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THE BUSINESS ASPECT OF OUR GAME
SRR O ¢ SUPQLY e e S

. -The. commercial side of game ‘protection
is the very last which appeals to the sports-
man, but in these days of commercialism it
seems to' be the only side which. appeals to
the average business ‘man and legislator who
is fiot also a sportsman. Doubtless for this
reason the Vancouver Island’:Fish and :Game
Club- is -distributingat 'its ‘own‘iexpense’in
pamphlet form: a reprint of 'a speech delivered
by Dr. E. Breck before the Halifax Board of
Trade, which is.a masterly exposition of the
question of ‘Fish and Game protection froms
the standpoint of pure busihess/ bk Rt
=i We have not sufficient space ito reproduce
the‘ whole ‘pamiphlet,  but- have- ‘pleasure - in
printing "herewith as much’ as the ‘spaceé ‘at
disposal will allow : S i |

. “The following extract has been taken from
“The Morning Chronicle” of ‘Halifax,” Nova
Scotia, and if it is true that the fish arid game
of Nova Scotia, should produce “a revenue of
$12,000,000 annually, the question-of what 'the
fish and game of British Columbia’‘should: be
worth to the ‘Province if properly protected
and put on a  “busineéss footing,” immediately

" presents itself to anyone interested in ‘the

matter. he
British Columbia has made very big strides

it game protection during the last few years;

but very much more still remains to be done :

if ‘the Province is to derive the full benefit
from one of its best assets, one which for many
years; if properly admintsered could be made
to yield an enormous revenue. That thils is
no idle statement is proved by what other
countries with not one half of the supply of
fish and game with which British ' Colutnbia
is blessed, have done.. :

This extract has been put in the form of
a pamphlet by the Vancouver Island Fish and
Game Club with the hope that many of those
who now look upon “game protectionists” as
cranlds, will be inclined to alter ‘their views
and help them to attain the object they have
n view. : ; /

Dr. Breck said: It is very difficult to talk
about hunting and fishing from the standpoint
of pure business. So many look at it ‘as a
pastime only, and one that can be indulged
only by the rich or those living near the
woods. What expression is more comnion than
“O I don’t care anything about sport; never
had a ﬁshing,rg?d,‘ in my hand, etc.”  But how
many miné-owners ever had a pick in their
hands or how many. deep-sea fish operators
ever handled a line or trimmed a'sail? It is
hard to forget the sentimiental side of sport.
But this is just what I want you to do now.
Nobody on earth appreciates the other side
better than I—the beauty of the ‘woods, the
excitement, the health-giving outing, and all
that. I could, if T were speaking before an
anglers’ or hunters’ club, indulge in ecstacies
as dithyrambic ak any poet’s, but here and
now I want you to regard me solely as you
would the agent for any new industry that
I feel will help enrich our Province. If there
Is anything that has been dinned into my ears

* since I came to Nova Scotia, and it is the

b,urden_ of every. speaker from FEarl Grey
down, it is that this Province is a really rich
but undeveloped country. e

Now I stand here to call your attention to
an industry which has never been developed
to any extent, but in which I am convinced
there are riches for us. - If taken up-and man-
aged. purely als a business proposition. I
mean the exploitation of otir game and in-
land fisheries, which is, of course, mainly a
part of the. tourist industry. It is no new
idea, but one .that has certainly: not- been ap-
praised at any where near its proper value.

We are met here by the first objection,
which comes mostly from a certain class of
short-sighted sportsmen, who say: “Our ganie
and fish for ourselves!” fh PR SHE
.+ This would be a legitimate cry if by sell-
mg our goods to foreigners iwe lessened the
supply of our own people. But I shall try to
show you that this is.far from ‘the case. The

? truth & the exact opposite. This ofd ery is as
silly -as if ‘a cloth manufactureér or an apples
grower. should say, “Our . products’ for ot~
selves!” That would be a fine business' mdn
indeed! On the contrary a modern Hation’s
commercial status is pretty ‘nearly ‘meastired
by the amount of its exports.

On :this kide of the Atlantic we''nearly all
believe in protection. Well, we protect our
game -and fish: by a tariff-just:as our other
products, only instead of a taxswe impose 4
license. But this is the best of all taxes for us;
for 'the reason that the foreigner "pays’ not
onlyit, but comes among us and bpends many
times'as much while he is here. == 0%

It is an axiom that, without enforced law,
game speedily disappears, and also fish’ though
lessqaick"ly‘,‘being"more ‘numerots, S
~ For many years the carrying ouf’of fhe

_provisions of the Game Act wals in the hands
of the old Game Society, to which we must

. sever be grateful, for it stood between our game

and its extermination. . .-

.When a new business is started the own-.

ers; if they are w

some " similar institution that ha’ notoriotisty
made-a_great success in the samie line. Such
an institution for our purposes is the State of
Maine, which is only about one-third larger

* than Nova Scotia, and by no means more fav- "

ored by Nature so far as fish and game are
concerned, as we have moose where she has
deer plus a very few. moose. But do you know

- how jmuch it is estimated that Maine receiva

¥

vise, study the niethods of -

every year as inditéct revenue from non-resi-
dent sportsmen? Anvihere from = $15,000,-
000 to $25,000,000! Let us split the difference
and say' $20,000,000. ‘Maine charges ‘a2 big
game fee of $15, half as much as we do; and
‘nothing. for fishing, but her . direct income
from licenses alone is nevertheless over $30,-
000 a year. As for the indirect income, many
‘short-sighted ‘people, whose grounding in the
Jaws of economy is shaky, will say, “Oh, that's
all very -nice for the guides, but it doesn't
help us!” ; '

o Much Money for All :

«: But what is the fact? From the very mo-
ment a man in Boston puts his hand, into
his pocket to buy his ticket for Yarmouth or
Halifax he begins to add to the revenues of
“Nova' Scotia, and “he continues to ‘contribute
to-our coffers ‘at ‘every step he takes ‘on our
soik:. Now does all this money go to  the
guide.. Of course not.

~Warden Jenner, now departed, but still
helping us by his magnificent example, said
that, at-a comservative estimate, every sports-
man who came here spent at least $200 on an
‘average, but this s too small; it will'be nearer
$300: "Maine has been at this job in a-busi-
nesslike .way for many years, and this year’s
report of her Game and Fish Commission says,
speaking of money expended on fish hatcher-
ies: “For every dollar spent on trout-hatch-
eries the State has received three :hundred!”
That seems a pretty good proposition? And
nobody ever heard-of a State of Maine man
complain that catering to non-residents has
spoiled his own fishing or hunting, for he
knows better. :

Now, how is it in our sister Province, New
Brunswick? Just the same, though in a ' less
degree, for they have been a shorter time at
the game. Ten years ago the appropriation for
game protection was the same ‘as owils; now it
is $35,000, or $15,000 outside of direct income.
She receives directly - from - licenses  about
$33,000/a year; and from this you may make
a guess‘at her indirect revenue from sport. In
1905 it:was $20,000; in~ 1908, $35,000. This
increase was the' result of advertising.

On' our area, as compared with these two
States," we &hould now be enjoying at least
ten or twelve millions of revenue, besides hav-
ing better sport for otirselves. Now, why “is
this unfortunately by no means the case? And
why: have noz neighbors so prospered?

Simply because of lack of appreciation, and
thefajlure to see that'our sporting asset must
be treated as any big bulsiness ente

' “What does ‘Maine.do? - : :
. «.In the first place she grants no monopolies
of fishing or hunting rights on’uncultivated
fands: : ;

She employs over 100 wardens,. many of
them salaried, and some recéiving as high as
$1,400" a year. There are over 2,000 guides,
paying a dollar a year for registration. She
maintains eight first-claghs fish-hatcheries under
trainéd superintendents, and has just appro-
priated the money the moneéy for-still' another.
She has a Game, Fish and Forest Commis-
‘sion of three gentlemen, all experts, one to
look after game, one fish, and thé third forests,
and these men are highly . salaried, for they
give all their time to their tashs, -and do not
regard them as side-issues, as with us.

Maine’s Big Outlay

. Maine this year has voted $47,500 out of
the public treasury for fish and game interests,
besides $2,000 for an additional hatchery. De-
ducting the $30,000 received for licenses, we
have over $17,000, put into the businelss to
keep up-the plant, as it were, and Maine con-
siders this a -pretty - good proposition;--inas-
much-as she receives in return so many mil-
lions of indirect revenue. Can there be any
question that she is right?. @ . .

The Provincial Government has nothing
to say about the inland fisheries, and the re-
sult is that our salmon are going fast, our
trout are the victims of the fish-hog; and our
streams are most inadequately restocked. If
you could “redd the letters I have received

ifom “all over the Province from such men. as.

T. R. Patillo, Sheriff Smith, of Digby, and
others who ‘are in positions to know what they

are ‘talking abott you would hear sad tales
of the inadequacy of our wardens, and especi-

_ ally of the fisheries officers.

I suppose you are aware that many more
‘peoplé come here to fish ‘than' to hunt, and
yet every cent of the fees demanded of alien
fisherimen now goes to the Dominion treasury,
not to ours, and what ‘do we get in return?
‘A most.. beggarly pittance in the way of pro-
teCtiOﬂ. .4 e TR ¥

_This: money should come to us, as it does

in ;other Provinces where tlie people become

sick of- 'such: treatment and take matters into

their own hands. o W :
“i 00 -Must Advertise Our Goods

_ Now, gentlemen, one final consideration.
It is not enpugh to have a fine plant and

to turn .out even the best of goods. We must -

bring ;them to the notice of the buyers. . .

““Maine, Newfoundland. New Brunswick,
Quebec, arid other States and Provinces are
alive to ‘the efficacy of dvertising. It is cer-
tainly one of the commonplaces of business
today that advertising is:a prime mnecessity.
These other places fever 'fail | to be well
represented at every sportsmens’s show ; they
bave their sporting advantages worked up in
the newspapers and magazines; their chief

railways and steamship lines get -out - fine

pamphlets devoted to sport alone. e
What do we want in this important line?

The 1. C. R. haw. issued a really beautiful
“Forest, Stream and Seashore” booklet, part
of which treats of Nova Scotia. All henor to

its enterprise. The D. A. R. dévotes only a
“chapter to sport in its pretty “Vacation Days.”

The Canadian Northern publishes a meagre

pamphlet, the “Road te Sport,” part of which

is devoted to sport on our ‘South West shore.
“Sport Seldom Touched On

Sport is barely touched upon in the many
local summer resort pamphlets and folders.
We haye never been represented at any
sportsmen’s show.” Truly it may be said that
we:have hidden our light under a bushel. And
it is a thousand pities, for we have the goods
and there are thousands eager to buy them
if we but place them in sight. All this is very,
very little. Py T ;

We must advertisé. And here it may, per-
haps, be forgiven me.if I mention the forth-
coming - “Sporting' ‘Guide” authorized by the
Maritime ‘Board of Trade, which will appear
in a few weeks, and which I trust will be
supported by all’ good Nova Scotians, and
prove a source of revenue to our Province.
It is not a very elegant publication, and not
by any means perfect, but its facts are true
and as a first edition, I hepe not so, bad.

In conclusion I feel that I have been play-
ing rather the part of the “kicker,” of the
iconoclast, who pulls down, and you will ask
of me what should be .done to remedy matters.

The obviows answer is that we should
imitate whatever. has been proved success-
ful by our neighbors in other Provinees. Qur
Provincial Goovernment should admipistrate
this, magnificent enterprise-as a:business prop-
osition, and the results will justify us a
thousandfold. Fhe railway and steamship and ~
hotel services must needs expand and -im-
prove, and the whole Province will enormous-
ly ‘benefit. We .sportsmen are open to this
suspicion of prejudice—it ‘is to you business
men we look to convince our legislators.

Whenever any. steps are taken ‘to ~have
changes made -in' the;Game 'Act, ‘the legisla-
tors are disposed to-treat the matter as a joke
more than anythipg else. “Oh; let us alone,”
is the frequent cry when amendments to it
are sought, but the;fact must be impressed
on them that the -Game Laws-are.in a. state
of flux, like: the budget, and need revising
every year. When the:legislators are educated
to that view the cayse:of game protection will
be much advanced.o o ‘a
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THE ENEMIES OF GAME BIRDS

Game enemies and the methods of control-
ling them by a practical man may be of inter-
est to your readers ‘in connection with your
articles on how to’preserve ‘the ‘prairie grouse
and other American game bitds. ‘

First of all. comesithat cunning little rogue,
the sparrow ‘hawk: The ordinary ‘observer,
who notes his handsome appearance and seés
him balanced in midair in search of his prey lit-
tle. dreams of the terror he is when once he has
discovered a flock of tasty young game birds.
I have seen him return time after time to the
same part of the field where young game was
to be found, and éach: time he departed the
flock was one less, and I have shot him after
his meal and taken: the entire head of a week
old pheasant from his:crop. :

In the early spring, when the pasture is
short cropped and young birds are scarce, he
kills quantities of mice. Of that there is no
doubt, but later, when'the grass is longer and
mice hard to find, he takés‘heavy toll from the
young game birds who seek the open sunny
spots to bask and dust.in. It is at this time he
is the busiest, for there is a brooding wife and
later a family of hungry youngsters to provide
for, and he is an indulgent father in this re-
spect. . It is'in the early spring that his case
should be attended to, as he is theén more easily
approached. Especially this is true where he
is mating, and often'a well placed right and
left will leave two less enemies to our feath-
ered game.

Pole traps- are very useful in places fre-
quented by sparrow Hawks, and if they are set
with a little judgmeént ‘they will seldom de-
stroy any of our song’ birds, with the excep-
tion of an occasjonal woodpecker, and where
these are plentiful the jaws of the trap should
be ‘well bound with some soft material (strips
of flannel ‘will do) and when a song bird is
caught it will not be, seriously damaged and
can be liberated. Sparrow hawks make their
nests-in" hollow trees or limbs and such trees
should be visited in the spring, and, where pos-
sible, a round hawk trap placed in the bottom
of the hole. Female hawks wil! be destroyed
by this method and every one destroyed means
a brood less later.

After the young gaie birds are two weoeks
old there is not much danger from the smaller
hawks, but the larger species, the most daring
of which is the sharp shinned hawk, then re-
quire attention.  Pole traps are useful for the
destruction of this species also, especially. in
the open country. and even in the woods a
well placed pole trap ‘will often exact heavy
toll, 'The traps should be attended to every
day, as it is bad policy to leave a bird swing-
ing’ any longer than {is neécessary. ‘The poles

‘can be so arranged that they can be seen from

a central’ point with a pair of glasses, fm_d thus

muc¢h unnecessary walking can be avoided.
When the birds grow larger they attract

the attention of the icopper .and .red tailed

_hawk. A good rifle shoét and a good rifle are

very useful to destroy-these game enemies,
but failing. one or both of these, it s ‘a good
plan to kill a few rabbits and use them as
baits.  One rabbit will make two baits, and

where there are ground vermin-to deal with
the .entrails will come in handy either for
trapping rats and weasels or for conveying
poison to crows and skunks, The best method
to use the bait for the larger hawks is to cut
the rabbit in half and then peg: down one half
in a place near a tree where the hawk is in
the habit of resting. Place a trap on each side
of the bait, sinking the traps slightly below the
level of the ground, cover the traps with grass
cut fine so that they are hardly noticeable from
the surrounding ground. Repeat this in several
likely places, and the chances are that you
won’t have long to wait for Mr. Hawk.

Crows are very destructive to the eggs and
young of almost every species of game, and
constant war must be waged all the year round
if the game is to be saved. ' Crows are especial-
Iy fond of young ducklings, and where these
are raised ‘on the farm means for their protec-
tion must be devised. The best method of
protection “is ‘to kill ‘the“crows. ‘Thete afe
many methods of doing this. Poisoned entrails
and poisoned eggs can be used to advantage
where this is lawful, and trapping can be done
to baits as described for hawks. I'rapping in
the snow by means of blood spilled on the
snow and a steel trap placed nearby, destroy-
ing the nests in the breeding season, waiting
for the crowds with.shot guns as they come in
to roost, all are effective methods of destruc-
tion. (The Game Commissioner aof Illinois
and his aids disposed of 2,800 crows by this
method in two seasons.) The watchword
when ‘crows are about is keep- killing ithem,
especially where the flocks run up into the
thotisands. =~ O ;

Another egg robber not so well known is
the red headed woodpecker. I have shot this
thief as he carried the egg of a wood duck
over my head, and I have seen him even rob the
chicken coop. - Blue jays-also take eggs, more
especially those of song birds, but where song
birds are scarce game eggs suffer. Baited
traps will dispgse of those addicted to the cgg
stealing habit. : :

;Among’ the four footed enemies of our
game, which include foxes, mink, coons, cats,
weasels, rats, skunks and roving dogs, there is

none worse than the, cat, especially the cat.

which has developed the habit of roving the
fields. - A cat is a most useful animal around a

farm so long as she keeps to her legitimate oc-
-cupation of killing rats and mice, and I would

not deny her .a few gophers, but,once she has
tasted young game, be it rabbit, pheasant or
grousg, she is no longer of service to her own-

cer, but-becomes-a terror to the: game.. One

good thing about thecat is that she will often
return to partly eaten game, and it is thus
easy: to- put an end to her poaching: i

i »-Wehere ' 2, bird ‘or. rabbit .is: found : partly
eaten-it-is-always a wise policy-to.put down a
steel trap .at once, and always be sure.and peg
down the bait, as where this is not.'done a
hawk will often light directly on the bait and
carry.it off without touching the trap at all.
‘Where a, cat is suspected to be working, it is
a good plan to kill a rabbit and divide it up as
for a hawk bait. Place it where you think
pussy will find it in her rambles. Cut some
twigs about a foot high and-make a fence
around the bait, horseshoe fashion, with the
bait in the indide of the bend. Then in the
entrance of the horseshoe place a good steel
trap covered with cut grass or leaves and well
staked down, and the chances are that pussy
is in for a hot time next morning. In the sum-
mer it is very hard to keep baits fresh, but
with a little care it is possible to keep up a good
supply. Crows plucked and split open make
a useful bait. Hawks also do for a turn. Rats
are fine to trap’'weasels, and blue jays too, and
even pussy herself, when skinned and divided
up, makes a first class bait. If there is a rov-
ing dog about it is a good plan to place a dead
cat near his usual haunt for a day or two with
a steel trap on either side, and even the spot
where ‘a dead cat has been has an attraction
for ‘both dogs and foxes.

Weasels are also bloodthirsty - enemies of
all game and because of their habits and cun-
ning they - aré ‘harder to:control  than most
game enemies are. Bait trapping, as for cats,
is useful in'this case. :Steel traps set in the
mouths. of old.open tiles and drains will also
reduce their number.' A short'hole made in 4
bank, ‘the paunch' of ‘a rabbit or any strong
scented bait placed inside and a trap set at the
mouth of. the hole will often spell disaster to
Mr. Weasel. ‘ :

.. When you. hear. the meadow lark or the
song sparrow raising a racket in the grass it is
a good plan to take a gun and sit quietly down
for a time. The chances are you will get a
peep at the murderer, and then is it up to you.
Fire well ahead, as Mr. Weavel is very quick.
I have cut his tail off close up more than once
when T'meant to citt off his head.: If you catch
nne weasel it is a good plan to use it for a bait
as it'will often draw others to the'spot. Espe-
cially is this so in the spring, when:they are
hreeding,

The mink is even more bloodﬁhirsty than .

the weasel, but he is also a lot shyer, which is
a good thing for the game. The increase in
the population is often given as the cause of
the decrease in game, but this is not the only
reason. When the game had the whole coun-
try .to ‘sport in, the minks and other vermin
had to hustle around to get a living. With
the ‘increase of population the game had to
pack ip closer. So also had the vermin, and
while no one was killing the vermin both thé
hunter and vermin were killing the game. The
result was the disappearance of the game and
incidentally the disappearance of the vermin,
since there is no food left to support it.

- Minks can be combated 'in many ways, and
different districts require different methods,
but persistent trapping is always the safest

Sportsman’s Calendar
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plan. Watch carefully the soft. places along
the creek for tracks then set your traps in
the likeliest looking spots, taking care to dis-
turb the ground as little as possible. Covr

your traps with material similar to that whic

surrounds it, taking care that no stones c

pieces of wood are mixed with the coverin,

material or else you will have a small bit o.
fur but no mink in the morning. Leave the
traps set for several days in one position and
handle as little as possible. It is a good plan
to wear a pair of gloves when handling trap
for vermin so as to leave as little scent as pos-
sible. .

There are different traps: made to take
mink alive, but they all require special condi-
tions to make them successful and are useless
on the open fields.

The coon is fond of a mixed diet, but game
of-all sorts and sizes are included in his menu
I have known a case where he killed over 10¢
birds' in:one night simply for the love
slaughter. In this instance the birds wer
confined in.a run about; 200 feet long by 1
broad, so old ringtail had a picnic, but where
the birds are unconfined I do not believe the
coon is as persistent-a hunter as the mink and
weasel are.” Coons are easily trapped at the
open ends of drain pipes and along the shal-
low edges of the creeks, also at the entrances
of hollow trees, and occasionally they will take
a bait. A good dog is useful where coons oc-
cur, and once the brute is tréed a charge of No.
5 shot settles: all disputes between eoon and
keeper. : itend :
Skunks do a lot-of mischief during the nest-
ing season, their slow, pottering habits mak-
ing them more dangerdus to sitting birds and
eggs than their quicker moving brethren are.
Open tiles are a favorite resort. I trapped 14
skunks within three weeks at the entrance of
one dry. drain pipe. Underneath' the dry
stumps-of fallen timber also are faverite re-
sorts for vermin; and careful trapping will soon
clear out the dangerous enemies of our game
both furry and feathered.—John Thompson,
Gamekeeper, in The Amateur Sportsman

O
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PHEASANTS BENEFICIAL

According to Professor W, H. Olin, indus-
trial.commissioner of the Denver, Laramie and
Northwestern Railway, pheasants, especially
the Chinese ringneck and the English varieties,
are the most valuable insectivorous birds as
well as the most attractive and eagerly sought
game birds of all the species that can be reared
in captivity ot in a semi-domestic way and kept
in the district in which they are propagated.
The great majority.of the insectivorous birds
are migratory, while the pheasant, especially
the varieties named, becomes attached to a lo-
cality and will breed and remain there as long
as it is protected and can secure food.

The pheasant is naturally an insectivorous

bird, and where insect food is obtainable 'it
will eat comparatively little else. . The variety
of the insect food of the pheasant is larger than
that of any other bird, so far as is known. In-
vestigation shows that over 130'species of in-
sects and earthwerms are eaten by the pheas-
ant, and doubtless many more will be found 6i
its: menu. . el a2 :
.. In_addition to this it is fond of small ro-
dents, such as field mice, young gophers and
smdll snakes. In England phedsants have been
found choked to death in the attempt to swal-
low worms larger or longer than they could
manage, .and several pheasants have been
found dead, choked by small rodents. Fred
Barnett, superintendent of the pheasantries at
City Park, Denver, says that a pheasant hen
will catch and destroy a mouse as quickly as a
coek pheasant or a cat.

O

MIGHT-HAVE-BEENS

Here is a story from Frank Ormerod’s

. “Lancashire Life and Character.”

- On'one occasion a census clerk in scanning
one of the forms: to see ‘that it had been pro-
perly filled up, noticed the figures 620 and 112
under the heading, “Age of father, if living,”
and “Age of mother, if living.”

“But 'your parents were nevef so old were
they ?” queried the astonished clerk.

‘‘Nowe,” was: the reply, “but they would
ha’ been'if livin’.” v

O

- DEFINED

A committee consists of a dozen of -men;
One-half of them constantly shirk,

Five more superintend in an arrogant way,
And one does: the whole of the work.
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