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these thrilling reports of lawlessness
ag;l wilful destruction  of valuable
property than we gave to almost the
Same news reports last summer when
the same condition arose.
Two weeks ago the Weekly Press
party spent two full days visiting the
immense steel plants, the blast forn-
aces, the coke ovens, the steel rod.
wire ‘and nail plants with kindred
industries, at Sydney and the coal
mines, miners’ homes and getting an
insight into living conditions general-
ly-in this eastern extremity of Can-
add. While we cannot come back to
©Old Ontario and wisely point our
finger at the root of this trouble, we
can form individual opinions from
personal observations of things we
were supposed to see and many
things we were supposed mot to see.
In a mutshéll, the strike centres
around a difference between the
©Organized Labor Unions of the Steel
and Mine Workers and the British
Empire Steel Corporation. About the
only principal ‘“bone of contention”
seems to be “‘shorter hours and high-
er pay,” but digging deeper we find
that sinster., red undercurrent of
eruption against society that seems
to be steadily revealing itself in var-
ous parts of the country. The pub-
lisher of the Guide-Advocate talked
with steel’ workers while passing
through their section of the plants,
questioned men in the blast furnaces
in the yards, in the coke ovens, in
the coal colleries of New Glasgow
and even inspected miners’ homes,
and on the whole we found very little
dissatisfaction.In fact,as onie man jput
it, when a strike was called by the
union officials ' the majority of the
men stayed at home  because they
were afraid to be found at work.
Wages in all departments are as high
as in any part of the country, ordin-
ary laborers earning as high as $4.00
per day, with a rising scale up to ex-
wert mechanics at $12 and $14 per
day; and the same may be said of the
coal area. We found that wages were
based accordingly and were indeed
congiderably . higher than we have
been lead to believe back here in On-
tario. We have all read gruesome
reports in warious papers depicting
the terrible conditions under which
the miners live: that they are a poor,
ignorant lot, laboring under condi-
tions to which no other man would
submit, living in hovels, with their
families half-starved and naked.
Everything we had the privilege of
seeing with our own eyes brands all
these descriptions as “tommyrot.”
‘When we state that every publisher
and his good wife walked through
these various plants and down in to
the coal shafts at New Glasgow in
their multi-colored holiday togs this
dispels the filth and dirt story. As for
ignorance, most of the workers spoke
Frefich but readily changed to fluent
English whenever questioned on any
point, Although this strike cloud has
been hovering for some time, and al-
though there were at some instances
open looks of hostility between oc-
casional workers and plant officials
who guided us through, and although
these men were aware thdt our party
of over two hundred newspaper men
and women were there as guests of
this huge corporation, every one of
them was ready w0 answer any
question with & smile, and when you
wicture a bunch of green printers®
devils from Ontario who had mever
seen soft coal before. nor 100 1b.
steel rails’ run out at.the rate of
520 per hour, nor twin rivers of steel
and-iron flowing out of the huge
blast furnaces, nor huge steel rods
wn_ down to the size of wire that
Fred Mahony’s boys and girls twist
up into all sorts of Kitchen utensils,
down here at our own local Wire
orks) nor seen 7% tons of coal
«<onverted into coke In 7 minutes,
nor-seen those ingenious ma-
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Sydneys” are three towns, namel
Sydney, North Sydney and Sydneyy,
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beautiful Bras @°0Or Lakes.

Much of the route lies along the
borders of the far-famed Bras d'Or
the great inland salt water lake of
Cape Breton. The Bras d'Or waters
have a surface area of 450 square
miles, the width varying from less
than 3 mile to, 18 miles. So, toOy
does the depth vary, soundings hav-
ing been taken at a depth of 700 feet
one part of Little Bras d’Or. The
length of these lakes is about fifty
miles, its waters being sheltered
from the ocean, of which it forms 3
part, by hills of great beauty. Along
its length it expands into’ bays,An-
lets and romantic havens, while/pic-
turesque islands dot its surface,
singly and in fairy clusters. Along’
this stretch of country nothing is
common, nothing tame; all is tuned;
toplay upon the emotions the strings)
of keenest pleasure. Every variet®
of landscape meets the eye and
senses are never wearjed. The scene
the Bras d'Or route of the

jadian National Railways is unques+

tignably one of the most divergifi
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