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Superseding Queens·and Wintering.
-Jacob Alpaugh. ~

To have my colonies winter and ail do
well the next season, I prefer .young queens
and from good stock. To do this I go around
just after the honey harvest is over, and
hunt up all the colonies containing old
queens, or colonies that did not winter well
or do but little for me through the season.
Al such queens I kill as soon as
I can after the flow, before the drones
are ail destroyed, I just let those hives start
and raise cells, about eight days af ter I go
through and destroy ail cells where I do
not wish any queens raised. Then I go to
some hive where I killed an old queen that
had previously done well, and take out
tells and distribute them in the other hives
where I had destroyed ail cells. They will
ail accept thein and in a fev days will all
have young queens and from good stock.
such queens are almost sure to do well for
one season providing they are properly
wintered If I wish to change the blood in
a few of my hives 1 would send to some
reliable dealer and get queens, and have
them ready to put r.ght in when the other
ones were killed, iy experience with super-
seding in this way and at the above time is
this, it prevents the colonies from using up
a toù of stores, raising young bees only
to die off and help to clog up the entra nce
in the winter. Where there is a fall flow
it would probably be better to have young
laying queens to replace the old ones.

JNow the next thing is to prepare for
winter. About the first of September or
when the brood is pretty weli hatched out.
I weigh each hive uinu mark the weight on
it, next I come alongwith the feed,weigh out
just what each colony needs and give it to
them ail aT once in large feeders. Where

.there is a fall flow this would have to be
done later, but ii ail cases it is better to
weigh them, and make sure that each
colony bas so ruch, than it is to guess at
it. For out door wintering I pack just as
soon as I get them fed u.p. if I have the
packing. Foar years ago 1 had tliree out
apiaries to pack (out dours). the first one
containing 10 colonies I packed about the
middle of Se-ptenber, it wintered witho-it
the loss of a ýinjgle colony. The next one
containing 40 culunie:. PIpaLked about the
mniddle of Otober in this apiary I lost fvur
per cent. Tbelast onecontaining 40 colonies
I packed about the middle of Novenber in
this apiary I lost ten per cent. Now these

apiaries were al] fed up about the sai
time, to the same weight and on the samn*
kind of .stores. So I came to the con-
clusion that I had a clear case against late
packing. With the exception of a few e,-
periments, I have always used forest leaves
for packing and I do not knov of anything
better. I have my hives in clumps of foui-,
quite close together, two facing one way
and two the opposite direction. I have coine
to the conclusion that it makes no difference
which way the hives face. north, south,
east or west. I make a box to hold four
hives and pack them right where they sit
ciuring the summer. Th is is less expensiva
then packing thema singly and one helps to
keep the other warm in winer. A word or
two more in favor of early packing I think
it prevents the first cold spells from con-
densing the moisture of the bees in side of
the hive where it would likely settle on the
honey and probably cause it to be thin tend
sour, which would injure the stores for the
bées to live on during a long cold winter
I usually. leave then packed until they show
signs of swarmiig, as they can brood up
faster without the danger of the brood
being chille1.

For cellar wintering I prefer to set them
in early, and out again early, say March,if
I can get a day fit for them to fly I like a
varm damp cellier. I used to winter in a

temperature of 50° to 55° and they came ou,
in fine condition, in-fact I always wintfred
well in the cellar, bat for al] that, I am not
on very good ter-us with cellar wintering.
It used to norry me when I could not get a
day fit to put the t>ees out until avay near
the first of May, and probably that vould
be Monday or Tuesaay, just when tbe.
neighbors had their clethes out on the line.
of course I had to go around and show my
authority by ordering them all to take in
their clothes as if I owned the whole city
In the country it is quite different, yon do
rot have that fun.

It will be a little late by the ti 'his
gets to readts or I might have ah o: I -
few hints on the production of -omb h ney
I may do so at some future time.

The Canadian Northwest for
Keeping.

Bee-

During my travels in the Province of
Mazi-toba and the Northwest Terni ore
last fall and earl. part of wi il ter I n as eu-
abled by writing and conver sing .it b ser-
eral beekeepers to form a'fairly intellîent
idea of that part of our counîtr% as it re-
lates to apiculture. . have previojus to


