
JIISTORY 0F QUEBEC. 503
turc, and a no nmeali authority described hini then as "the rnost reinarkableParliamentary orator now possessed by Lower Canada." In 1877 lie wasappointed Minister of lnland Revenue ini the Maekenzie administration, andon seeking re-election as a Minister hie was defeated in l)rumnxond andArthabaska. Quebec East was then opened and hoe was elected for that con-stituency, whieh lie lias continued to represent ever since. In 1878 when theMackenzie government was defeated Mr. Laurier had won the position ofLiberal leader in Quebec, and in the intervening years gradualîy gainedground until with the disappearanc.e of his great opponelît the lon. J. A.Chapleau from the stage of active politics bis aseendaney was complete. Onthe retirernent of the 'Ion. I'dward Blake from the leadership of the LiberalOppositùion in the I0115e of Conîmons in 1887, Mr. Laurier sueceeded himand visited the varlous provinces in the interests of bis party. Rie madefriends rapidly and in a few years established himself firmly as leader.His polîtical model was Gladstone, and his policy on the tariff question was" Frec trade, as it is in England. " -As leader of the Opposition lie was spported by able lieutenants, sunob as Sir Richard Cartwrighit, David Mille,John Chiarlton, L. H. Davies, William Muloek, William Paterson and otheraggressive and active poliians The chîef questions agitating the countrywere those arieing frorn the Jesuits' Estates Act, the commercial unionmovement, the Manitoba school question and the officiai use of the duallanguage lu the Northi-West Territories. On these questions publie feelingIvas deeply stirred and Mr. Laurier showed great pofitical skill in lismanageme)(nt of them. The propess of disintegration of the Conservativeparty began shortly after the rernoval by death of the great'leader SirJohn A. Macdonald, and the sudden death of Sir John 1). Tliompson brouglitvictory within the readli of the Liberals. In the general election of 1896the Liberals were returned to power by a large majority and Mr. Laurierwasecntrusted witli the task of forming an administration. Re gatheredaround him an exceptionaîîy strong cabinet, among lis colleagues beingSir Oliver Mowat, W. S. Fielding and A. G. Blair, three provincialpremiers. As Prime Minister lie exercised from the commencement of hiarégime complete authority over the affaire of the, Dominion. The genial,courteous gentlemn,~ thc suave politician, the muan of "sunny ways," lias


