
A SUIT FOR ORIMINAL LIBEL.

Fore Rocpe, 4iugut1,183

Wà have to apologize to our readers
for the loite appearance of the Augnet
nuniber of Tim CRApTsmAN, occasioned
by a number of causes, but principally
en account of our printing the Re-
ports of the Grand Lodge, the Grand
(Jhapter, and the Great Priory cf
Canada, which are now completed.
The Septeniber and October nunibers
vwin be issued imnxediately, and we
will endeavor to be on time ini future.

A SUIT Ton RMIA LIBflL.
.While accompanying our fetlow

journalists on the annual excursion of
the -Canadlian Press Association,
through the Province of Quebec, and
while at Montreal, the following letter
vwas sont us:-

MOirNTR.£, Aug. 7, 1883.
JOHN B. TnÀAYEs, EsQ.,

Proprietor of Tirs CAux'rAŽ< CRAPs.À,,
Windsor Rotai.

D=~u Sm,-In pursuance of instructions
frein Mr. «William Ross, tha W. M. of St.
George's Lodge, E. R., we shalU this atter-
iioon inatituta criminal proceedinga against
you for the publication cf divers libellous
staternents iu your magazine, TnzCAA
DiA>N CuÂrT5srAN, of the 15th of Juna. De-
siring to cause yen as little inconvenience
as possible, we request that you will be
present with bondsmen, in the Police
Office in the Court House, et 2.30 o'clock,
for the purposa of giving bail, and thua
obviate the necessity of exacuting a w-,ar-
rant for your arrest. Yustuy

MACLÂiiEN, IMET & SMTEr.

We lost no tume ini complying witli
the request, and appeared. at the Court
flouse, and gave bonds for our ap-
pearance on the 27th August,-Bros.
Hlenry Dulnn ana Jos. Usherwoodl be-
comý-g our bondemen.

On our return home we were notified
by our solicitori, (Messrs. Davidson,

Cross & Cross,) that arrangemer4ts bed
been màde which would render it un.
necessary for us to, be presont on the
27th, but on that date we were in-
formne by telegrapli to put' lin an
appearance on the 29th. We accord-
ingly went to Montreal, ana on beig
infornxed ffly of the faces ini connec-
tion with W. Bro. Ross' case, we at
once became convinced that lie had
been unjustly deaIt with by the Grand
Lodge of Quebec in publishing him as
a suspended inember of Ring Solo.
mon's Lodge, of 'which we do flot con-
sider lie ever was a member. On
meeting the plaintiff in the Court an
arrangementwas made by which, we
tendered the flowing apology-

"lun the CANADuz4 CRAPTMÂN AND MASONiUO
REcoRD, of the 15th of June last. ur.der the
heaaing "FaotB for English and Canadian
Masons to contemplate," there were pub.
lishea a series of statements refieoting
serionsly upon St. George's LodIge, No. 440,
B. R., Montreal, P. Q., and upon its Wor-
shipful Master, Mr. William Ross. Among
other paragraphs was one to the effect
that Engliali Warranted Lodges were doing
a gross injustice to the Craft by acceptins
the rejected material of. other Iodges, anq
another which Btated 'that the 'Wor-
shipfnl Master of St George's Lodge is at
this present writing a suspendled member
of Ring Solomon's Lodge, Q R. This was
termed 'a gross outrage on Masonie decen-
cy,' and it was futher avowea that the
Eziglial Lodges were 'by their deterxnined
resistance to anything approaching Masonie
courtesy. throwing open the portais of Ma.
sonry te the nnworthy." Upen the publi.
cation of these aspersions the Master of
çSt George's LocIge took criminal. procieed.
ings againat the proprietor and publisher
of T.HE CltAFTSbrANfor libel. Mr. Rossa in-
formed us that hie course *was flot et &II
dictated by malice lor any vengeful spirit,
but becanse he considered it but due to,
himself that hie shonld place hirnself right
before the public ana before the Oraft to,
wbich he had devoted znuch tirne ana in
which he took a very deep interest. It is.
only right to state that the publications
complained ol nuosD frein a maisappreheu-
sien et the difficulties which have unhap-
pily disturbed Freemasonry in the Province
of Quebe for soe time pat. Wa have
since learned that these accusations againat
Mr. Rossa nd the English Rogister LodIgee.,

t'4


