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mnized unless it acknowledges the
Grand Lodge of the territory in which
it works. This is, to a certain extent
ab least, territorial jurisdietion, for if
they are working in. territory legally
o¢oupied by & Grand Lodge, they are
infringing mpon the ‘territorial juris-
diction” of that Grand Lodge.

We think we have conclusively
ghown, from our contemporary itself,
that according to English practice,
usage and oustom, lodges working
without & charter from the Grand
Lodge of the juriediction within which
such lodge works, 1is illegitimate and
illegal. This we believe to ba sound
Masonic law. Once we admit that
guch & lodge possesses inalienable
rights, we admit the right of an indi-
vidual lodge to destroy the harmony
of a whole Grand Lodge jurisdiction.
We know that when such lodges
existed within the jurisdiction of the
Grand Lodge of Canada they were a
constant source of annoyance, defy-
ing our rules and regulations, and at
times accepting our rejected material.
If our contemporary admits that this
is not for the welfare of the Craft or the
interests of Masonry, we can say no
more. Bro. Graham’s position we
look upon as unassailable, and we
trust that wise counsels will grevail
in the Grand Lodge of England, so
that at an early date those lodges in
Montreal will be advised to unite with
the Grand Lodge of Quebec. Asitis
they are growing weaker and weaker
every year, and their determination
to stand aloof is, we are afraid, mere~
ly a disposition to show their inde-
pendence rather than to exhibit their
love for the Order.
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Electioneering.

It is really most pitifal to note the
tendency of sbme men, calling them-
selves Masons, to electioneer for of-
fice in both Lodge and Grand Lodge.
We rémemnibér some years ago seeing
a printed ciroular issued d by & gentle-
man of high standing in the Craft,
asking the party to whom it was ad-;
dressed to use his influenee to secure
his (the writer's) election to the posi-
tion of District Deputy Grand Master.
Tt is impossible to conceive of & bro-
ther so demeaning himself; and such
an one, though perhaps not commit.-
ting a high Masonic misdemeanor, is
at least infringing upon the unwrit-
ten la.7 of the Craft. We cannot, of
course, prevent the friends of any
Mason from using their best endea-
vors to elect the brother of their
choice; that is and ever will be done,
but we think the less of it is done the
better. It causes cliques, sets, and
rings in the Grand Lodge, which
should have no place in that angust
assembly. We dislike those caucuses
in Masonry, which amount to simply
“You vote for our man and we’ll vote
for yours,” and too often resultin s
compromise which, as our Araerican
cousing say, causes the trrumphant
return of “the dark horse.”

It may be said, and said with truth,
that those who have occipied the
throne of thu Grand Lodges of Cana-
da (Ontario) and Quebec have been
and are men of unsullied reputation
and high honor. We admit it; but,
on the other hand, we fear it will not
always be so if the system of “rings”
which some are gradually mt"oducmg
is to be continued. It seems to us
that there is & want of prineiple in



