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-which may legritimately be tak-en into account in determining
who wrote the passage. The Bible is human as well as divine.
It follows that it cannot cdaim, nor does it asIc, for any exemp-
tion from human criticism. The divine and personal Word
Himiself c ame in fashion a,; a man and subjeet to the limitations
of human experience. The wvritten Word itself likewise comes
in the fashion of a humnan garb, and invites, rather than shirks,
criticism, and says to every doubter, "IRcach hither thy finger
and probe> and test and see if I cannot satisfy both inid and
hearb, of hurnanity." «The Bookz of God," says Stanley Leathes,
Ilis not different £rom any other book in the ]aws of its compo-
sition, the changes and chances of its traditions, and its liability
to errors of transcription." If only an over-ruling providen-
tial protection be recognized in these changes, the' statement
may stand unchallenged. Says Westcott, IlThe Bible is authori-
tative, for it is the voice of God. It is intelligible, for it is in
the language of men."

3rd. The third point I note is, that every word of the Bible
is inspired, or, rather, that theswriters were inspirecJ iia every
wordl they wrote. " Holy men spake as they were moved by
the HEoly Ghost." IlAil Seripture given by inspiration of God
is profitable for instruction." What the sacred writers wrote,
they wrote, as Paul says, IlNot in the words which man's wis-
dom teacheth, but whichi the Holy Ghost teacheth." Says Sb.
John: IlWe are of God. Ho that knoweth God heareth us. He
that is not, of God heareth not us. Hereby know we the spirit
of truth and the spirit of error." Says St. Paul, lIf any man
thinketh himself to be a prophet or spirituii], let him acknov-
ledge that the things that 1 write unto you are the command-
ments of the Lord." And confirmatory to such divine authority
are the internaI and external, evidences afforded by the canonica.l
books, establishingt them as the Oracles of God through aIl the
ages.

Sucli a view does not imply a' divine approval of ail hîstorical
matters recorded. The drunkenness of Noah; the duplicity of
Abraham; the adultery of Da.vid; the casuistry of Bildad and
Eliphaz; and the lies of the father of lies are ail faithfully
recorded; but, of course, there can be no divine approval herein


