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visited by coimittees of ail the churches, and sixty thousand invitations
wcre distributed before the first meeting wvas hield. \Ve cannot conceive
the pusisibility of the Cliautauqua niovernent originating amnong our Mceth-
odist fatIiers tîiree generations ago. The Oxford League, ivitli its articu.
latud intellectualisin and benevolent workc, is another symptom of Our
times ; njor can we conceive of its existence in the dlay-s when Jacob Gruber
and Benjamin Abbott wvent up and dowvn the land like angels of the
Apocalypse and scores ivere siain by the power of Godl under siiigle
sermnons. Every age lias its own ivork and must do it in its own way.
And ive have littie occasion for tears because formns and methods, the inici-
dents of the spiritual life, change or pass away, se long as the Chiurchi is
advancing toward " the unity of the faith and of the knowvledge of the Sonl
of God."

What, thon, is the organization of thie average Methodist churcli to-day ?
This may be learned from our services. Our Sabbath services of worshiip
are generally effective, and our preaching may compare Nvith the best in
the land. Op~r S3unda-y-scllools mnay also lie commended, tliough tiiere is
great roorn for improvement. Our class-meetings aie, for the most part,
a feeble survival of a once mighty institution, while the prayer-nieetiing
stili briings cbmfort and benediction to the eleot minority -%ho, week after
week,7 ionder wvhy the others neyer corne. The energies of the local
church begin and end with itself, and these energies are directed almiost
exclusively te spiritual ends. But should not every church lie a centre of
pliilanthropy to the community ? Should it not be a centre of intellectual
inspiration te its own congregation and te, those without ? Shiould it not
be orgaziized for missionary work in the neig(hbourhood?7 If ther'e are
Dorcases among our members there must lie widows and orphans on the
church-rolls, for whorn efficient work mnay be done. The duties of the
Cliurch may lie gathered from the life of hier Lord, for she is more thani
his witness-she stands to the world in " Christ's stead." Nay, suie is Re
-Ris body. Re 'went about doing good. Jesus was a superlative hurnani-
tarian, and the Churoh of the future wiIl be that Church whicl i ost coni-
pletely inanifests Ris spirit and continues Bis wvork.

«"R er litanies sweet offices of love and gratitude,
Rer sacramiental liturgies the joy of doing good."

Thiere is work, thon, for our legislators in the organization of the local
church. And this organization should put work and responsibility miore
upon the people and less upon the minister, whose stay is limited.

1. Every church should lie organized, perhaps some society establisliedl,
for the Christian nurture of every infant born inte the parishi. At certain
fixed ages thiese children should have public recognition before the Cliurchi,
sucli as the presentation. of a Bible on Childreiis Day, whvlen they are five
or seven years old. Our present system does net go far enougli, and is too
dependent on tue pastor.

i. Every churcli should lie organized for perpetual home mission wvork.
Why not a board of deaconesses in every church te, do the work for icib
Paul comniended the women at Phulippi ?

III. Every church should lie organized te represent Jesus in pure phuilan-
thropy, such as caring for tlie sick and the orphan and the poor, anid this
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