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O N growing early cucumbers and to-xnatocs for mnarket two special
local conditions are requisite for the
most profitable production of the crop.
The first is a high, warni, sandy soul; the
se.-oud is ncaruess to a large body of
water to prevent late spring frosts.
Within the last few years this phase of
vegretable growing lias becoine au ex-
tensive industry in this locality. E arly
tomatocs receive the most attention.

The plants are growu in greenhouses.
1 hiave four lîouses 10 feet %vide and 50
feet long, and one hiouse 52 fcet wide and
80 feet long. Tliey are checaply mnade
and cheaply hicated, but specially adapt-
ed to the growing and hardening of
early vegetable plants. The construc-
tion and lieatiiîg of these houses rnay be
a subjcct for a future article.

The seeds ar:- plantcd about Mardi
1 to 15, in trays or fiats one foot ivide,
two feet long and four luches deep. Iu
these is put about two and a hiaîf inclies
of good garden loani wliich is thorough-
ly saturated %ith wvater, and covered
witli about an inch of soul. This na.es
an ideal bcd on which to sow the seeds.
Make srnall drills acaross the trav one
quarter incli deep and one and a haif
iuches apart, aud in thein sow the seeds
thinly. 13y having the soil wet in the
bottorn of the tray, enougli inoisture is
usually supplied to last until the plants
corne up. Tliey should be watched
carefully at this period, and not al-
lowved to get too dry, nor should tbey
have too uuîicl wrater as they are very
easily destroycd froin the tirne they
begin to, gerininate until they corne
through the ground.

Mien the seedlings have developed
two rougli leav-es, transplant tliem, two
iuches apart cadi wa.y When thîev
begin to crowd cachi other, transplant
about thiree inchecs apart, and wvhcn
thecy again crowd, give theru tlîcir final
shift int individual boxes fivc or six
inclies square, or to positions five or
six iuches apart cach wvay iu trays or
beds. The soil in %vhicli these pilants
are growu shiould not be too rlch iu
niitrogen, but shxould contain a good per-
ceutage of pliosplioric acid and potash.
In groiing the plants great care mnust
bc t;Llken iu watcring. Earlv iu the
season it sliould be donc iu tiie înor-
ing. Saturate the soil to the bottoni
and do not wvater again until the soil
is dry on top. Give ventilation ivheu-
ecver possible to securc a strong. stocky

goJ.The hiouse should bc kcpt at
a tempera turc of about 60 degrets at
niglit until tlie plants corne up. After
that 'about 50 dcgrcs at -niglit and 75

or 80 degrees during thie day is suffi-
dient. ts soon as the wveather wvill per-
init rny of the plants are put in cold
frames and covered at uigbt ivith cotton.

Plautingr ini the field is usually coni-
uxeuced about IMay 15 to 20. "A warin
saudy soul, ricli enough to produce a
good crop of corn, is sclccted, aud the
plants set four feet apart iii rows five
feet apart. It pays to put a large
liaudful of good fertilizer arounld eachi
plant, aud to work it well into the soul.
A fertilizer containug about four pcr
cent. nitrogen, ciglit per cent. phos-
phioric acid, and seven per cent. potush
is satisfactory. Thc plants are culti-
vated frequcutly until they are so, large
that they prev'ent it. As the plants
grow larger tic cultivation should be
more shallow

I have tested rny varieties and
flnd Enrlana much the best early sort
for this locality. 1 put out IS,000
plants of this variety last season, and
began to ship the fruit July 6. Thie
fruit is sent by express to cities, bowns
and villages frorn Qucbec to Winuiipcg.
The greatest drawback we hiave is ex-
cessive express rates. About one-quar-
ter to one-third of the proceeds of the
crop is taken by the express companies
for earrying it to miarket.

Cucuinbers are startcd iu trays in

thie saine way as the toinatoes except
that the seeds arc plauted fartîxer
apart-not less thian oue and a haîf by
two luches. Thle trays sliould be placed
lu the wvarîniest part of thîe grcenhouse.
Cucumbers require a soil richin humus
or decayed vegetable uxatter.

WThcu the first rougli Icaf is about
thxe size of a dirne, the scedlings slîouid
be traiîsplauted and set three or four
luches apart in otlier flats. Wheu they
have inade four or five rougi leaves
thcey eau be set lu boxes seven luches
square, one plant ln a box. If traiued
to stakces the plants can be left lu these
boxes until part of tic touinto plants
are set out. Mien they are put whiere
they are to remain for croppiug. Two
rows are put ln bbc 10 foot bouses and
10 rows lu thie large bounse! as shown iu
the illustration. The plants are set
bhrc feet apart and traiued bo a V
slîapcd trellis six feet higli, muade of
binder bwine. AIl the vines are kept
ou the trellis and noue are allowed ou
thc ground.

In the large house there are no
benches. TMie plants are set iu the
grouud soil, which is muade ricli with
uxanure, fluely ground or dissolved boue,
and wood aslhes. Large quantities of
water are rcquired to grow cuicumbers.
We use a wiudrnill and a gasoliue en-

Cucxxnbcz as grown in Mr. Hhlboui's Grenzbonse.


