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CRUELTY AND CHARITY.
— t

In ¢0 ‘wige a family as that of My, T—— there
wos a good deal of sewing to do, and out of charily
the work was taken from a scamstress who had
scwed for the fumily some fime, snd given to a poor
widow women with several smail children.  Osten-
sibly only was this charty.  Reslly, it was to save
a4 few more pennies.  How could this be? soms one
will ask. Let mo sketch a little scene; premisirg
that tlus poor woman’s husband wes just dead, and
she left, helpless and friendless, with no apparent
means of support.  Besides, she wasin very feeble
health. By accident, M1, T. bad heard of her
distressed situation, and, the suggestion of the indivi-
dual who named her case to himn, told bis wife that
it would be charity to give her son.a sewing.

¢ 1 thiuk it would, indeed,’ says Mrs. T——.

* Qur sewing costs us a grest deal,” responds the
careful husband, ¢ and inthis thing we may bonefit
nurselves as well as do a deed of charity, No doubt
this woman is rather an indifferent sewer,in compa-
risan with AMiss Re—-—, und therefore her work will
not of course be worth somuch.  And she will no
doubt think one balf the price Misa R—~ gcts, a
good oue.’

¢ No doubt,’ chimes in the frugal partner.

Mrs. —— was sent for, After she was seated the
followiog conversation ensues.

¢ Can you do plein sewing?’

“¢ Yes, ma'am, as well as most persons.’

t

now there wns 8 way of escape it levst {rom starva-

mise her, DBoys’ shirts ot tivelve and a half cents;
were her first picces of work, ‘I'wo of these
work, she managed toget done in a day.
been made plain,
and had timeto give many necessary stten
children.
robbed ber of that chance,
lars of these any how—you can sfford it, I suppouse,
and they iron batter swhen that is done.’
ple and touching ¢ Yes ma’am,’ butin a sa
than usual, was the ouly respanse.

ached badly,and she was faint and weak, from having 9
cat vo steadily through tbe whole of th
day.

drassed

As she carried home hier work the day after-the ine(stand,that the lady for whim she had done (hlc(si\; :
¢

crview,she was glad ot beart with (ke thonght thatjdid nut pay her, and.she was afraid it wou
good white before she would; and that, until' she

paidyshe coild not get them any thing better (b
whet they hid. j
,.by hard, The little things all atole silently and withoy 8
Hud they,murour away, ond the mcther agsin sat down to
sho could have finished them em.]y,'worl:. A tear would often gather in her eye,as
tions ta her,Jooked up from the Uright seedle, glistening in tgy-
But the last words of Mrs. Te — had:fingues, ond noted the sadness snd disappointme
¢ You can stitch the col pictuced in tteir young faces. From this stat:
Igloomy feeling sha was roused by a knock st |
The sim-,door, and a pleasant looking young -lady, somey
dder tone goi[‘); dressed, come in with a small bundle in
hand.
She introduced herself by saying that the hadj
sen some pretty shirts at Mr. T, and that she
8 preceding|so well pleased with the work, thatshe had inqui
washed and,for the maker. ¢ And now, baving found yau,’ nils
¢ { want you to make and fit this calicg drew/@;
if you do such work.’
I shall be glad to do it for yon,” said she,
couraged by the kind and feeling manuner of the ly
¢ And what will you charge?
Mrs, —— hesitated a mioment,and then said -
¢ Mrs. T-~-- gives me a quarter of a.dollar.’
There was a bright spot for a moment on the ct
of the lady.
¢ Then 1 will give you three quarlers,” ssig

with warmth,
Mrs, —— burst into tears, and she could

ion. But little more ber yearning heart could pro-

Next morning she was up early ,though ber -head).

Her children were all taken up,
s+ ber rooms cleaned, and a scanty meal of she,
mush and milk prepated for the little ones,nnd a cup Me,
of tea for hossolf. er ownstomach refused the food| *
which her own children partook with keen appetites,
and she cuuld only swallow a few mouthfuls of 'dry)
stale bread.

It wasuear ten o’clock when she got fairly down
to her worl, her head still aching and almost blinding
her.. Some how or other, she could nbt get ao at all
fast, and it was long past theusual dinner hour be-
fure she had finished the garment. The children
were impatient for their divner,and she bad to make

great haste in preparing it, as well for their satisfac-

belp it.

* What is your price for fine shirts?’
¢ [ haven’t set any price yet, but I will wotk as low
as any one.’
¢ But, you know thst, to get ~ork, you will have
to do it » littlelower thaa ordinary. FPeople don’t

like to change.’ .
“Well, ma’am, I am in want, and 1 will work at

any price for my children.’ .

‘1 suppose you will make fine shirts for a quarter
(ofa doﬂar) i .

¢ Yes, ma’am!’

¢ And calico dresses for the same?’

¢ Xes, ra’am?’

©ell, thet’s reasonable.’

*Bovs, common shirts you will not charge over
eleven-pence for?’ . .

¢ No, ma’am.’

* That’s reasonable, and I’ll do all I can for you.
It gives me pleasure to help the poor. Come down
to-morrow, sud I’ have some work ready for you.’
‘The widow departed. L.

' Well, wife,’ says Mr. T——, bustling in whea he
saw the woman depart; © st nbat price will she
work

¢ At just holf what Bliss R—- charges.’

¢ Well, that’s sometbing like. It gives me plea-
sure to befriend any one who is willing to work ate
reasonable price: Why this will save us almost 2
doliat a week the yesr round.

< Yes, it will so; and if I keep her at it, or some
oue else, at the same pricc for a year, you'll Jet me
have a fifty dollar shawlwon’t you?’
¢ Yes, if yon went it.

¢« Well, I’ll do my best. It's shameful what some
of-those sreamstresses Jo charge. )

Itis often well to reverse a picture. Suppose we
ook at the other side of this.

¢ Blys. —— bad always been delicate. When a gir]
she could never sew fong st a timo without getting 2
paio in her side, She marvied a bard-working,indus-
trious mechanic, whose trade wasnot very lucrative,
vielding th,aft
her marriage, wasbut.Jiitle improved,and when;with
several smell children, she was left a widow,she yield-

-

6d, in her first keen anguish of bereavement,todes-

pair. But a mother can-ot fong sit in idlevess when

her dexr babes were abuat her.
no way of getting a living for them but by her needle,
and, as she was a veal sewer, ghe lLoped to get
work, and earn food and scan
But sho could get no work.
who wanted sewing doae.

No person knew her
She applied to seversal

and was still without the means of esrning x dollar
X Just at this moment,tbe

when the Jast:one was.spent. .«
foct of ber destitution becoming more: koown, Mre.

barely enough forsupport.  Her bealtb,after

She. could think of]

t clothing at lesst.—

¢ Are you in need? inquired the strange lady,
sitstiogly, but with an air of feeling thut could not

mistaken.
For a moment the widow paused, but the sigh
her children, conquered the risiog emotions of

we'll have some nice corn cakes pride. .
’ . . 8 I bave nothing but alittle corn meal in the &

molhar?? aund havs no money .’
said snotber littleone coaxingly,herthoughts busywith| A tgar glistened in the stranger’s eye; her br
the nice corn cakes. . h

eaved with strong emotion.  Then, again, all
¢ And shan’t we have molasses on (hem?said anp— still. . s
| *Iwillpay you for this dress beforehand,

ther,pushing sway ber bow! of mush and milk. and I want it d ety nice d I will
¢ Mo d not to-night, but to-morrow we'll have an ant it done very nice, an Wil pay §
o, dear, o-night, but to-mor. . dollar for muking it. Canlbhave it the day afle

tion, as fo gain time.
¢ Mother, we ate getting tired of mush snd milk,’
said one of the littls ones. ¢ You don’t have all‘the
good things now you usedto. No pies,nor puddings,
nor meat.’

¢ Never mind dear
for supper.’

* You'll havs supper foon, won’t you,

some.’ g
¢ Why not to-night, mother; I want some to- moorow?® .
iebt.? e . ¢ Certainly, ma’am, tomorzow evening, if

mgbt. ontit? s WA " ey U

¢ Mother ain’t got money to buy it with to-night,'W .
but to~morrow she will have some,” said the motberl The dollar was paid down, and the angel of w
. . (departed. More than one heart was made glad

soothingly. A by
« O we'llhave’lassesto.morrow for our cnkeo,’cried,m‘“m”g-"’c"- of Eng. Mag.

a little girl who could just speak,clapping her hands
in great glee.
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After dinner, Mrs. —— swworked bard, std in much —
bodily pain and misery, to finisb tke other shirt, ini 1. Let. me first observe on the principles
which the Jast stitch was taken at nine o’clock at kept in view, vpon entering ona course of relj
night. ' . |reading or study.—snd-here I vould ‘wish to im
Soon after breakfast, next day, she tookthe four two observations on the youthful mind—fst. ¥
shirts home ic Mrs. T—=—, her thougbts mostly ac-jever is read should be read well, i. e, sbouli
cupied with the comfortable food she was to buy her thoroughly understood, digested, and made the:
children, with the'half ddlfar she had earned. For itiject of thought and frequent meditation. Supir
was a sad truth that she’ bad laid out her last dollarjreading isthe bane ofimiprovement; it begstsy
for the mea! with which she was making mush for bit, of mental corelessness and listlessuess, the.
her little opes. ~ oo dency of which must be to.perpetuate .incorrect
After cxamining every seam, every hem,and every|defective knowledge, It is a fault encouraged, I’
line of stitching, Mrs. T—~ expressed approbation;by the multiplication _of books. People got i
of the work, and handed'the poor woman ‘a couple ofjway of skimming over a great number of volu
fine shirts to make for Mr. T—~=, and & calico-dress{and thus learn nothing.ih a solid'and distinct m
for herself.  She did not offer to paf-her-for the|To;¢orrect this fatal tendency,.l wou'd recoms
work she*had dope: after lingering'a few moments,ithe plan of studying well aud thoroughly a few
Mrs. —— ventured to hint that she woild like tojbacke of a sound elementary character —mel
have a part she hed. earned: conquest of them, snd having their method and
« Oh dear! [ never pay seamstresses until theirfof the subjects clearly-imprinted on the memo
billsamount to five- dollars, It-is-so trcublesome to|In this:way. for more sound. progresswill be'm
keep account of small soms.  ¥7hen’you have madeiknowledge, than by a superficial'reading of tén
five dollars 1 will pay you.’ the, number «f volumes., After.a.clear sy
Mrs, —— retived, but with a heart-tbat seemed|religious, knowledge bas been fixed in the mi
like fead in her bosom, ¢ When:ahall I-earn fiveisuch a.study ofigood stthors, there-is the Jes
dollars ? not for 2 whole month-at-this rate,” werejser of distraction of thonght from reaging:in's
the.words that formed themselves in.ber. thoughts. |desultory or miscellaneous manner 3 >the’ mind
¢ Weshall have tha. molasscs now, mother, shen’t{arrange the idqﬁj:ﬁxeggm‘e‘d'tp 5 it
we?? sail {wo or three. glad little,voices, 33 she .en- method-and previously ‘ddopléd-sjste 1
tered ber home. . A . obscrvation I'wished to-mské ‘on ‘this part ofihe
For.a fow moments she koew not what answer toj o e
pel . - - * By the Rey. E. B, Ramsay, M: A., F.R.S.E,
make. 7" Then gathering them !l aboof.ber,.she ex-{ ‘;f’"‘o Episcopal Chap crﬁ'.sg 3 ol’xg the E

Edinbargh,

Tor= geut for ber,

plained to them,as well as sbe could roeke them under-{ g isba:
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