one acre
by the Oid plan will sunec for, ftour acres on this
plan. Broom-imakers' twine la used to connect the
polos at the tops.

2. The hops ripen carlier, and are ls liable to
rust.

3. The yield is greater, and the hops are of boer
quality.

4. The labour of tending and picking la less than
on the long poles, or the patent hop frames.

5. Tiere la much less danger of their being injured
by high winds, whipping against each other, th
stakes giving nvay, or being blown down, than on
the long poles or higlh frames.

6. The ground being much less shaded, the sun
warms the earth, and matures the fruit nat only
carlier, but more perfectly.

7. The hops can bc gathered without cutting off the
vine near the grouxnd, which always causes such a
flow of sap from the root as to naterially weaken,
and in some cases entirely destroy the hill.

As already remarked, parties who have tried this
mode of bop culture praise it very bighly. One
extensive hop grower states that the yield was at
least fifty per cent. greater on the horizontal plan,

than by the ordinary method
of cultivation. Hie adds that
in the breaking of the arms
and blowing down of the poles,
there ls a saving uf at least ten
per cent. more. Another says
of it -"In the first place, it is
botter,becauseyou get, I think,
about one-third more hops per
acre than you can from long
polos. Secondly, it is better,
because it is a great saving of
labour. A boy 14 years old
cnu perform any part of the la-
bour, or all of it, from setting
the pol,es to harvesting them."

Many other testimonies of a similar nature migat be
quoted.

The yield of hops in this country is far Ices than
thf demand for them. Accordingo the last Provin-
cial Trade Returns, there werc imported into Canada,
ln 1862, 356,508lbs.ofhopsa, tacostofS5,165. Of
this amount, $7,571 went to Great Britain, and
$50,594 ta the United States. Every dollar thus
expended might very easily be retained in Canada.

Salt as a Manire.
VffE have receivCd several inquiries On the

aboveaubject, li reply to which wO may sate, that
much differenca of opinion exlst§ at present among
agricultural authoritics respecting the utllity of sait
as a fertllizer. It bas long been considered that fle
action of salt was boneficial in various ways, but this
liew has lately been questioncd, and same weighty


