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PLANTING POTATOES.

In conrequence of the unavoidahle delar of
the losne of the May Nnmber, the season for
planting potatows will be pretty much overbefeis
it reac”s tho sudecsibers. It will, therefore, be un.
necessary to give full particulars as to the man.
agemant of thatimportant crop.

One of the most prevalent errars pracuced in
cultivating the potatoe, is, the covering of the xeed
too deep, and afterwards banking them up so high
that they hwtunfrequently suffer froni the drought,
and are subject 10 varivus other risks, An ac.
qusiatance of vursis 80 fully persuaded on s
point, that for the last seven years he has not put
agplough in his potatoe field after his crop 1s plan.
tad until it19 realy for gathenng—his mode iy
thus :—he ploughs and dungs his land in the
antumn, then ploughs again in the apring assoon
as he ean get on the land, and subsequenily har.
rews & number of timea ao ap to completely pul.
wverise the soil, and it the lnnd.requirc an ex:ra
ploughing, he makes it & pointto admimaster to
ile wecessities in thet particulsr, When the
ground is ready for planting, which, on an av.
arage of seasons, is by the twentieth of May, he
ploughsas though for other spring crops, and
drapa potsatoe sets in every third furrow, at the
distance of ten inches asunder. The proportion.
ate size of the furrow, aversge nineinches wide,
by four deep. .

The aftor culture merely consists in a thorough
harrowing with the lightest deseription of secd
harrows, at the period the plants are bursting out

of the ground, and dressings with a horse culri.
water, at suitable penods, for freeing the erop
from weeds.

From the above mode of management, from
four to five bandred bushels of excellent poia.
taes, ave raised peracre. Ifthe land be of a
heavy tenaceons clay, the above might he devi.
ated from, in this particular—by simply - wing
the plough down between the rows, and form.
ing afight furraw, to carry of a superabundance
of surface water, 1fsuch should happen to be un
the land.

ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS.
In addition to the regular files of the Ameri.
<an Agriculiurist, we have been presented with
the first Volume of that work, got up in a neat
and convenient form for binding, and also, a
quantity of exira sumberseent for the purpose
ol distribution among our triends in this Dustrict.
We would feel a plessure in distributing them to
any who may favourus with « eall,

The above Jownal has been before the pub.

lie only fifteen mouths, and is just whatits name )

purports it 2o be, 2 Nutional Journal, or, one of
the leading organs of the agricultural classes ot
the great Republic. Iis talented Editor, A.B.
Allen, Esq., is evidentiy a man qualified in every
particular to perform the arduaus taak which he
besundertaken, with credit to himsel’, and the
satien:whose inierosts and welfare he advocates,

We learn from x privite letter from thet gan-
tleman that his Journal is obtaining a eitcule.
tion which exceeds his most sanguine expec.
tations, snd fromihe account he gives us, we
are led to suppose that his work has double the
eirculation of our own, notwithstandiag there am
six exclusively agriculiural papers published it
the Fingire Stpts, d osly ove in thy wo mauds

The American Agricultuyist contains thirty i
pages on a eheeta trifling larger than ourown—
say one.sixthi—and may be had {ur one dallaza
year, exclusive of Amernican and Briush past
ago. Those of our subscrihers who would ke
o take in aleo, n foreign puhlieation, would do
well tor to furward us their dullar, and we would
procurp them tho above work.

For want ol!pnce. we have lo npol-rgnzs tor
not eknowledgir,, numerus favonrs from pub.
lishers and vthers, but in future we will endea.
vour to du more justlce to our fricnda 1n dus par.
ticular. .

THE WEATHER-THE WHEAT CROP &o. '

\Vbile writing this article, the atmnos.’
pheric temperature is extremely cold for the |

time of year, indeed, vegetation appears
very backwurd, Ram has been much wan-

ted for some time. and we apprehend that
crops osevery description will be undera
medwnn yiold, the ensming harvest, unless
a decided improvement takes place m the
weather, during the next fortmght. In
such scasuns as the present, the application
of the following substances as stimulant ma.
nures for top dressings are attended with
most advantageous succesg, especially to
the hay crop. Gypsum, at the rate of one
bushel and a halt per acre, salt at the rate
of two bushels per acre, and unleached
ashes at the rate of thres bushels per acre,
will be found to add at Jeast Sifty per cent
to the gross amount of the product. 1f any
are scepticai on tus pomt, let them try one
half acre of each, and by that means sausfy
themselves as to the currectuess of this
statement. In the neighbourhood of a pot.
ashry or soap-boiling establishment, leached
ashes roay be procured for the mere draw-
ing of them, and if applied to grass or al.
mnust to any crop, at the rate of sixty bush-
els per acre, will be found 2 most efficient |
stimulus to the plants, and will doubly re-
pay 'or all expenses, The farmers in the
neighbourhood of New York, Philadelphia,
and Boston, have become 20 well acquainted
with the use and importance of leached ash.
es that they not unirequently pay ten cents
per bushel and lade them eight or ten miles
back in the country. . ,
Accounts have reached us from almost

]

" levery state in the Union, relative 10 the

prospects of the wheat crop, and in sum.
ming up the whole testimony we give it as
our opinion, that the prospccts were never
better.

We notice conflicting accounts in the
English Joutnals, relative to wbeat plants,
but from the best sources which have reach-
ed us for obtaining the necessary informs.
{101 1t is our opinion that the prospectsof a
good crop are flattering.

Information fromn the very best sources,
have reached us from almost every celebra-
ted wheat growing District in Western®
Canada, and with but three exceptions, all
agree in giving it us their opinion, that the!
wheat plants never looked worse at the ad-
vanced stage of the season, indeed, it ‘is
thought that fall sown wheat will not yield
more than half an average crop, providing
the sumimer season be ever so favour.
able. We understand thatone half of the
crops in some of the townships, have been
plcughed up and sowed with epring gram.

The sickly appearance of the wheat crops
may be sttributed principally to two causea.
The unfavourable and backward season in
which the seed was deposited in the ground
last autumn § and the grest depth of suow
which lay w)on the ground during the past
winter. e understand that many fir-
mrers have ploughed up their whole crop,
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' beasied dgricsitiursl Proyints of Ceiode. "

t‘nd re-sown the Jand with spring wheat.

It hasbeen frequently remarked by us
that the system, or mode of managein
farms pract.ced in Canada, is the sea
snurce of inuch of the distress at presaut.
experienced by ahinost als classes ; if we re.
quired further testimony than twhat has
beon already adduzed to” substantiste that
assertion, we wovld only have to point to
the fact, that, during the last four years, on-
Iy one good crup of wheat has been harves.
ted, or in other words remuterated the pros
ducer. i the harvest of 1838, the crops of
wheat yiclded abundantly per acre, and the
prices were exorbitantly high—in 1 3
gencral failure took place, owing to the
mill-dews which wad prevalent, The fail-
ure was so great that thousands of fields
were not touched by the reapere,and many
of the bestand nost wealthy fasmers in the
provinee, were unde: the neceesity of ob-
taining a supply of bread stuffs fronr the
United States ;—in 1840 there wac a me=
dium crop, and ifit had not been that an
urusual quantity was sown the autumn
revious, we would have heen under the
neceseity again sending to our neighbours
for a supply for home cousumption. The
averzge that year did not exceed 16 bush-
els per acre ; in 1841, the snow fell ex-
ceedingly deep and romained on the ground
for upwards of five months, the consequencs
wae, that the wheat plan.s were smothered,
und the yizid per acre, was very similar to
that of the year previous ;—the small quan.
tity of snow which e}l upon the ground,du-
ring the winter of 1842, tended materially
to injure th ‘'ants, from quite an opposite
cause ; An. ..ow, in 1848, the snow has fals
len eo deep, and remained on the ground
so long, that, we hear of uohing but sad
complainte about th: severity of our rigid
and » Laplandisk climate,” and other hard
epithets about our country; ant it is %en-
erally surposed that the ensuing wheat
harveet will come far short of the average
above quoted.

The difficulties which a Canadian farmer
have to surmount, under the present system
of farming, are go diversified 1n their gener-
al character, that it would almost puzzle a

hilosopher to recommend a mode for ame-
ioration, however, we feela sympathy for

- our brother Jarmers, and shall Joce no op-

portunity in giving them such friendly ad-
vice,as may suggest to our mind, while
engaged in the operationa of farming. In
the meantime, we would take the liberty to
say, that no one shouid depend solely upon
the wheat crop, at the same time, we re-
commend a better system of management
for that mmportant crop, which wijll Jessen
the nsk, and add materially to the product.
Themanure intended for the summer fal
low, should be thrown up in large Leaps and

) ~overed with surface soil, 1o prevent loss

fru~ fermentation. And anothecmethod we
have practised to a lunited extent, and one
we can safely r;a‘?ommend,whlch isto draw
out the barn.yard manure,during the month,
of June, and plough it under with the first.
ploughing.

After all that has been said, respecting
the Canadian farmers turning their atten-
tion to the dairy business, we fear but little
action will be taken on the subject; and a
small and inferior quantity of butte¥ witl
be exported the forthcoming autumn.

If farmers were only enterprising; and
felt an interest in the success of thew 9WR
welfare, all the difficuities that they have to
encounter, would be comparatively iifling,
wheu compared to the natural advantages

which the fertile Jande of Canads prestuts,,
for the growtli of flax, hempy .nonlty
deity ' prodaes ami many - gl
- -1 whickh might Be-enumerateds, . .. $ e



