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might c:ig_cqt,‘and would doubtless have much larger congre-
*- gations; but as nearly all of them liye in more or less: distant
lages; very few aré sble to attend gur services except-on rare
.occasions, v - : B
. Our-station schoo} has been kept in-operation throughout the
yeéar,. There has been o slight falling off in the attendance of
childrent’ from ‘non-Christian familieas and at the same time an
Ancredse ii-the number of Christlan puplls. Of these latter ten
have been supported a greater or less length of time during the

E:“ by the mission, Of those who began the year with us three
Vf‘sinec'cnlend the Seminary at Samulcoitd to prepare for
Ineas Kareaft hers of h R |

'+ Work on the Field.—From various causes much less time than
usaal hag been spent by myself in tourlng. :Though probably
08 much or more than usunf of this work %ms'been done by our
Notive assistants, Qur -travels are now mostly confined to
sections of the field where our converts live. Our church mem-
bers aré scattered-among twelve different villages, many of them
widely separated fron us and from each other. The necessity
of visiting these occasionally, and dolng pastom! work among
them, leaves litle opportunity for work in other parts of the
field, “In fact, with lﬁ: very small forge at our disposal, and
the lnvge area oyer which owr membership is spread, it is im-
possible to do more than o small part ‘of the pastoral work
needed in order to the proper instruction and edification of our
converts.  Our inability to do all that is required in this direction
is serfous "occasion for segret. The people who have been
received have far the most part 5o very slight knowledge of
Christian truth that they ncccr:n!uch a:? frequent tmhlngg:m
the tmg thdy daibizaee” Christlanity. ~Failiag this, “satisfactory
growth dand P cannot be , If the bers of
qur charch ‘lived nearer to each other and to us, we could do
much more for them than is now possible; bint it may be that
the kindlimg lights {n so many different pisc. s, though they burn
but feebly. at first, will ultimately result in greater good than if
the illumination were,confined to a more limited area.

- Bome-of qur Native assistants are located on out-stations,-aad
ate expected to do regular evangelistic work both in the villages
where they are stationed, and in all unding villages within
convenient distance.  Three * out-statjons — Durmasagrum,
Chillapalem, and Satyardm—are thus occupied. In each of
these we have Christians living, over whom our native helpers
located in those places are expected to exercise pastoral care.
The two preachers who stilflive on the mission compound have
a_ex:: a considerable part of their time in travelling over the

istrict,

Em'lding.—Duringubnut half thg year we have been engnged
in the erection of a mission house. %ch time and attention have
necessarily been given to this work makiog it impossible to
travel on the field to any extent for several months together.
The greater part of the work (probably about two-thirds) is
now completed. The building when finished is intended to be
permanently occupled as a dwelling house by the missionary in
chn.rﬁ; when the older building, sow used as a mission hou-e,
will be remodelled and made to serve the patposes of a chapel
and schoal house,

STATISTICS.

Number of members reported lust year

Récelved by baptism during the year..

Excluded.
- Present
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bership............. .

TunN1, Fanuary 1884.

Akidu (1880.)

Rev. JouN CRAIG; One Ordained Preacher; Eight Unor-
dained Preachers; One Bible-woman ; Eleven School Teachers,

As the years pass by it is a privil tell from time to time
what- Gozis doing for us among E:'Qq’elugm. Year by year
there is steady progress; so that we have no causg to be dis-
co .

o

Building,~During the first year in the history of n station
there must ne i ¥ be many references to the work of erecting
suitable buildings. In former years [ haveé had the pleasnre-of
reporting the building of a mission house, a chapel schdol house,
and o boat. Tho past year bas added a dwelling house for the
gitls in the Boarding school. This house is 27 fect by 18 feet
inside and has a verandah all round, part.of which is enclosed
to form store-rooms, bath-room, and cook-room. The building
cost about Rs. ‘ﬂof 5?0 dollars, which was contributed- b

in

relatives and (el oving remembrance of my late wife
higfuthn Perry Cralg. Hence the house i3 called the Memorial
ouse. 1o ' P

Station Work.—The services on Sundny and the Prayer meet-
ing on Thursday:have been held regularly; ' The Gospel has
been preached in $kidu and the surrounding villages, and some
have at last. yielded to its clalms, In Febi a man belong-
ing to the hrﬁ: Mala hamlet was baptized. His wife followed
him later in the year, Although no others have come out many
are convinced and will no doubt unite with us soon, In four
vill:};ct quite near Akidu some have believed-and been baptized.
Their coming has cheered me much,

Our school is attended by the children’and wives of my
servants, but most of the scholars nre boarders.  Four unmarried
young men and three marricd men with their wives are attend-
mﬁ ot present.  These Zoung men spend the afternoon in man-
unal labor, und so pay their way to some extent. - In the girl’s
Boarding School \there are ten girls, most of whon entered the
school in September or later. e school had vacation during
Jul;‘and August.

vuring. —From the 19th February till the end of the month
1 was out on the canals to the north of Akida, and visited about
20 villages, many of which I had never seen before.  As p rule
we received a good hearing, Several were baptized oh “this
tour. Qn the 3rd April I set out with my tent for the region
south.west of Akidu, and visited about 21 villages, in most «f
which we have Christians, I returned to Akida on the 19th or
20th of the month, In September and October I was out for
three weeks ; and visited 14 villages where we have Christians:
and j where there are none. In November I was out from the
4th tilf the 14th, and visited 14 villages. On the 27th Novem-
ber I set out for Colair Lake and visited in and near it 20 vil-
iages. I returned to Akidu on the 11th December. .

Preachors.—Peter is still working faithfully and the same may
be said of Isaac. Joseph has been called back to Akidu to-
take Yharge of the school. A cousin of his, also called Joseph,
has left Chinnamilly and taken charge of the w.rk at .
Daniel has continued to preach in the region, north-west of
Akidu, John's field lics to the north-east Anna, a Bible-
woman, works in the villages nearer Akidn. Enoch hos been
sent to Bu tz, 30 miles to the south and near the Kistna
river. David, who had charge of the schoal, resides at Akidu
and preaches lo the neighbouring vill '

Villsge Schools—The number of these schoals is small at
present because some of the teachers have been sent to the
Seminary at Samulcotta. After the vacation in July and Au.

t 1 made a rule that unless the teachers were suﬂ)li:d with
ood by the people among whom they labor, I would give no
help. “This has nffected one or two schools. At present there
are 9 schobls, two of which serve two villages each, so that 11
villages may be said to have schoals, Other.schools have been
in existence during, part of the year. There are about i20
pupils in these schools now.

d for school houses has been secured in some villngu
during the past year, and houses bave been built 'or are being
built tn three or four villages, A number of doors and windows
for school houses were made ready early in the year, bot only a
few have been teken 4o the il

Self-support.—By tonstantly keeping this subject before the

ple some impression is made, and hence some improvement
is manifest. Apart from what some villages are doing in pastly
or entirely m&poning their teachers, almost all the villiges con-
tribute something in the weekly collection. During the. year
the membags of the Akidu church have given Rs. 78.7+1, "One
| or two villages deserve special mention.  The vi of Muitik-
mohommedpuram has contributed over Rs. 23, although there




