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Tie-so Lcctu'es were delivered jînier the auspices of the Young Muîî's Clhr.
tian 'nion of Genea. The) wvere i.teîîed to iti the deepest îniturest by «In
audience of six huîîndred mxen of ill creeds and political parties in the State. A
more admnirable solection of lectuiers cotild not hlave been made. They are înen
who know the lîistory of Gveîeva, andi cntertain for tlîeir country and titis aîîciunt
strongliold of evangehieal Protestaîîtisnî a profound reNurcnce and affiectiun.
They hiave the ivivantage, be:i.Ies, o>f understanditig t1wic nvital and bpirituai
charactoristies, of tho people ivhoin they address; and lheîce tlaey bpuak evu.
dently to thecir apLcsoshabits and affections. Getlemen mnoie aceura.
plishied in ecclesiastical and titeological science cotild nuL anywvhere, bu fuod,
They unite the suliolarslii, and philosophy of the Germnaii iiti the vivaeity of
theo Frenchman and the humble piety of the true Christian. As iîit be
expected, their trcatment. of th:e subjects committeit to thein is hotu inasîerly
and interesting. In ail the lectures philosophy and fact aru fincly blendcd;
salient points in hibtory are seized Nvith much skili ; and, as by ail illuîainaed
path, the reader is led through tho varied and coînplicatud phases of the
Christian life during the thiree first centuries.

The first lecture is by M. Viguiet ; the subjeet is, IlTio State of the 'World at
the coming of Jesus Christ." elle recogrnises in the social and political state
of those times a manifest preparation for the advent of our Lord ;-not oniy
the remoaval of mereiy externat and superficial eneuimbranees to the progress
of theo Gospel, but especially a preparation of a deeper and more spiritul
kind, tvhichlihad slowly and paixnfuîIly worn its way into Lihe inner region
of the con-,cience. He guards himelf, however, frovi being undurbtood iu
asserting thiat Ciiristianity wvas the natural and logical resuit of the religioui
and philosophical developineut of the tinne at Nshivâ it appuared. Far from
being the resuilt of inivard and sp.>ntaneous developinl:nt in îuiankind, lie expli.
citly states thiat Christianity came from vithout ; that it caime fromn above,
Coming from. heaven it felI like seed on a field pi eNiously plouglhcd and prepared.
The two points in tluis preparation which thte lecturer notices are (lst) thatat
that time the sirituatl importance of mri was first discovered in unatters per.
taining to religion ; and (2d) tliat an ardent desire hiad been exeited iu the human
heart towards sounetlning better thiar man pobsessed-towards a revelation which
should grant huîn trutlt." Theso, two main topies, are discussed wvith mticlh learn-
ing and philosophical penetration. The %vortlalessue.es of heathieniim is ,kiiftully
pourtrayed, aud the equaliy unsatisfactoi-y cliaractur of the ancient 1>hiiusuphies
is pointe(l out. In tie midst of titese corruptions and of the perversion of sen-
tiýment and principies, wlîicli at tliit time lîad brouglit society so low, lie recog-

xns~more than one trace of a serlous and feit wvant aînong thinking men.
Tliese viewvs we fiiud univerbally hiel by historicat wvritvrs on this period of

Chuircli history. From. Eusebius downwvard it seems to be au accepted fmuct, that
there Nvas a great aînd striking preparation for theo promulgation of the Gospel.
On this point mnen so diverse iii ilicir mental constitutions as Neanderand Milmafl,
are fouinI to agree. IL wouid st!ein, therefore, an act of unpardonable terqerty
te question what rests uipoin auttiority so universal awluuustonbe Yet, it
bas long been our conviotion thiat Luis is an entirely is'taken viuw of the stato
of heathenisiin nt the coming of Clîribt. If we eoutrast heilîin.î.n %vitln Chris-
tianity, tiiere will certainly appear in the former nothing te satisfy the sou], and


