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hve paid some- nineteen mﬂllon
s since Confederation into the
hion government .more than we
eceived back. No, is that a mat-
eceived back. Novy,ist!mtasmat‘
statistics? Isn’t it 8 question
ding out, as the government have
Hy found out, or attempted - to
but, just exactly what the cus-
duties paid by the people of Brit-
olumbia have . been during: the
5 years, or during any, particular
and bringing that fact in 2 clear
oncise manner before either -the
ion government Or before. the
ence. Is that a questior ef ar-
on? And if it were a qu;eqtim:
bitration what would it involve?
vhole question so far as the pay-
into the treasury is CO! »

L of comparisen. Are we paying.

Ltoms duties in British Columbia
per capita than they in the other
hces? This is the questidn; and
have got to arbitrate that ques-
then we have to' arbitrate it in

province of  the Dominion
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What Arbitration Involves,' .

and see what that involves., Then,
<, far as this question of arbitration
;S concerned, while I aum only express-
ing my own opinion that it is not a
proper way to settle this/ question of
petter terms for British Columbia, I
do think it my duty to point out to
members of this House the objection
which occur fo me to this method o
gettling the questiosn. g%
Refore passing away from that ques-
tion, I want to refer to a statement
whichh I think was made by the pre-
mier in his speech, that the opening
up of new sections of the province
casts upon the provincial treasury
verv heavy burdens, which were not
forvseen in 1871, "Well, Mr. Speaker,
, not think it is the opening up of

sections: of the province that is
ng the provinfal treasury, be-

I had occas "two years ago
-0 very carefully into the publiec
accounts for the purpose of ascertain-
ing the amount which has. been paid
fnto the treasury I think for the year
1902 by the County of Kootenay, ani
py Vaincouver Island, and by the othar
portions of the province, and I found
that a comparatively small section of
the province comprised in:the* County
of Kootenay, at the very south-east
limit of the province, more or less a
small portion of the province, a wilder-
ness ten or fifteen years  ago,—that
tha part was paying into the provin-
cial treasury one-third of the revenue
of the province, outside of  the subsi-
gies and other expenditures in that
county,—one-third of the total yevenue
of the province was being derived from
the County of Kootenay.

Revenue From Kootenay.

Now, what does that mean? It was
a new district, had been opened up
within a a few years at that time, was
2 wilderness: ten or fifteen years ago,
and yet we find that instead of'being
first upon the treasury of British Co-
lumbia it was contributing very large-
ly to the treasury over and above the
amount that it had received back, be-
cause it was not receiving back ome-
third of the amount which it was pay-
ing in. And what was true. of the
County of Kootenay was true also of a
great portion of the Island. - So, that,
if that be right, the opening up of.the
new sections will be found to bring
into the treasury a revenue more than
sufficient to meet the expenses. Now,
if a commission board of arbitration
came out to this province for the pur-
pose of investigating matters of that
kind, I fancy they would find that part
of that case which asserts’ that the
provincial treasury s being drained
by reason of the opéning up of new
sections of the country'is not borne
out by the facts, That is the fact.
And what do we find with regard to a
number of the . old -sections of the,
country? My honorable friend’s: old
constituency, Dewdney, was receiving
from the public treasury some two or
three times as much as it pays into the:
treasury of this province.. Does that
show that the dral,,” that the burden
which we are‘hearing, the drain on the’
public * treasury,. had been. . brought

to

tiond, or doe® it surwthat itshas b
brought about: by the expenditure of
money: for the maintenance of schools
and public works in some of the older.
portions “that were ' in existence and’
opened up in 1871, when these terms
of union ‘were passed? ° 2

Condemns  Laurier's Proposal
Now, let me refer, Mr. Spegker, to
the question of this address, which
we are informed by  the public. press
the Premier of Canada proposes to
move in parliament asking His Maj-
esty to amend the British North Am-
erica act in accordance with the firid-
ings of the conférence. I think that if
the principle of the conference deal-
ing with the rearrangement of sub-
sidies is admitted, then it must be ad-
mitted that the: Dominion government
ought to pay some attention to the
findings of that conference. If that
be not admitted, then there is mo
sense in holding conferences- at all
But there is particular objection taken
to the words contdined in that ad-
dress, that  this readjustment.  should
be final and unalterable. And I must
confess that, we on this side’ of the
House have the same objection to the
inclusion of those words in that ad-
dress, or 1n the’action proposed to be
passed. Not because the inclusion of
those words have any.legal effect, be-
cause no legislation, as you know, Mr.
Speaker—no legislation “is final and
unalterable, even' if it were declared
to be so in the aect itself. Our legis-
lation is amended from day to day
and from year to year; what we pass
one vear we amend and correct in an-
other. And the same is true of the
Dominion parliament; the same . is
true of the Imperial parliament. ' So
that even if the act which it is pro-
nrosed to pass, amending the British
North America ‘act, -contains this
clause saying that this shall "be a
firal and wunalterable disposition *~ of
the matter, it would not be legal and
binding in effect, because it would not
bind any future parliament. But I

nk it is objectionable as a declar-
ation of that kind, not from. a legal
peint, but from a moral point. Be-
Cause it might "be said, when any of
the provinces -apply for better terms
azain, positions having changed, per-
haps—it might be K said there is a
declaration assente@ to apparently by
You at the time it was made, that
these terms should be, final, and. you
must show ,us, very strong grounds
Indced before we can interfere' with
legislation containing a provision of
that kind.

A Strong Objection

~And for that reason we on this side
0l the House have just as strong ob-
Jection to the inclusion of those words
d the address and in the proposed
°gislation as have any of the mem-
bers on the other side of the House.
And while the Dominion governnient
are only pursuing the course which
Was laid down in the confernce of
1887. they have simply repeated the
Werds that were used by that cornfer-
“cc—and while they are ‘simply pur-
Siing the course indicated as the cor-
rect one by Mr. Whitney in his mem-
“{‘dndum last October, when he made
" of similar words, yet I think that
tie strongest efforts ought to be made
on the part of the government of Brit-
Ish Columbia to have those objection-
a l words eliminated.
_oow, let me refer to what was said
4\"1 laid down in the conference of
3. and what was said by Mr.
~lliney  at the recent conference in

about by the opening upof new sec;} come from ‘parliameént as a w yole, "

'tlu- conference of 1887 unanimously
“4me to this conclusion: “That this
f"[.;'rr-nce is of opinion that a basis
.r final and unalterable settlement of
o @mounts to be yéarly paid by the
.‘\Im;ll:l:)n to the several provinces for

I local purposes and the support

o T :
{ be- confined to the ‘parcels, following.”

So-that those words were used for the

hitney in his memorandum. set forth
to. House, made us of these words.
So that the Dominion . government in
including words of that kind in their
resolution are simply following . the
bl tions . made . by the. confererice,
and only the suggestions made by the
Conservative member for our province.

‘Now, . I trust that the government
have, to make it a matter of evidence,
already ‘protested to Ottawa against
the Jdnchision of - those words.

My honorable friend has not said so,
but I.ask him now whether as soon as
he heard: the resolution that was pro-
posed he protested to Ottawa against
the' inclusion of those words? If he
has not, I can tell this House T have
done so. Whéther that protest will be
successful or not, at all events it will
never be said in the future that the
Liberals on this side of the House
have failed to use their best efforts to
prevent anything which might preju-
dicially affect the interests. of the
province ' of British Columbia. - (Ap-
plause.)

An Academic Resolution

Mr. Speaker, I think‘I have_said all
that I can usefully say upon this reso-
lutioh. - The resolution ‘is at best an
academic - one, - ‘It -does mot . ask this
legislature “to confirm‘ ‘any - future
course - of action; it simply asks the
legislature to—what shall I say, pat
my honorable friend on the back for
what he did .at Ottawa last October?
It  simply asks this House to confirm
his actidns and to-say that he did the

lar objections to my. honorable friend
receiving all the compensation which
members of this House can accord to
him for“the effort which he made last
October’ to obtain better terms for
British' Columbia. - I am quite sure if
he ‘went into that conference, when he
presented this memorandum that he|
presented and argued today for Brit-
ish Celumbia, he argued the case for
British Columbia to. the best of his
ability. And when a man does that,
he is entitled to the compensation of
his fellows for having done his best.

And I say I do not think that the
real strong _point in British' Colum-
bia’s case was presented at all—the
point of the.change in_the fiscal laws
since 1871. _But that is no reason why
we : should not..give - -my. honorable
friend credit for the fight which he
made, based upon the material which
he had, compiled, as it was, largely
from the memoranda of “his ‘predeces-
‘sors in-office,,, . :

Fight Must Be Kept Up

I ‘think that ‘in future fhis fight
must be kept up for better terms for
British Columbia; because we have-no
hesitation in agreeing with our hon-
orable friends on the other side of the
House, that the paltry sum of one
hundred thousand a year for ten years,
is inadequate, and-ought ot to be ac-
cepted as a final settlement. (Ap-
plause.) But I say’from this time on,
it should be the businegs and the duty
of my. honorable. friefid to,see that a
case is. prepared which would appeal
to the members of the confepance; for
3f ‘he can’ get past the amembers - of
that conference—because I believe that
conference is now. to be hald vearly- -
then ‘it will-appeal to the members ofy)|
the Pominion - _parliaméni—because
legislation-of this kind cannot be en-
acted . by the . government; it must

say I hope my honorable” friefid will
prepare a_case that will -appeal to the
conference and: the Dom ‘ior parliss
ment. not simply upen moral grounds,
but upon ® the sound. . constitutional
grounds that after the terms of union
had been agreed to the Dominion of
Canada changed its laws, so as :to
double ‘the burden imposed by customs
duties upon the people.of British Col-
umbia, to the prejudice of the peo-
ple of British Columbia, and in favor
of the people.of the mantufacturing
provinces of the East.

Now, I cannot support in its entire-
 ty the resolution proposed by my hon-
orable friend: It contains, as I have
pointed out, statements which are not
in accordance with the fact, state-
meénts which should not emanate from
this House. I do not think that this
House should go on redord with a
statement which is mnot entirely fair.
And ‘who can say that the statement
that Sir Wilfrid Laurier had refused
the request of British Columbia for
arbitration, is entirely fair, when the
letter shows that he asked the con-
fernce to -consider it, and stated in
plain terms should the conference
come to the, conclusion .that arbitra-
tion is the proper thing, that would
(plack 4t in a new light before him and

is colleagues, and that they would
give it their further consideration? I
say that this resolution, emanating
from a legislative body such as this,
and read, as it will be, by the pre-
miers. by the confreres of my honor-
able friend at that confernce, and by
the members of the Dominion parlia-
ment—I say it ought to. be entirely
fair, and free from the criticism which

Quotes from Resolution

And let me say, there is another re-
cital” in that resolution which I say
is not in accordance with facts. My
honorable friend recites that in de-
spite'of his protest the conference pro-
ceeded. to consider the claims of Brit-
ish Columbia—in despite, Mr. Speak-
er. of his‘iprotest. Well, his own re-
port to - the - Lieutenant-Governor
shows that he himself brought -the
matter before the conference, argued
it. as he tells-us’today, for two or
three days, and fought the battles of
British - Columbia- for better terms for
two or three.days; and yet he says
in his resolution that in spite of his
objection to dealing with the confer-
at all, the cenference proceeded to
deal with tHis question of better
terms. The very first sentence almost
in my honorable friend’s return to
His Honor the - Lieutenant-Governor
says: “I took eyery opportunity - to
place.”

And yet in his resolution today he
says - they proceeded to consider that
in spite of his protest.

Concluding Remarks

Now I think my honorable friend in
his . statement in the -course of his
speech, says that he always impressed
upon his confreres- of the conference
he was not, as I take it, tp be bound
by the proceedings of the conference.
Now had my honorable friend really
considered that statement before he
made it? He goes into the conference,
submits his case, and then 'says, o1
am . doing this without prejudice.
am asking you to decide it but T am
withholding my assent from the. decis-
ion. you come to. If that was the
position my honorable friend took,
then instead of protesting after the
resolution to submit, to agpitration had
been lost, and voted on by himself—
instead of protesting then by a writ-
ten ‘declaration, he should at the very
moment he went into the conference
have said, “Gentlemen, I . am here
without prejudice to the claims of
British Columbia; I have come here,
but I am not going to submit to the
rulings of this conference, 1 reserve

of thei &
their governments and legislatures

to myself the right to say whether Ii

t time by that conference, and Mr. |

proper thing. . Now,.I have no particu-| o3 oms more atom .of the bitter prin-

undoubtedly will be leveled against ftul! MriHawthormthwaite asked in that
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will accept your rulings or not.” If
he had taken that position, his position
would be cléarly understood, and he
doubtless would not think for-a mo-
ment of undertaking the serious ef-
forts which he pursued for two or
three days. My honorable friend only
takes that position when he is defeat-
ed by the conference, an@ when it is
too late to- make a protest of that
kind.

I propose, Mr. Speaker, to move a
short resolution by way of amenad-
ment to that of my honorable
friend: é

He then submitted the amendment
whiFm has been quoted.

“Thatsail the recitals in the resolu-
tioh be struck out, and -that all the
words of the resolutiont after the words
‘be it’ be struck out and’' the follow-
ing substituted therefor:

“1. That this House regrets the fail-
ure of the Hon. Richard McBride to
procure - from the conference which he
recently attended at Ottawa resolu-
tions more favorable to the claims of
British Columbia. *

“2. That this House is of opinion
that the proposed additional allowance
of $100,000 annually for ten years as
compensation for recognized special
claims. of British Columbia is inade-
quate, and cannot be accepted as final
and unalterable settlement.”

The amendment was defeated.

Socialist Out of Order

At the opening of the evening ses-
sion J. H. Hawthornthwaite, the So-
cialist leader moved, seconded by Par-
ker Willlams, that the resolution be-
fore the HousSe be amended by strik-
ing out all the pords in section'l, after
“that the House endorse the course
taken by the Hon. Richard McBride,
Premier of British Columbia. “at the
said conference.” The words to be
stricken out being “in respect to dll the
foregoing described actions.”

The speaker said that in view of the
fact that 'a somewhat similar amend-
ment by the member for Rossland had
already been voted on this amendment
was out of order, since it propeosed to
strike out words that the House had
already decided should stand as part
of the resolution. It should properly
have been brought in as an amend-
ment to the amendment of the mem-
ber for Rossland. =
, Mr. Hawthornthwaite said it was
quite impossible for him to introduce
it in that way. It might gratify the
members opposite to have it ruled out
of order in this way, but he hoped the
speaker would not see it in that light.

The speaker said he was only fol-
lowing the practice of the House,
which ,decjded that a subject having
been votezl on, rah(;:.uld not be votéd on
again. Otherwise digcussion would be
interminable.

Mr. Hawthornthwaite said --he
thought that position a most extraor-
dinary one. He-might wish to endorse
one part of the r®olution and not an-
other, and this shut him off from dis-
cus?ing it in that way. If the speaker
decided in that way “there would be
some fine fun in the House before the
end of the .session with different reso-
lutions along that line,

The Speaker—I rule that the resolu-
tion as proposed by the.honorable
member’ is ‘ouf ‘of ‘order.

case if he might speak on the motion,
and leave was readily granted.

Hawthornthwaite’s Speech

Mr. Hawthornthwaite said this reso-
lution wéas a matter of great impor-
tance and it would not be doing jus-
tice to it to let it pass without saying
something more upen it. While admit-
ting it important he ‘said that so far
as h& and his colleagues were con-
derned they were there for the purpose
of securing better terms for the work-
ing class, and honorable members on
the other side of the House had shown
that: so far as they were concerned
they did not propose to give better
terms to these people. In spite of
that the Socialists would' not recipro-
cate such a feeling but would endeav-
or to /heap coals of fire on their heads
so that in future if the finance min-
ister had a chance to benefit the
working class he might be glad to do
so. 1

This question of taxation was of lit-
tle interest to the working class geén-
erally, as they did not pay. the taxes,
which were ‘taken out of the money
of which they were legally robbed by
the capitalist class. " There was, how-
ever, one class of workers who. might
benefit indirectly through better terms
and these were the smgll farmers, for
whom he and his colleagues had re-
cently tried in vain to secure some ex-
emption ungder the Assessment act.

He was not altogether satisfied with
the position taken by the member for
Rossland, who had pointed out that
the fact that the province pays more
into the Dominion treasury. than she
received from it did not altogether en-
tifle her to better terms. Amother
thing in which he disagreed with that
gentleman was in his criticism of the
actions of the premier at the confer-
ence. He had thought that with the
leader of the opposition’s” well known
love of constitutional methods, he
would have rejoiced to hear¥the pre-
mier tell of the dignity with which he
had.acted. Of course they would net
expect the premier to act otherwise.
It was a fact that heavy bodies moved
slowly and with weight, and it was
gratifying that the honorable gentle~
man when he left the conference had

’

in" a highly intehsified degree. ' Then -
valuable tonics and internal antisep-
tics were added and the whole pressed
into tablets. |
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them. &0c a box, 6 for $2.50. By mall,
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and they could well imagine thaé.had
he been aroused to such fury as to
wipe the floor with the remains of his
brother premiers.-he would still have
done it in a dignified way. (Laughfer.)

He found from' statistics that since
confederation this province had cen-
tributed the enormous sum of $567,-
000,000 to the Dominion treasury and]
had only received.$38,000,000 in return,
which left $19,000,000 which had not
been returned. Had_the premier done
full justice to the claims of British
Columbia he would have demanded at
that conference that every cent of that
$19,000,009 should be returned to Brit-
ish Columbia. It had been shown quite
clearly that the eost of government
in this country was necessarily about
three times as much as in any other
province. Our revenue per capita was
three or four times as great also. They
heard a great deal of complaint about
the Chinamen taking out money from
the country, and thBugh these com-
plaints were just, he was sfill quite
satisfied that the Chinamen had not
taken out one-tenth ‘as much money
from the province as had the Dominion
government since. confederation.

So far as the B. N. A. act went its
provisions had never been <arried out.
The British government had promised
under that act to make Esquimalt. a
permanent naval station. Settlers had
also been openly ‘ejected ~from their
lands in defiance-of the terms of union,
which declared 'these lands should be
only set aside. .for pre-emptors
and section after section had been vio-
lated. §3 Ayl R

At present the_grovince had become

roused to 'this$° duestion o6f better
erms, and within®t#e Hmfts described
by himself he was dquite in sympathy
with the premier’and his colleagues,
but so far as the smethods employed
by him went he did not altogether ap-
prove of the stand taken by the pre-
mier. The leader. of the opposition
had also cri;icised)'_hlm severely, but
had showed no solution of this-prob-
lem. Speaking personally for- himself
Mr. Hawthornthwaite said he did not
know - of any way in which they could
obtain better terms except in pro-
ceeding on the lines of a committee of
investigation as suggested by the pre-
mier. At the same time he did not
think that the House should be com-
pelled to endorse all the peculiar ae-
tions and antics of the premier at Ot-
tawa, and he did. not think he .could
ask members on the opposition side
‘of the House whether Liberals or So-
cialists ‘to do that.r According to the
speaker’s decision they had either to
support the resolution as a whole or
vote against it. The Socialists would
not be placed~in such a position by
that decision and when it came. to/a
vote they would either.vote against
the resolution or retire from the House
to show that they were not in entire
accord with the premier’s attitude in
this matter. -

Question of Courtesy

Question was called ‘and just as the
speaker’s bell rang, Hon. Mr. Mc¢Bride
rose  to speak again. ;

Mr. Hawthornthwaite promptly rose
to a point of order., The bell had een
rung and the premier had lost his right
to speak again. .If the rules of the
House* were to be enforced against
him} he insisted that they should also
be enforced agaihst'the. premier.

Hon. Mr. McBride said it was al-
ways the privilege:of the mover of a
olution to close the debate. As a mat-
ter of fact he was on his feet just as
the speaker touched the bell.

Mr. Hawthornthwaite—I insist Mr.
Speaker that the 'honorable the pre-
mier should not be accorded a priv-
ilege that is not given to other mem-
bers of this House. -

Hon. Mr. McBride replied warmly:
“I am surprised at the stand taken by
my honorable friend. I cannot recall
any like instance arising in this House,
but had it been so’' I am sure that the
privilege I ask for would have: been
readily -accorded. If = necessary:  he
would appeal to the courtesy of the
House.”

Mr., Hawthornthwaite said as a mat-
ter of courtesy if the premier appealed
to the House he had no objection to
his speaking he was merely” insisting
on a right. .

The speaker said,he would put it to
the House whether the premier, should
be heard or net.

Mr. Hawthornthwaite “said that it
was quite unnecessary. He would not
press the matter further.

Mr. Oliver asked what was the rule
of the House when the speaker had
rung the hell.

. The speaker said that the rule of
the House was that no one  should
speak after the bell had rung, but by
courtesy of the House the premier
might speak .now.

The Premier’s Reply

Hon. Mr. McBride said he wished
simply to take up one or two points
that had arisen in the course of the
debate. He had listened with interest
to the speech of the member for Na-
naimo which was as- usual- bristling
with -interesting points, and was enter-
taining by reason of that husnor which
was his. . He was disappointed, how-
ever to find to what conclusions he
came within the last ten minutes, : He
had admitted the province had a griev-
ance but without a word of explana-
tion had branched out and said he was
unabla to see eye to eye with this as-
sembly when they proposed to - give
this question ‘its endorsation. He had
side stepped the resolution and had

not kicked over the chairs and tables,

also taken pains to makeé the House

STEELE
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believe that he (the premier) was not
the friend:of the workingman.

“I say,” said the premier, “that the
Conservatives both of this province
and the Dominion have done much
more for the workingman - that the
Soeialist party the Liberal party or
any similar organization' has ever at-
tempted to-do. ‘(Applause.) You -can
go into the' legislation jof any part of
the Dominion, and you will find in-
variably that . if. that legislation " be
substantial ‘and gives any real relief
to the workingmen it comes from the
Conservative party.”” (Hear, hear.)

In’ British Columbia it must be ad-
admitted /that in the main. the-major
part-of the relief given to the.work-
ingmen had come from the Conser-
vative .party. It was true that they
were  not always able to fall in line
with the Socialists in these matters,
but they knew the responsibilities, and
while. they would protect the working-
man as: far as they could, there were
the interests.of invested capital and
others'to be considered, and the gov-
ernment was-.in the position of an ar-
bitrator ‘standing between these var-
fous interests. !

Mr.  Macdonald “objected that the
premier had  been extended the cour-
tesy" of’ the - House to discuss better
terms,” and- he was dealing with a,
question . which .had not before been
brought mp in this discussion.

THhe speaker ruled that the premier
must .confine his speech to the sub-
ject before the House.

Hon,. Mr. McBride said he would
leave that matter. He had only been
expressing - his regret-at the stand
taken by .the member for Nanaimo,
and he hoped before the bell rung that
gentlemgan would have changed his
mind, &nd; would support. the resolu-
tion. - Taking up the speech made by
the leader of the opposition that after-
noon, he could only say that of all the
addresses that gentleman had delivered
in the House that was the ablest. "It
showed most careful study and loeked
as if for the week past he had been
studying what course he should, take
to keep himself straight with the peo-

was entitled to special recognition.

“That being admitted,” said the pre-
mier, “I-went a step further and
asked that a resolution be passed -to
give me 'an arbitration or commission
on inquiry to determine what  those
claims should be.  Then I found there
was hesitation.  Sir Wilfrid ' Laurier
and his, colleagues were called in again.
The position was explained, but when
it came to the question of arbitration
Sir 'Wilfrid gave an emphatic ‘No.””
I immediately rose in my ' place ‘and
said ‘Then I understand: Sir ‘Wilfrid
that the Dominion government says to
British' €elumbia that they do not ac-
cept the proposition for a board of
arbitration. Sir Wilfrid rose  to his
feet to reply, when Mr. Fielding got up
and said he would explain.”

The next day Sir- Wilfrid delivered
to the conference a typewritten state-
ment which appeared in the returns. It
would be sfen from that -document
that Sir Wilfrid Laurier was willing
to modify his position from the em-
phatic ‘No’ with which he had first
met the demand for arbitration, and
stated that ' if the conference were
united on this point the government
would be bound to consider it. But
the conference was against it and;
Premier Whitney’s . resolution was
brought in and passed. It was then
that he (Mr. McBride) had inserted on
the records a protest that he did not
agree that the provinces should step
in and settle~this question, as it was
one to be settled by the ' Dominion
authorities alone. L

Mr. Macdonald asked if it was not a
fact that it was not till after the
statement of Sir Wilfrid ‘Laurier, and
after the conference had refused his
demand for arbitration that he took
this stand.

Hon Mr. McBride repeated -that on
the opening day he had brought this
matter up. :

Mr. Macdonald—Where is it on the
resolutions.

Hon. Mr. McBride said it was not
down, but he whas one of a commit-
tee appointed to. draw up resolutions
and he had made this protest then,
but it was not put on the minutes.

ple of this country and with ‘his party
at Ottawa. In this position he could

not have acquitted himself better, but, 1
when they’ analyzed the position taken|without any resolution at all.

by him where did“he stand. He ad-|

mits® that the province is not getting
a -fair;deal from Ottawa, and urges;
that the agitation for better terms be
kept up, but at the same time he"tells

the Houge' that, the resolutions cannot
{

be supported. He said the amount of-

Mr. ‘Macdonald—As a matter of fact
this protest was put on the minutes,

Hon. Mr. MeBride—Yes, that is _quite
trye. Mfter the refusal of the confer-
ence to deal with this matter I entered
this protest. Ee

He continued that three parts of the
conference worked' was .carried. on in
an “informal ‘way, and if he had the

fered in Premier Whitney’s resolution| unofficial statements made by Sir Wil-

was inadequate, and he, (the premier)‘i
expected to seehim support the reso-]

lution, .but .was ‘disappointed to find
that he was simply indulging an aca-
demic discussion in order to introduce
a resolution -to .keep himself straight
with ‘his party at Ottawa.

In view of.the ‘position taken by the!
leader of the opposition for the  past!
three. or four months he could not|
blame’him very- much. If they looked
over- the. papers of the past -four
months they would find an interview
he had given to a Liberal paper in
which he outlined his views on the;
stand taken by him (the premier) at!
Ottawa, and this* was quoted and used
as campaign matter by those  sup-
porting him. In face of this interview
and the position taken by him on the
hustings they could not find very
much" fault with his position today.

“The leader of the opposition says
that I went into the conference, and
laid my. case before it, and -should
have accepted the judgment of that
conference, or protested so strongly at
the .opening of the assembly as to
leave no doubt if a question arose at
any time in regard to ‘the rights of,
British: Columbia. : I say again that at
the ‘opening of - this - conference -I /lost
no time in telling them that British
Columbia ~must ‘adhere to the course
ouflined by. Col. Prior in 1903 when in
endorsing . the Quebec resolution he
submitted a- letter to the conference

in -which he said that British Co-{b

lumbia while endorsing 'it stood out
for better terms, and could not allow
herself to be.prejudiced. This posi-
tion . I stated  very clearly.”

The: premier continued that at the
opening.of -the conference he was given
an interview with Sir Wilfrid Laurier,
and with Premier Whitney presented
his memoranda embodying the claim
for hptter terms, and ‘in ' submitting
the mgmoranda for British Columbia
he had been careful to explain to Sir
Wilfrid. the /position the province in-
tended‘to :take. - He was promised the
matter “‘would be gone into and they
should ‘have a reply . on the following
day, The -premier took pains to im-
press upon .Sir Wilfrid and his col-
leagues, that -if it was decided that
British Columbia was entitled to.better
terms;- they should be ‘adjusted by a
commission of arbitration. Sir' Wilfrid
did not hesitate to 'tell the eonference
that he thought the guestion of better
terms for British .Columbia was one
for them to disctiss and if the gcon-
ference would speak in this matter it
would be easier for his government to
act, thus shifting the responsibility
from the shoulders of the federal
authorities to whom it belonged on to
the other provinces.

A discussion ensued, and finally he
secured from the conference an ac-
knowledgment that British Columbia
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frid Laurier it would clear the ground
and show . that he ' (the premier)
was acting in a right fashion. He be-
lieved that the business done in Ot-
tawa was all done in good faith, and
his friepd the leader of  the opposi-
tion was quite wrong in saying that

he had got British Columbia into ajin i3

trap.

Mr. Macdonald—I- did not say that
my honorable friend had got the prov-
ince int6 a trap. I said he had two
courses to follow. He could either
follow the advice of Sir Wilfrid Lau-
rier and submit to the deeision: of the
conference, or he could stand out and
say we will not deal with the confer-

ence but with the Dominion govern- t

ment.

Hon. Mr. McBride said if the House
had follbwed the remarks of his hon-
forable “friend the inference to be
drawn from them was quite clear,
They must feel that had he remained
in the conference after that resolu-
tion the province of British Colum-~
bia would be punished for his remain-
ing behind. He believed that Sir
Wilfrid Laurier was acting in good
faith and was really anxious for him
to go back to the conference and see
if the other provinces would not
swing into line, and back up British
Columbia in her demands, but from
first to last he (Mr. McBride) had
been careful to do nothing that would
prejudice the claims of British Colum-

ia. e
(A second point raised by the leadery
of the opposition was his' (the pre-.
mier’s) failure fo raise some constitu=
tional question that might give tone to
their requests. He spoke of the cus-
toms revenues ‘at the time the prov-
ince entered the Dominion, and gave
statistics ‘to show, how very much
British Columbia had suffered from
the increases in customs duties that
followed. He would like to direct his
attention to the fact that in the mem-
oranda submitted by Mr. Dunsmuir by
Col. Prior and himself there. was con-
siderable mention made of these rev-
enues. That point had been pressed
home and the people at Ottawa were
aware of the conditions in this prov-
ince for the past twenty years.

Mr. Macdonald ‘said the point
he had raised that the customs duties
had doubled since British = Columbia
entered confederation, and that only
eastern manufacturing provinces re-
ceived the benefit had never been
raised.

Mr. McPhillips—Was not that an
incident that might have been accepted

Mr. Macdonald said no, because at
the time of confederation the people
of this country could not be expected
to see;that the customs.quties would
be doubled in 14 years. -

Mr. McPhillips—Why don’t you re-
duce them then?

Mr. ~ Macdonald said if his friend
turned up the records he would find
that they had been increased by his
party: at Ottawa, and any reduction
made had been made by the party
that was now in power in the Do-
minion. \

Mr. McPhillips—I would like to know
what the reductions are.

Hon. Mr. McBride said this point
of increased revenues had been strong-
ly pressed home. It was not new mat-
ter, but had already been submitted
in detail. It was a self evident fact,
and ™ patent; to all, something whiéh
he who runs may read, and there was
no necessity for sgoing into this
particular phase, and when.the leader
of the opposition found fault with him
for not emphasing this point he was
indulging in a mere quibble. (Hear,
hear.) Even if they had not used it
it . was ne excuse. to' help Ottawa or
explain away the conduct of the
other provinces towards British Co-
lumbia.

Then the leader of the opposition

1*An  Aet '

had closed with some éxcuse for Sir
Wilfrid rier’h refusal to submit
this question to arbitration. He says
that British Columbia out here on the
slopes . of "the Rockies, as the most
western province of the Dominion s
well known.’ It is well known that Her
physical differences make the expense
of civic administration very highas All
this can be found in the blue books
at Ottawa and therefore there is noth-
ing to be submitted to a board of ar-
bitration or commission of inquiry.

“I wonder,” said the premier, “if he
thinks the people of British Columbia
will . take him seriously. £ what he
says is the case why does he not go a
step further and ,tell us how we can
account for the suggestion' of Sir Wil-
frid Laurier that British Columbia’s
case should be discussed and setiled
by the other provinces, practically
telling ‘'me to have the case settied by
the conference, : submitted to a board
of inquiry or arbitration to be cerried
on by the premiers there. His pcsi-
tion is most illogical and can never
appeal to.the‘people of British C'clum-
bia. (Applause.) In one bLrea.h he
says arbitration is no good, and in the
next breath he says ‘It is very gcod’
provided you will allow me io numin-
ate the arbitrators.”

“In conclusion I ask this ITousc ¢gain
in. seeking these: rights to Jkeep within
constitutional, lines. There is absolute-
ly no desire on our part o 49 any-
thing that would lead to the weakening
of this part of the Tinpire. I am giad
to say that so far our efi)is Fave met
with success. I am glad to say that
even at Ottawa among sirangers we
have secured recpgnition of the fact
that we are entitled. to better terms
and better than all weé hase bzen sole
to secure from the people of British
Columbia an endorsation of ir2 stend
taken by the represeatatize of Erit-
ish Columbia at Ottawa, and if it i§
the intention of-anyene to go to Lon-
don and force these temas down.our
throats, then it -is the duty of Brit-
ish Columbia to leave nothing undone
to secure those rigintg to wnich sd-
mittedly she is encitled. (Loud ap-

plause.) :
To Bar Hindus

Before the openilig. of the debate mupon
the Dbetter terms resolution, a hill entitled
Amend the Provincial Elec-
tions Act,” a8 introduced by Mr. Bowser.
This provides for the adding of .the word
“Hindu’® after the word ‘“‘Japanese,” in the
first -line of section. 6 of chapter 17.. The
expression Hindu is defined as meaning
any native of India not born of Anglo-Sax-
on parents, and-ghall Ilnclude any person,
whetlier or not a British subject.

Shops Regulation Act

‘Mr, Ross introduced a_ bill entitled “An
Act to Amend the Shops’ iRegulation Act.”
This simply deals with the closing hours
of commercial concerns and treats with the
municipal districts of Fernie and Cran-
brook +n particular. Briefly it is proposed
to gtrike out swb-section 3 of section 2 of
chapter 59 of the original Act, and substi-
¢ therefore the following: *“Oa any
of the week, provided the hour fixed
. appointed by such by-law in such case
for the closing shall not be earlier that six
of the clock in. the aftérnoon of any such
day: | Provided that in municipalities in the
electoral districts of ¥Fernie and Cran-
brook the hour fixed or appointed by such
by-law shall not be earlier than five of the
clock in the afternoon of any such day.”

Roth these measures were read a first
time and ordered to be read a second time

oday.

? I Temper from a Bad Liver.
Carlyle justly attributes the 1ill-temper,
which ~made him a monster in the eyes
of the world, to a bad fliver. Nothing
makes ' one, feel . more miserable or more
gloomy. and discouraged than Iver com-
plaint and consequent biliousness and dys-
pepsia and@ nothing so promptly and thor-
oughly sets the liver right and overcomes
these aflments as Dr. <Chase’s -Kiduey-
Liver Pills, the great family medicine.
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BRYAN ON TRADES’ UNONS

Says Benefits of Organization Cannof
i Be Overestimated

Chicago, March 18.—William J. Bxy=
an, at the closing conference,yesterdaw
in .connection with the industrial ex-
hibit expressed the opinion that trades’
unions have done more good for this
country than any other force in the
country.

Although he disclaimed any scienti«
fic knowledge of the question, M~
Bryan’s: remarks were received with
satisfaction by the audience of uniom
men from the Federation of Labox
which attended the meeting.

“The runions have made mistakes
but they have accomplished more good.
was the keynote of his speech. He paid
a tribute especially to the organiza«
tions of women in -this connection.

“When we consider -that through
trade unions wages have been  in«
creased, hours shortened and comfort
afforded the workingmen in greater
measure,” he said, “I think we. have
a right to say the benefits resulting
from these unions cannot be over-esti«
mated.

“The Australian ballot system, for
one thing, is largely due in this coun<
try to the agitation of the irade
unions.. I almost feel safe in saying
that had it not been for the interest
‘taken in this reform by the organiza«<
tions we might still be employing tha
old system of voting.

“If the labor union had never done
anything else than raise the age limit
of employment for children 1in the
mines and factories of the nation I
believe - that accomplishment alone
would justify its existence. No in-
fluence’ in this country has ever been
S0 evil in its effects as the tendency
ta erowd our workshops with children

~of tender years.”

Referring to women in industry Mr.
Bryan said he believed women might
accomplish as much as men through
organization and unions.

Ask for Amherst solid leather foot-
wear. *

MOYER AND HAYWOOD.

Boise, Idaho, March 26. — Judge
Wood of Caldwell overruled .the mo-
tion for a change of venue in the
Moyer-Haywood “petition  case. He
gave the defence their option to try
the case at Boise or in Canyon county.
Boise was agreed upon after a consult-
ation of counsél. The date will be defi-
nitely ‘fixed when court opens here

.next Monday.
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