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this year, will furnish all the evidence necessary to
prove the great beaesit to be derived by the farners
in following up the cultare of flax.

There I3 scarcely a county in the Western part of
the Province, that bas not taken the matter up, the
demand for seed in the various districts, where the
trial has ulready beon made, has far exceeded the
aupply.  Col. Mitchall, of the Norval Mills, Messrs.
Perine Bro., Messra, Black & Forrester, St Mary s, and
other mills in full operation, have distributed & much
larzer quantity of sead this yeas than ever before, in
addition to the quantity kept by the farmers them-
selves for their own sowing. The number of new
scutching mills about being erected. far exceeds all
former expectations, and great activity will be exhbit-
ed on the part of the mill owners this fall. At Weston

Mr. John Dennis, has commenced operations, and in
addition to his woollen factory is now getting in
machimnery for scutching flax At Stratford Woor. |
stock, Brantford, Wluthy, Newecastle. St Catharines |
London, Springfield, Lucan. Elora, &¢.. &c . mills are !
being put into operation, and st Nt ‘fhomas the enter- |
prising firm of Messrs. Perine, Bro, & (o, have!
extended their works and have distributed from five
to six hundred bushels of seed in their usual liberal
manner.

The large quantity of raw material produced will
furnish strong inducements to the capitalist to com-
mence operations, in preparing  to manufacture such
goods a3 will meet 8 ready sale in the market. -
Already a company has been formed in Toronto for
the purpose of starting an il mill, another step in
the right direction The attention” of scme of our
ingenious mechanics will also be called into requisi-
tion, to furnish all kinds of machinery in this depart-
ment. The want of a simple brake, to prepare the fiax
for seutching, is much felt, it being now necessary to
send to New York, or some other part of the States,
pay duty and transportation, &c, which should be
avoided if possible.

Flax requices little or no attention after sowing
until harvest sets in, unless some strong weeds make
their appearance, which ought to be removed. Thig ie
not likoly to bo so much the case here as in Ireland,
and other flax growing countrics. Vegotation is so|
much quicker, and flax of such rapid growth that
weeds are likely to be choked, and if they appear ot
all will be of such a delicate nature 2s ngs to tnjure
the flax plant to any extent. Much is required at the
hands of the farmeér when harvest arrives, in the
handling of lax after boing puiled or gathered into
the stock—considerable judgment is necessary in the
process of watering or grussing. Hints ou this very
important part of the management required, will
doubtless appear in good time, in 8 future number
of your valuablo paper, for their guidance.

JOHN A. DONALDSON
Spring Mount, Weston, May 16, 1861.

Growing Interest in Flax Culture.

To the Editor of Tue Cavapa Farsek:

Str :—Itis only two or three years since the subject
of flax culture was mucb discussed in Canada. Since
then it has grown into such unprecedented popularity
(owing to the hgh price of cotton) that this year
nearly every practical farmer in the Province, who
has land in the proper state of cultivation for Flax is
sowing from one (o0 ten acres, and severalas bigh as
fifty. Nearly every conatituency in Canada West,
will boast by September. the possession of an appro
ved Flax Mill, crected by some interprising capi-
talist. Experiments are being made in the manufac
ture of this product which annually produce some
new and important results. The last and most im-
gormn} of thege ig the process of cottonizing the fibre
by which it is rendered fit for manufacture into linen
in the numerous cotton mills in America, now lying
idle six months of the year. 1 am not aware whether
this process has been applied to nny of the numerous
mills in Canada at present.

Should cotton fall to its original price three years
ngo, farmers bhave become convinced from the finan-
cial returns of Flax culture, that it would be folly to
diminish the culture of this valuable texule fibre;
nevertheless, the farmers of this section are taking
considerable interest in 1t this seagon, sufficient to en-
courage the firm of J. M. Holmes & Co. to erect a
mill at Maitland. I also understand there will be one
erectad at Merrickvillo, by a company this season.
providing thoy get sufficient enconragement.

S S8

Frankville, Leods Connty

How to Plant Corn Straight,

T the Kditor of Tur, Casana Fannen :

Sir,—Permit mie to deseribe my way of planting
corn, which, after trying markers of almost every kind,
I have found to be the best. Iusenow aniron reel on
which is wound a line, such as gawdeners or masons
use, any two or three hundred yards long, so as to
reach over any ordinary field. Upoun the line at ever)
distance of a yard is o mark by a piece of white cot-
ton twine sewed through the line and knotted. When
the ground is fully prepared by the harrow, without
any previous marking, I atretch the line across the
field and plant opposite every mark on the line,
kecping hnlfa yard from tho lino up tho one aide and
down the other by the vight of the ¢ye. By antting
the line pin vn the oue sude of the field 1n a stratght
range and hfung the hine mx feet every two rows,
the ficld may be planted straight both ways.  Where
two hands ure employed planting, by their going in
opposite directiona so as to bo ready at each end to
Iift the line at the same time, the work goes ou
speedily.  Whether the hoe or hand planter is used I
have found the plan to work equally well. As no
gutter is made in this way of planting tho young
plants are not so apt to be covered with the culti
vator thu first time of boving, and when rows are
straight both ways, a8 by this plan they may be, a
careful hand cun go very ncar the plunts with the
cultivator thereby saving much hand-hoeing. The
line requires to be kept dry so as to remain about
the sume length. When corn is planted in straight
and parallel rows the ploughman who fallows for the
gucceeding crop, by counting and following the rows
of the corn stubble, can lay out hiv vidgea in regular
order. FL

County of Fssex
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Planting Forest Trees.

To the Editor of Tur. Caxaps FARNER @

Sir,—~ A9 the time will soon arrive for plant-
ing furest treea, for shade aad shelter, a selection
of trees for this purpose is a matter worthy of con-
sideration. [t is not uncommon to sco slong our
rondsi les sticks and poles that buve been planted
without any regard to soil. The maple, for instance,
is one of the hardost trees to make grow where the
subsoil is of a wet naturce ; silver maple is sometimes
planted in wet s0ils, but to grow a fine specimen you
require a fine moist tillable soil. If our forefathers
had adopicd “ Uncle Toby's™ plan of first clearing
and levelling the land before planting their trees, we
would not have the fine specinicns of natural beauty
that wo now have in mapy parts of the country. One
trec saved is worth balf a dozen chances of planting
and getting a treo established. It takes a lifo-time to
bring theae monarchs of beauty to perfection. 1 well
remember, when & hoy, sitting in the shado of a silver
maple on my uncle’s farm, growing on the bank of a
small luke in a fine Joamy soil, the admiration of all
that saw it, and a landmark for many miles. Ells-
worth ¢ Big Maple was a landing place well known 3
1ts red bud 1n the spring and its crimson and gold
leaves in autumn, and its symmotry of form made it
a beauty seldom to be found. A hig maple it was,
but like tbose that cared forit, it is gone. But its
beauty was not all, it afforded a great amount of sap.
sometimes ﬁiving two or three pails in a day, making
a pound of sugar cach ; thus making the maple a
profitable as well as a pleasant tree to plant.

Returniug to the selection of trees to plant, we
would recommend the Yellow Birch as one of the
finest trees for wet soils, the Basawood or Linden
will floursh in all soila; the Poplar, silver-leaved,
and balsam, are quite at home in all soils ; European
Willow is a fino tree and adapted to wet soils; the
Larch or Tamarack is a splendid treo for shelter,
growing in all soils ; Arbor Vite, or White Cedar, is
well adapted for hedges or filling up amongst deci-
duous trees for screens or shelter. Nut-bearing trees
have been very inuch neglected, such as the Beoch.
Butternut and 3hckory, being well adapted to any
spare placoe around tho homestead. With & proper
selection of troes adapted to the soil, and spaco
allowed for them to spread their branches, we may
expoct trees of grest beauty and symraotry.

AN OBSERVER.

Cobourg, O W

The Peach Blow and the Potatos Rot.

o the Balitor of Tur Cassba banseai

Sir,—One of your correspondents says peach blow
potatoes are rot proof. The truth is they are the very
reverse, because they grow a very largo strong stalk
which makes them moroe linble to take the disease
The kinds that have the lightest and smallest stalks,
aré the most free from the disease, and every farmer
knows it to be the same with the wheat, the larger
the straw the smaller the portion of rust, therefore,
on light sandy or gravely soilathe rust on the wheat,
and the discase on the potatoe are much less than on
rich heavy clay land.

Mr. Peters, in the last number, bag given us the
Lest partial remedy spohen of as get, although I do
not approve of ovirly deep planting, becnuse itnever
gives what may be called a heavy crop, although, 1
know from experience it is the safest to counteract
the discase. Mr. I’eters’ plan of cultivation is good,
but he may dispense with a few  of hig notions about

lanting whole seed, and cutting his rows into bills.
Vhole seced and the potatoe-apple seed, are equally
liable to the disease. 1 have proved all these plans
many years and I have found the small seed and the
round whole potatoe to be as much injured as any
crop I ever grew. I find the only plan to counteract
tho disease, is to plant deep. I do not know the cause
of the disease, but believe it to be in the atmosphere.
I know how to save tht crop when the discase first
commences, and it may be as well to give my
practice : Always bave a small patch in the garuen
as near to the house, for early use. They, of course,
will take discase first, but if they are not done,
and I think there is danger, I take my hoe to the
field and dig for use every duy, and if I find one rot-
ten, in a pailful I use all the force possible and
draw the tops every one, and if any break off I dig
arovnd them and draw them out. 1 then remove the
tops off the ground and it is as clean as when first
planted. Every man of common sense knows that if
you remove the cause the effect must cease. I do
not say the top is the sole cause of the diseaso but ia
the conductor of it, therefore remove it at once and
your potatoes will be sound. Then leave them in the
ground as long as the weather in the fall wiil permit
to season and dry out, and you will have good sound
and wholesome potatoes. 1have tnied this method
for cight years past and never failed.

ADAM GRAHAM.
Whitchurch, near Anrora.
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Draining in Quivksand,

To the Edilor of Tur Caraps Faruer:

Sir,~1 notice & question on this subject in a recent
number and will endeavour to answer it :—

To drain in quicksand J would recommend your
correspondent to have pine boardssawn 3 inches snd
5 or 6 inches wide. If 12 feet long two § inch boards
and two 3 inch do. will measure 16 feet, and mako a
tube S inches square, which is larger than & 3 inch
round tile. If 6 inch boards instead of 5 inches, they
will only measure 18 feet and will make a tube S by 4

inches ; 2 much larger addition to the capacity than
to the price. These tubes are more casily and quick]
laid than tiles and less liable to displacement, whic
is a decided advantage in working among quicksand ;
clay is another thing altogether.

1f you come upon the water at once,begin with a box
with a hole at one end to admit the tube ; leave the
other end open ; place a few stones at the mouth of
the tube, then fill up with fine gravel or coarse sand
to act as a strainer. In lnyin§ down wooden pipes, 1
have covered the ends with three boards nailed
together to form a cap and then gravel over that, A
little straw might answer to break joints, only it is as
woll 10 be sure and do that right at first which can-
not afterwards be casily repatred. Afler a year or
more you may be able to carry yourdraia further on
or at alower level. It somectimes takes months to
drain off the accuramulated wetness of adjacent land.

A FARMER.
Lefroy.
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A Goob Cory Stivtravt—Two bushels of ashes to
one of plaster. Apply between planting and hoeing,
2 small bandful to the hill. If the application be
soon followed by a gentle rain, the benefit will bo
more marked than if a drouth ensue. Some say, that
by an spplication of the above mixture the valuo of
their crop has beon increased by one half. On some
solls, no doubt, this difforence would ocour.—ak.




