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sweet and mucilaginous, because the starch is changed
into sugar and gum. At the same time, numerous
vessels run through the lobes for the purpose, as is sup-
posed, of conveying these principles, as generous nutri-
ment to the newiy-born plant, until it has acquired
sifficient maturity to procure other support for its
welfare from the airand the earth ; and when this hap-
pens, the sugar and g entirely disappear from the
tobes; they decay, and the plant is entirely dependant
on the leaves and the root for its future support.

The silent and almost miraculous process of germina-
tion will only take place under certain counditions. In
the first place. darkness is essential, and plants will not
sprout if exposed to constunt light; and yet no sooner
have the leaves appeared than light becomes absolutely
essential to a healthy and vigorcus growth. In the
second place, a duc temperature is essential, which must
always exceed 32 degrees, and never exceed 100degrees
Fahrenheit. It also requives a liberal supply of mois-
ture, and perfect access of air; and all these agents,
light, heat, moisture, and air, must operate conjointly
or at the same time. Bury the seed deep in the earth,
and so situated it will not germinate nor decay, but
remove it near the surface, so as to be subjected to the
influence of air, moisture and heat, and it will quickly
start into life, and its emerging plumula or leaf become
verdant under the influence of the solar light.  Seeds of
the raspberry which have been buried 1600 years, thirty
feet deep, have been known to germinate and grow.

How mysterious is the agency of light, at firstserving

to keep the vital principle dormant, but when it has
once 'burst into activity, becoming so essential to the
growth and beauty of the plant. The power and good-
ness of God are magnificently displayed in this element.
As we look out on the landscape, lighted up by the
glorious orb of day, and relieved by the various shades
of verdure; as the eye wanders over hill and yalley,
mountain and plain, streamlet and lake, or as we gaze
with admiration on the blue vault above—the summer
clonds, or the stupendous areh of varied light which so
frequently spans the heavens as the rainbow—how can
we refrain from bowing down with grateful adoration
before the Being, who has, by the creation of this one
simple element, contributed so wonderfully to the hap-
piness of his creatures, and saved them from the horror
of groping in perpetual darkness. And how excellently
does the divine goodness and wisdom shine out, in con-
stituting this light, of seven different colours, as it is
exhibited in the rainbow, or separated by a prism. Dif-
ferent objects absorbing different rays, and reflecting
others, produce an endless diversity of shades, and we
are charmed with the varied and gorgeous hues of
creation.
. “ZLook upon the rainbow and praise him that made
it; very beautiful it is in the brightness thereot; it com-
passeth the heavens about with a glorious circle, and
the hands of the Most High bended it.”—Vermont
Agricullurist.

THr FLowER Garpexn.—The first point to be re-
membered in making a garden is, that ugliness is un-
known among plants. Every thing created is beautiful
when in its most perfect state, but it may 1~ rendered
uely by mismanagement or by unavoidable accidents.
There is not a weed in our flelds which is not at some
tme of its life beautiful in one way or other. if in the
most perfect health, Those which have the gayest
flowers may have the poorest foliagr, while, on’the
other hand. the most exquisitely beautiful Icaves may
be, and generally are, associated with unattractive
flowers. But a garden must be beautiful in every pos-
sible way, and the grand mistake which half the English
commit consists in ransacking the world for mere gaudy
flowers. How great an erroris this the Pelargoniums

abundantly prove, for scarlets, with the worst of all fo-
liage, are exclusively employed in flower gardens, while
the charming foliage of Radula, quercifolivm, graveo-
lens, balsameumn, and their allies, is entirely over~
looked, except by those who stand above the crowd.

Beauty in plants is dependant upon skitful cultivation,
and it is because good gardening is not thought of, that
most of aur old favourite and herbaceous plants have
fallen into neglect. Because they would remain alive
without care, therefore they received none, their ow-
ners forgetting that what a plant would live upon is not.
precisely what it would thrive upon. Bad gardeners
drew a ring in the ground with their forefingers, poured
into the ring the contents of a packet of brown paper
marked Dalphinium Ajacis, scratched the earth into the
ring by the aid of a second finger, and called it sowing
seeds. The plants spraung up, crowded each other to
death, and what remained, a circle of poor, famished,
jaundiced wretches, represented the noble family of
Ajax. Had the plants been permitted to breathe and
teed, and spread their branches, and nourish their bril-
liant flowers, they would have proved themseltes wor-
thy of the mighty name they bore. This was the way
with all annuals, and hence the cultivation of annuals
has almost ceased in fashionable gardens. What should
have been done was to treat each separate plant with
the same care that would be bestowed upon 2 pet Ge-
rantum ; not that it would have needed as much, but to
have given it all the care it wanted; then, indeed, its
beauties would have become manifest, and it would
have maintained its rank securely in the history of hor-
ticulture. e who doubts this should take a plant of
Hemlock, put it in a garden, in rich soil, shelter it from
winds, and give it ample room to expand; and he will
find, probably to his great surprise, that it can scarcely
be matched for admirable beauty. Beauty, then, is an
affair of cultivation ; and depends less upon a plant than
on its master.

The season is not yet advanced enough to form an
old-fashioned flower-garden; which is best done in the
summer, so as to be ready for filling in the antumn and
succeeding spring ; but this is the very time toset about
determining what to put into’ it when ready. Iustead,
therefore, of crowding our columus with long and use-
less lists of plants to be commended—swhich, atter all,
may not suit our inquirers’ pockets, means, taste, or
climate—we recornmend the following course to be
pursued. Go to the seedsmen and buy as many of their
cheap packets of annuals as you can afford ; go to the
nurserymen for as many of their conimonest herbaceous
plants as it may suit your convenience to grow. Cul-
tivate these skilfully through the summer; note all that
you want to know about them—size, colour, season, du-
ration, &c. ; and then when the season comes for stock-
ing your garden, you will have ten times better informa~
tion in your possession than all the advicein the world
can supply you with. Above all things. yon will have
learned what best suits your means, wants, and taste.—
Gurdeners’® Chronicle.

DonmesTic Epvcarion.—The time is coming, when
domestic duties are expected to be performed upon sei-
entific principles ; and we are bound to employ cver;
means In our power to make oursclves acquainted wit!
the sciences pertaining to our domestic affairs. A
knowledge of ckemistry and dietetics, in a cook, is in-
valuable to a family. Information regarding the laws
of health, and life, and mental philosophy, is absolutelyr
necessary to the proper rearing of children. The suffer<
ing T have seen and experienced for want of knpwiedge,
and the almost incredible advantage gained by the appli~
cation of a few practical idcas, makes me very desirous

for others, as well as myself, that we shonld_bave
“more light.>> o s T



