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EDITrORI AL.

POST-GRADUATE STUPIES.

IT is a great acivantage to persons pursuing an educationai
course to have a defluite programme of studies laid down fir-
their guidance. Their education wil be more symmetrical and
their reading less -desultory than ivithorît sucli a programme.
The strong desire Vo, complete the prescribed curriculum, more-
over, will often be an incentive to perseverance at Limes wvhen
their energies niight be, ýinlined Vo flagr and their purposes Vo
-waver. The experience of those wlio have themselves undergone

pretty thorougli educational training will be a better guide for
the study and readingr of the young than tlieir own unaidled
judgment. Those wlio, for the indulgence of personal inclination,
reject sucli guidance, may be not unaptly likened. to the inex-
perienced traveller, wlio in traversing a pathless -wildeness would
follow his owvn fallible judgment rather than that of the veteran
pioneer. Thus much, then, i favowr of the cominon collegre
curriculum, which niay be taken to, iepresent the ernbodied
wisdom of the eéxpei'ienced Faculty of Instruction by ,whoin
it is prepared.

It is to be regietted, however, that at most ladies' semînaies.
the course of study is less. extensive, botli in the time occupied
and in the range of subJects, and the degree .of attention bestowted
upon themn, than ini first-class colleges for tIe education of younga
men. Moreover, of the large number of youngc ladies attending
these seminaries, comparativeIy few complete the prescribed cur-
riculum. Most remain foi' less than, the fuil time required, Vo
accomplisli that object, -and confine themselves to au eclectic
course, wvhich often consists largely of musical or artistic
accomplishments rather than the severer ýstudies affording Vliat
intellectual discipline whidli is the chief advantage of higlier
education, Most instructors in ladies' colleges -wilI, we think,
concur ini Lhe opinion that the course should extend over four
instead of three. years, and that a greater- proportion of young


