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in their appeal to the Royul Husband. She had there atn a
powerful advocate in the love he bore her, und nothing could: re-
move her from the strong hold she hud tuken ou the hrarts of aill
by whom she was surrounded and whose idol she was,

Far from me to deny, thut perhaps the exuberaot wpirits of the
young Princess did not lead her to that degree of levity deserving
of censure in her elevated station.  Oo the contrary, that remorst
of every kind of that restraint which keeps the subject at u proper
distance from the Sovereign, snd preveuts thet fumiliarity toe
easily leading to a want of due respect bas perhaps, hastened thz
French Revolution. After all, Sovereigns are wmere men, liable
like others to the infirmities of humaa nature. The nearer they
suffer themselves to be approuctied and 10 be pryed iuto in their
ungoarded moments, the gore the illusion of theiw sapedority
weakens ; the Royal mask falls off aud the swpetnatural being
siuks to the level of his: fellow creatures.  But let the degree of
censure which perhaps that amisble and captivating Princess has
deserved, be attenuated by- the cireumstances in which she found
berself at once situated, in the gayest and most gallant of ull che
Courts, snd which for several years pmt having beem berefc of
those pleasares promoted and courted by youth was sank intothe
gloom of old age and concomitant rigidity of manners.. ‘We
shall theefore pass over that portion of the life ofiMaria Antoinétte
in which she may have erred bat not siuned. ‘'We must howeved
not omit te say here, that her whole time was not so eagrossed by
plessurable parsiits as te preclude. her from dedieating ‘ part of is
to less dazzling bat more lasting enjoyments, namely these of res
lieviog distrees. Sbe did not wait to be.sought by the sufferer,
bat often laying aside all the trappings of state she-has beea seen
eutering the humbie cot and administering relief snd comfort to
its destitute inmates. Let:as now comsider thu '.ngm&iPrincuv
in her eapacity of wife, mbther aad quem, - S e

-~ It would peshaps have been admntageous. ﬂw Marid: Alltome!té
if she had had: childsen soon afierher marriage, ' At lenst wer mip
conjectnre 9o_from the alterition io dier wannere frem the moment:
she; became 2 moitber. - Itsis ;gemesal]y kinowa apd wohnewledgud



