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'the Bucharist, mist absolutely be feferred unto it.

And now, Sir, I flatter myeelf; you clearly perceive
that the occult discipline relative to the Eucharist
Iwas actually indebled to -the déctrine of -tlic real
presence, and to nothing clse, for its existence;
I also flatter myself that you will no-longer-énter—

¥ RECAPITULATION UPON THE EUCHARIST. {ain g shadow of doubt.as to'the apostolic origin.of|

We have seen that the secrecy so religiously
~hserved throughout the whole Church on the sub
iect of the Eucharist -during the first ages, could

{

these dogmas, uniformly expressed in all the litur-

|

fore, to feel well convinced, without further en-

their :guard and to proceed with wariness and rc

serve, as they themselves very frequently testify
because, in a general way, they found themsclves
in these embarrassing civcumstances, W know,
also, to a certainty, that they.must havo developed
this doctrine in ils entire ond naked form, when

gics written in the fifth century. “You ought there-

speaking or writing for the instruction of the new

ly baptized, For, onthes: occasions, their object
was to initiate thém thotoughly in the :mysteries oi
which they were to bo partakers;;-and it became

have been-infended to conceal neither more nor less, quiry, that the passages of the fathers upon. the jynecessary to explain the i:_ia!_qro’ _of:‘the: sacramem
than the real presence. 'We have seen that, it the  Fucharist, can neither beunderstood nur explained jand give cvery ather. estenlial-information srspect
celebration of the sacred mysteries, the bishops and i a scnse contrary to the doctrine -they: were se- jiog 1t, that their ignorance might-not expote then,
priests of these same ages, recited set forms of in  cretly preserving, a doctrine they' so strongly ex- |, to profanation or sacrilege.*: mxenge- it follows,
vocation awl-prayers, in which we find the clearest; pressed ‘in the private. celebration of their lillirgics;"diat if we wvould form a correct: judgment’ f’[ the
nd most-energetic terme ~mployed to express the, Not, howeser, that I would deter you from examin: 'npinion held by the fathers upon the Eucharist, we

real presence, the change of the substance, the ad-
aration,. and tho ablation of the victim, or tho un-

ing these passages., Itshall be wny pleasure now ; : :
i ’:“not those.of tho first: Good sense .requires that,

immedtately, to assist youin so doing. For,, ina

just investigate writings of the second kind, acd

bloody sacrifice of the new 'aiv. And: after this matter of such moment, there cadnot.Le too great ,for the discovery ofthe real sentiments of.an author,

what necessity can there be of entering upona'more
minute and particular éxaninition es to what theso
same bisliops arid fathers mway- have written.in the
worls they baveleft bebind them > You will easily
conceive that thoy ‘could nevet havefaught n doc-
trine directly opposed to-that which”they were
guarding with so much circumspection ; and that,
while day. by day-ikey coniinucd, in the public lit-
srgy, to call dowi the Holy Rpirit, 1o effect the
« bango of the bread and winc into the body & blood
of Jesus Christ, they could not, in® common con-
sistency, have maintained in their writings, that no
change-whatever of cubstarice was effected in the
bread and" wine. It is bardly to be supposed that
in their fomples and religicus assemblies, they
should have presented'to the adoration of the faith-
ful and themselves have adored the body and bloud
of J¢sus Christ, and at the same {ime should have
advanced in their writings that divine worship could
not be paid to the consccrated elements, without
idolatry, seeing that these creatures were but the
fizure and the memorial of Jesus Christ, absent and
in heaven., Equally objectionable would be the
supposition thatthey should in their writings have
pronounced the new luw tobe witycut a sacrifice,
while thay themselves were daily offering a sacrifice
to God upon their aliars. Produce the most obsti-
nate'and inveterate Zuinglicn, andlet ms but once
persuade him that the disciplino of secrecy bad
undoubtedly the dogma of the real presence for its
cause and object, or let him be compelled to admit
that the change of the substanie, the adoration, the

unbloady ‘sacrifiée, proclaimed in all tho liturgies||

nf.tl‘xeﬂﬁﬂh cenlury, are necessarily of apostolic
origin, and I+ill defy him to do otherwise ‘than
contlude, that, whatever the fathers have said upon

Il

an accumulation. of proofs.

mysteries of religion were swudivusly veiled i ob-
scure and enigmatical expressions, whenover there
was danger of their dignity being compromised be-
fore the non-initiated ;' and-{hat, -on .the. contrary,
|whcn no such danger existed, they were discussed
without disguise. From it also, we are -taught,
| that the same precaution and. reservedaess that at-
tended the hishops in thewr public instructions, ne-
ver Ieftthem in their writings.  “How should it
be proper,” says St. Basil, ““to divalgo abroad to
the public atlarge in writing, what it is not law-
ful to expose to the cye of the uninitiated
Now, to mark outthe precise circumstances in
which there did or did notexist danger of the mys-
teries being compromised, in instructions or wri-
tings, would, at this distance of time, be a venture-
’some undertaking. The fathers alone were able to
judge of the freedom with which they could safely

calculate. the probable.danger resulting therefrom,
| We, for instance, should%never have supposed that
any risk could be run in writing to a bishop; and
yet wo find that Innocent . at tho- commencement
of the fifth century, dares not speak openly of-the
mysteriesto. Decentius. 1t might never have en-
tered our thoughts, that a christian of ‘the second
age could have opencd himsclf with confidenca .to
a Pagan Emperor . and yet Jusun made no diffi-
culty in admilting Antoninus into many sccrets. of,
the sanctuary.

Wo know, however, {o -a--corfainty; -that. the
fathers, in their discourses before tho catechumens
and-unbelievers and in composing the works' des-
tined for. the public eye; were-obliged to be upon

From the gecult: discipline: we learn that- they

communicate theirscatiments, and they alone could

recourse should be had.to the writings-in whichhe
must have clearly expressed them, and fiot to {hose
in which he was undér the necéssity of.concei_ﬁiqg
{bom in vagueness, -Obscurity, and wmbiguity
labguige. ] ;

here is fio doubt Giat, in those glorious ages,
every bishop was._most zealous in justructing {he

*«Qn tlie eve of the great paschal solemuity,.and
|of our regencration,” says St. Cyril of Jerusalen,,
““wve shall give you the necessary and suitable. o
struclior 3 with what reverence and in what order
you must enter the baplistery ; what arc the reasons
for the sacred cereinonies there made use of ; with
 shat devation you must, an coing forth from bap
tism,-approach the altar of God, aud parficipale in
the spiritualand celestial mysteries there offered -
in order that, baving your souls enlightened by our
jinstructions and exhortations, g’ou may each of Fou
comprebend the greatriess of the gifts confemren
upon you by the Almighty.” S

©20f all {he things,” says St Gaudentius, ““that
are pointed out o us in tho book of Exodus, inde-
scribing the cclebration of thie_pasch, we shall .at
jpresent speak only of-thosc, which cannot be ex.
plainad before the Catechumens, bust which netwith
standing it is necessary to disclose to the. newly
baptised. This splecdid night (of Easter) re-
quires our instructiontobe adapted rather to the
jSircumstances of the ime,-thian to the Iesson of the
day, in order that the ncophytes . may,., Jor the first
'tin_xe, be taught in what manncr.we pariake of the
paschal sacrifice. .

““Younot-only sce the same body that was seen
by the mag,” says St. Chrysostom, ¢but you are
'acquninw with its virlue, you Know bow: it .com
thunicates itsclf, and.you are: ignorant of. nothing
that it has effected, kaving been carefully instrucled
in oll these parliculars at the time of your inilic-
tion,% . L
“In the paschal solemnity, " says'St. Augusline,
«thg first §6ven or eipht days are appointed for the

oty

instruction of the children (the .newly. boplized)

upon the sacraments,



