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Missdeeds in
The Yukon.

wanted to go away the debate upon 
March 30, should be adjourned at 6 pan.

At that hour Sir Charles Hibbert had 
already made a long and excellent speech 
in the coarse of which he had planted 
a number of telling blows upon sutii 
tender spots as the Washington fiasco 
for instance, and had just reached the 
Yukon scandals. His leader bade him 
hold hard. There was no time to deal 
with that subject. But the Grits thought 
they saw their chance; that our man 
could not stay another half hour, and 
that then they would have the field to 
themselves, so they broke their own 
arrangement, broke faith with the mem­
bers of the house and bade Sir Charles 
Hibbert go on.

This was the first of many holes which 
they tumbled into. They had forgotten 
that they had twitted the father about 
his wind; they had forgotten that wind 
means staying power and is a quality 
which is generally hereditary. Hie re- 
suit was that they let themselves in for 
about four hours of the most damaging 
attack under which any party ever wilt­
ed. This was their fault, though for 
my own part I would be inclined to con­
gratulate the Hon. Mr. Sifton upon his 
good luck in being able to reply in the 
absence of such an adversary.

It is not easy to summarize the 
speeches of Sir Charles Hibbert (say 
seven hours), of the Hon. Mr. Sifton 
(say five hours) and of Mr. Borden 
(perhaps three hours), in the two letters 
which"! mean to devote to them. But. 
I must try.

But, as briefly as possible, Sir Charles 
Hibbert charged that there had been 
gross maladministration in the Yukon; 
gross corruption, blackmailing and mal­
feasance: that for this the Hon. Mr. 
Sifton was primarily and personally re­
sponsible and that in consequence he 
(Sir Charles Hibbert Tapper) demanded 
“the fullest, fairest, most impartial en­
quiry” into the charges laid before the 
house by a commission composed of the 
very highest in the land, men as high 
as parliament itself, and this not for 
mere party’s sake, but to clear Canada’s 
reputation in the eyes of the world and 
to restore that confidence in her and her 
investments which the report of the Yu­
kon scandals has so gravely shaken. He 
further charged that the commission now 
sitting had not been appointed soon 
enough and he especially charged that 
that commission was utterly unsatisfac­
tory and inefficient because it consisted 
of one man only and that man (Mr. Ogil­
vie) a connection, a subordinate and a 
paid official of the Hon. Mr. Sifton who, 
it is charged, is primarily responsible' for 
that maladministration and corruption 
into which the commission has to en­
quire.

Mr. Ogilvie has, in fact, been appointed 
by his chief and eounsin, the Hon. Mr. 
Sifton, to enquire into the alleged sins 
of the aforesaid chief and cousin and 
into the alleged gross malpractices of 
that chief’s most intimate friend and as­
sociate, Mr. F. C. Wade.

Let us describe our dramatis personae. 
Thep rincipal defendant, the Hon. Mr. 
Sifton, is minister of the interior; the 
next in importance amongst the accused 
is Mr. F. C. Wade, said to be an ex­
tremely capable lawyer who has filled the 
onerous billets 6f Dominion land agent, 
crown prosecutor, recorder, etc., in the 
Yukon and has given up his remunera­
tive practice in Manitoba for a life in the 
Arctic and $2,500 a year and pickings, 
and the judge appointed to try them ' 
Mr. Ogilvie, admittedly an honest 
but no lawyer with no judicial powers 
but bound by the strongest ties of self- 
interest and relationship to the defend­
ant.

the government), but they do kick a 
little at typhoid and unlicensed 
tion, and it was this kick to which Sir 
Charles Hibbert gave voice on this part 
of the charge, which is practically un­
answered. We have now left the main 
charges of inefficiency and corruption.

As so much stress has been laid by 
the defence (the government) upon the 
want of specific charges, I wish here to 
call attention to the true view of the 
case. What Sir Charles demanded was 
a competent commission, free from bias 
and above party influence. What he had 
to show in order to justify his demand 
for this was a case of suspicion strong 
enough to warrant a grand jury in con­
sidering it. He had not, he maintained, 
to make out a ease strong enough to 
convict, though many will agree that he 
did this. If he did not, Messrs. Borden 
and Coi. Prior were surely specific 
enough. Besides, he had abundant pro- 
cedent. As he showed very plainly, the 
present government appropriated the 
country’s money before they had any 
legal right to do so, to pay Pinkerton’s 
detectives to enquire into the Manitoba 
election frauds, the justification for such 
enquiry being based upon mere suspicion, 
aroused by the indefinite statements of 
people whose names were not disclosed. 
This is a sorry story, but anyone who 
doubts the bald statement which want 
of space compels me to be content with, 
can find full corroboration of it in the 
pages of Hansard. Mr. Howell, who 
had the conduct of the Manitoba case, 
wag instructed to “ fish for evidence ” 
with Pinkerton detectives, at an en- 
pense of $18,000 of the country's money, 
and did so fish, and caught one miser­
able creature. That was in a case 
which told against the" present opposi­
tion to the extent stated. Why, then, 
did not the Hon. Mr. Sifton go to the 
same expense and apply the same means 
to fish for evidence which would tell 
against himself and his own friends in 
the Yukon, and why does he object to 
the introduction of Evidence in the 
Yukon case more conclusive than any he 
possessed at the start in the Manitoba 
case? But the evidence adduced by Sir 
Charles was conclusive enough. To be­
gin with, he had the Dawson petition of 
August 25, 1898, signed by thirteen 
reputable men representing a mass meet­
ing of, it is said, about 10,000 free 
miners. In it it is stated among other 
things that “ the gold commissioner’s 
office is practically closed to the miner 
who has not the means to bribe the 
clerks in order to obtain knowledge of 
the records, which ought to be public.” 
And again : “ Wholesale information 
with regard to unrecorded ground is con­
veyed to certain individuals outside the 
office, who obtain men to stake and 
record the ground, in consideration of 
an interest in the, same, thereby defraud­
ing the miner who cannot obtain cor­
rect information by legitimate means.” 
And again: •“ The same gentleman 
(Crown Prosecutor Wade) in his capa­
city as Dominion land agent, is openly 
charged with serious breaches of trust 
and malfeasance in office, in that favor­
itism has been shown to persons by 
whom he has been retained as attorney, 
in the letting of valuable franchises and 
leasing of government lands.” Is not 
this sufficiently specific? Is not this 
document signed by representatives ap­
pointed by 10,000 of the people valid 
enough?

of rascals such as the world has rarely ■ 
seen, and done it, too, with rare dis­
crimination, never questioning the hon­
esty of Mr. Ogilvie and recognizing to 
the full jthe integrity and capacity of 
Senkler, of Nelson, and the magnificent 
qualities ofi the soldierly Steele.

CLIVE PHILLIPPS-WOLLEY.
4J Gloucester street, Ottawa.

He Wantslia-

A Guarantee.doing this was $5 and a flask of whiskey. 
(Laughter.) Then sending of the Mounted 
Police to the Yukon had been an ex­
pensive and comparatively useless matter. 
Miners did not need to be controlled by 
soldiers. In connection with the question 
of liquor permits, he said that It was well 
known that snch permits had been hawked 
aronnd for sale In British Columbia. Sev­
eral members were In 'possession of permits 
which had been so hawked around. (Hear, 
hear.) Under flit the circumstances, he 
could see no reason why the government 
should not appoint snch a commission of 
Inquiry as had been asked for. (Ap- 
nlanse.)

Mr. McCarthy, North Slmcoe, then de­
liver his maiden speech In the house, re­
ferred to already.

Sample Rascality in Public Of­
fice—Outrageous Delay 

of the Mails.

Merciless Criticism of Siftonism 
by Sir Charles Hibbert 

Tupper.
Eastern Engineer Guarding Ag. 

alnst Treatment Like That 
of Mr. Wilmot.

ORPHANAGE DIRECTORS.

Met Yesterday and Re-elected Officers— 
Ladies' Committee Appointed.

The first meeting of the newly-elected 
committee of management of the British 
Columbia Protestant Orphans’ Home 
was held yesterday afternoon at the 
city hall. Aid. Hayward was in the 
chair, and there were present Rt. Rev. 
Bishop Cridge, Rev. Dr. Campbell, Rev. 
J. C. Speer, Rev. Dr. Wilson, Rev. W- 
H. Barracloogh, Rev. W. L. Clay, Rev. 
F. Payne, A. C. Flumerfelt, William 
Scowcroft, E. C. Baker, D. Spragge and 
T. M. Henderson.

The proceedings were opened with 
prayer by Rev. Dr. Campbell, and after 
routine business the following officers 
were reflected for the ensuing year:

Charles Hayward, president; A. C. 
Flumerfelt, honorary treasurer; Wil­
liam Scowcroft, honorary secretary.

The selection of a committee of ladies 
to superintend the internal management 
of the institution was then proceeded 
with, and resulted in. the choice of the 
following:

Mrs. P. C. MacGregor, Mrs. Capt. 
William Grant,
Spofford, 
churches.

Mrs. Fleming, Miss Luscombe, Mrs. 
William Arthur, Mrs. William Scow­
croft, representing the Congregational 
church.

Mrs. G. A. Sargison, Mrs. F. W. Mc­
Culloch, Mrs. W. Berridge, Mrs. F. 
Adams, representing the Methodist 
churches.

Mrs. James Hutcheson, Mrs. (Dr.) 
Milne, Mrs. William Munsie, Mrs. Wil­
liam Denny, representing the Presby­
terian churches.

Mrs. Charles Kent, Mrs. E. C. Baker, 
Mrs. A. S. Going, Mrs. A. Rant, repre­
senting the Anglican churches.

Mrs. Charles Hayward, Mrs. W. R. 
Higgins, Mrs. A. E. Smith, Miss Edith 
Carr, representing the Reformed Episco­
palians.

It was resolved that the attention of 
the ladies’ committee be called to Rule 6 
and that in case of a vacancy being cre­
ated by the operation of this rule, a re­
port be sent to the committee, who will 
proceed to fill the vacancy.

It was also agreed that the same ar­
rangement as last year with reference 
to the attendance of the children at 
church be observed, with the exception 
that Emmanuel Baptist church be fixed 
for February and the First Presbyterian 
church for March.

Mr. E. C. Baker gave notice of motion 
that at the next meeting he would bring 
up the question of uniformity of cloth­
ing for all the inmates.

The following committee were appoint­
ed a standing committee on Finance: 
E. C. Baker, T. M. Henderson, R. S. 
Day, A. C. Flumerfelt and W. J. Pen- 
dray.

The meeting then adjourned after a 
dismissal blessing by the Venerable- 
Bishop Cridge.

Independent Member for To­
ronto Sees No Excuse for 

Slfton’s Course.

A Victorian Visitor Reviews the 
Recent Debate at 

Ottawa.
City Council Refuse to Make 

the Bargain Asked by 
Mr- Smith.

Ottawa, April 6.—As the debate on the 
address progresses, it is evident that the 
ministerialists are uneasy at the vigorous 
attacks which, the opposition are making 
upon them. To-day’s assault by Conserva­
tive speakers were not Jess vigorous than 
preceding ones. There was a magnificent 
speech by Dr. Montague, full of fire, con­
vincing and eloquent. Liberal ministers 
and members quailed under bis scathing 
criticism of broken pledges and forgotten 
promises. Dr. Montague’s defence of the 
Senate will rank as -eue of his best efforts, 
and the manner in which he scored the 
Premier will not soon be forgotten. Not 
less interesting were the speeches of Col. 
Prior and Mr. John Ross Robertson. The 
gallant British Columbian was never heard 
to better advantage, and if Mr. Sifton 
wanted specific charges of wrongdoing in 
the Yukon, he got them in the speech of 
Col. Prior. Mr. Robertson spoke in his 
usual crisp and epigrammatic style. His 
speech had the merit of brevity, but it was 
full of good things, with a sturdy ring of 
independence about it. Mr. Leighton Mc­
Carthy’s maiden speech was in some re­
spects a remarkable effort. He gave his 
views as to how the House of Commons 
should conduct its proceedings, and admon­
ished the members that they were not 
conducting themselves with sufficient dig­
nity. Nobody actually laughed at hie per­
formance, but the members ceased listening 
to him In a very few minutes, and when 
he went on to state his reasons for sup­
porting the government, about the only 
man who was paying any attention to him 
was Sir Wilfrid Laurier, whose face wore 
an air of studious attention throughout 
the whole time that Mr. McCarthy was 
speaking. Mr. Maxwell spoke long enough 
to make two bad breaks. He made use 
of improper language regarding the Senate, 
and was compelled to apologize. A little 
later he defended the government’s ex­
travagant expenditures by saying that no 
man would try to save money when he 
Lad lots of it.

Ottawa, April-6.—Though my roses 
were coming into leaf when I ieft the 
Coast, I have passed since then into an 
almost Arctic region. Snow slides threat­
ened on the line; at Winnipeg -he tem­
perature was oeluw zero; five feet of ice 
was reported on the river and the Douko- 
hobors, in their Russian shoubas of 
sheepskin, loosed absolutely in keeping 
with the country which reminded 
forcibly of Central Russia. But in no 
place was the frost so severe as it ap­
pears to be upon the treasury benches at 
Ottawa.

It is not at all likely that Mr. Ovii 
B. Smith, assistant engineer of the city » 
of Toronto, will become the city engine, i- 
of Victoria; in fact it looks now as 
though there will be some difficulty in. 
getting an Eastern man to take the posi­
tion—that is unless the council are pre­
pared to enter into certain agreements, 
which they are not likely to do. For 
judging from a telegram received yester­
day from Mr. Smith, engineers of stand­
ing in the Dominion have lost confidence 
in the city council of Victoria. On 
Thursday, it will be remembered, the 
city council met in secret session and 
appointed Mr. Smith to the position from, 
which Mr. AVilmot was so unceremoni­
ously ousted. Mr. Smith had evidently 
heard of the treatment accorded his 
fellow engineer, for his reply to the tele­
gram stating that he had been appointed 
was in the form of an ’enquiry, 
wanted to know for how long the posi­
tion would be guaranteed him; whether 
the city would pay his expenses from 
Toronto to Victoria, and whether he 
would have the right to engage and dis­
charge his assistants.

The council met at noon yesterday t.> 
consider this answer. It was a star 
chamber session, and the mayor and 
aldermen were reticent as to what took 
place. However, these things will leak 
out, and it is understood that in the first 
place those aldermen who opposed the 
dismissal of Mr. Wilmot had some fun 
with their colleagues. It was moved 
and seconded that a reply be sent to Mr. 
Smith, stating that the city would not 
bear the expense of his trip from To­
ronto to Victoria; that officials of the 
corporation held office at the pleasure of 
the council, but that Mr. AVilmot had 
been city engineer for eight years.

One alderman wanted to add 
addenda to the motion “ and was dis­
charged without reasonable cause.”

To this th? council would not agree, 
and the original motion was carried and 
Mr. Smith notified of the decision.

An engineer stated yesterday that 
members of the Canadian Institute had 
been advised not to accept the position 
without some such guarantee as that 
asked for by Mr. Smith.

MR. ROBERTSON.
Mr. J. Ross Robertson, East Toronto, 

said: So far as I am concerned, this de­
bate might die a natural death If I did 
feel It to be a duty to express my appre­
ciation of the great service which Sir C. H. 
Tapper rendered to this country by his 
attack on official wrongdoing In the Yukon. 
(Cheers.) It was not my good fortune 
to hear the reply of Mr. Sifton, but I have 
read his speech, and I cannot but think 
that he failed utterly to vindicate his own 
wisdom or the honesty of the officials 
chosen by him. (Opposition cheers.) In 
fact, the speech of the minister places me 
very much iu the position of the Judge 
who was listening to the lawyers who 
were trying to prove, In a celebrated elec­
tion case, that the respondent had ■» per­
sonal knowledge of the bribery that had 
been need in his behalf. The Judge said: 
“You might as well push a man into Lake 
Ontario and tell me that he was dry when 
you pulled him out, as to tell me that this 
respondent, in the midst of such a seething 
mass of corruption, had no knowledge of 
these transactions.” The speech of the 
minister of the Interior leaves me in the 
position of that Judge in regard to these 
officials in the Yukon. (Hear, hear.) I 
cannot for one moment believe that there 
could be so much smoke without some fire. 
(Cheers.)

I may say that I am thorônghly In 
sympathy with some phases of the gov­
ernment’s Yukon policy. I believe In the 
principle of the royalty, and also In the 
theory that the Yukon should . pay for 
the Yukon. (Government applause.) For 
that reason I opposed last session the at­
tempt that was made to turn the Yukon 
over to Mackenzie and Mann. (Conserva­
tive cheers and laughter.) The imposition 
of royalty on the gross output was a sound 
departure, but yet a departure, and the 
government should have been careful in 
the choice of agents. The minister of the 
Interior was particularly careful; he 
to have treated the whole Yukon 
wrecked ship, to which he fastened all 
the barnacles to be found In Manitoba. 
(Loud cheers.)

I am free to confess that at first I 
thought the appointment of Major Walsh 
as administrator was a good one. I admit 
now that I was possibly mistaken, and 
yet I hope that Major Walsh will be able 
to disprove the charges that have been 
made against him. It would be unjust to 
expect Mr. Sifton to make any examination 
in his choice of men; his great mistake 
was in his settled policy of trying to blud­
geon down every complaint that came from 
the Yukon. (Hear, hear,) I do not agree 
with Sir C. H. Tupper In condemning the 
activity of the minister of the Interior in 
the pursuit of the Manitoba rascals who 
were charged with stuffing ballot boxes. 
The activity of Mr. Sifton towards the 
alleged rascality of his enemies In Manitoba 
Is in marked contrast with his apathy to­
wards the alleged rascality of his friends 
in the Yukon. (Cheers.) The demand for 
specific charges and the names of com­
plainants should, in my opinion, never have 
come from the head of a department who 
is on trial. The men who Were branded 
as cut-throats did not go to the Yukon to 
administer public affairs; they went there 
to look after gold, and this government 
should not ask them to stop looking for 
gold to prefer charges against evlldoèrs 
In the country’s service at their own risk 
and at their own expense. (Hear, hear.) 
The minister of the interior had not helped 
them very much by his policy of holding 
a sort of civil service examination on every 
man who complained, of looking for proof 
of good character from every complainant, 
when he should hare been asking proof of 
good conduct from every accused official 
Ihe hon. the minister of the interior had 
a chance to disassociate himself from 
acts of his officials. He could have said 
to the country. “Whatever is wrong Is go-
thf et0 be rlgllt- and my policy Is
that no guilty man shall escape.” (Hear 
hear.) This was not the policy of the miu-
ï? /^inteti0r- He had his chance, 

but he failed t,o take It,
If. when the first intimation of wrong­

doing in the Yukon reached him, he had 
discouraged rather than encouraged it he 
might have relieved this parliament’ bv 
making an investigation that would have 
been thorough and searching. The wav 
that hon. gentlemen opposite have received 
the name of Mr. Woodworth shows the 
sort of justice that would be dealt out 
to any of those men that complain. (Hear 
hear.) The present government, through 
the mistaken policy of Mr. Sifton, is iden­
tified with a corruption that has robbed 
men of their rights and of their 
and with a terrorism that would have 
bed them of their character if 
dared to make 
If there had been

not

me

I
Of the Doukhobors whom I visited in 

Winnipeg and knew years ago in the 
Caucasus, I shall take occasion to write
you presently, as any alteration in the 
breed of a country to which Canada is 
already indebted for snch distinguished 

the Hon. Mr. Joseph Martin and 
his friend, the Hon. Mr. Sifton, cannot 
but be of grave moment to us.

The pamphlets issued about these 
Doukhobors contain much that is true 
and encouraging but there are points in 
the history of these people and tenets in 
their faith, which are deserving of con­
sideration by the immigration depart­
ment, and these have still to be consid­
ered. We do want men for instance, 
who are willing to bear arms for their 
country and women who will bear chil­
dren for Canada.

But for the moment I must leave the 
Doukhobors and turn to the great fight 
which has just been practically finished 
by the extremely able speech of Mr. 
Borden of Halifax. It is true that an 
admired after-dinner speaker the same 
Mr. Duncan Fraser who sometime 
threatened to become Chief Justice" of 
British Columbia, is probably at this 
moment amusing the house. But Sir 
Charles Hibbert Tupper has spoken, the 
Hon. Mr. Sifton has attempted to de­
fend himself, and Mr. Borden has put 
the finishing touch to the ruin of such 
reputation as the Minister of the Inter­
ior had left at the opening of the 
sion.

I am well aware that important 
speeches have been made this session be­
fore the subject of the Yukon scandals 
was reached, but I venture to think that 
the abuse of the leader of the opposition 
by the silver-tongued Premier will only 
pain Canadians who have hitherto united 
in admiring the temper and courtesy of 
one, who apart from all political ques­
tions, is undoubtedly amongst the most 
attractive figures in Canadian political 
life. Nor do I think that British Colum­
bia will be particularly interested to hear 
how the son of the old leader sustained 
his father. Wre know the breed. The 
father's a,s.tory ia part of the history of 
the Dominion, and we are beginning -to 
know the son of our own knowledge.

Sir Wilfrid in a moment of heat was 
pleased to belittle his formidable oppon­
ent. He was answered by the words of 
his own coileague, the Minister of Trade 
and Commerce, who said of Sir Charles 
in 1888 that “he was a capable resolute 
man who had deserved exceedingly well 
of his party. There can be no doubt 
that he saved them in 1887.” It was 
alleged that Sir Charles supplied “the 
wind” for his party and his son coun­
tered neatly with the suggestion that the 
wind, the propelling power of the ship 
°u st?*c’ was °f more importance to it 
than its figure head, however ornamental 
that might be. The Grits, were pleased 
to twit the Conservatives on the loyalty 
of their party to the Empire and upon 
the loyalty of the young Sir Charles to 
ins father and leader. This charge is 
unique in the history of this particular 
debate because it was the only one which 
the Grits managed to drive home and it 
must be admitted that if such loyalty 
be a bad thing then are the Conserva­
tives in a bad case for there is plenty of 
it in the party.

But this is only the by-play of the 
battle which really began after the 
recess on March 30, the casus belli being 
the Yukon scandals, and I would pause 
here for a moment to call the attention 

the West to the enormous importance 
,s’ **?e first brief which “our Sir 

Charles,” if I may so call him, has held 
for us since his arrival, in British Co­
lumbia.

If we are anything we are the mining 
province of the Dominion. It is pri­
marily upon our miners and pioneers that 
tha world’s eyes are fixed. They are 
and have been our pride and our revenue 
producers, and the brief Sir Charles Hib- 
Dert held was for our miners and pio­
neers against those who have oppressed 
them with unjust taxes, robbed them 
through corrupt officials and denied them 
any return in local improvements and 
sanitation for the enormous revenue 
which they contributed to the Dominion.

^ r* i^e ^ remembered, the men who 
niade Kootenay are foremost amongst 
the men who are developing the Yukon 
aistnct, and that probablv not a few of 
those who helped to return Mr. Hewitt 
Joostock to this house are now amonst 
tnose who have suffered under the mal­
administration of Mr. Bostock’s 
the Hon. Mr. Sifton.
0<~? *.*S?en1£? to the charges preferred 
against Mr. Sifton and his corrupt offic­
ial? ï could not help wondering what 

the boys I knew in Kootenay and in 
the North would say if they could see 
their representative cosily cuddled up 

. r. Slfton’s side whispering sweet 
nothings into the ear of that arch enemy 
or the mining industry.

Now let me clear the ground for the 
subject of this letter by exposing first 
tue unsuccessful attempt at sharp prac­
tice made by the government party 

It has been alleged that Sir Charles 
Hibbert made his attack and then bolted 
tk- - Poast t0 escape punishment, 
tfiis is absurd on the face of it. The 
square-jawed resolute man we know is 
much like the clients he has been repre- 
sentmg. He is if anything too much of 
a fighter. It is bom in him and his 
friends when watching him from the 

more anxious to hold him 
nn vtrF hLa. coat tails than to egg him

Honors for Mr. Dallain.-At the an- thrôugh^the^ho^e^and'his^8 tl> ring 
mini general meeting of the Canadian viciions h strong con-
Road Club, which controls road racing thm Rnhic™ hT he veF verge of 
and century riding, as the C W 4 does bench>,*et betw?en. the treasury an track event,, Vax DaiHK of that h^ Yrtnd^te^ But

turiom b *** f-flpamty of chief cen- ranged between the party leaded that 
" - » tor the convenience of members who

Mrs. Andrews, Mrs. 
representing the Baptist

men as

He

seems 
as aCOL. PRIOR*S ADDRESS.

Hon. E. G. Prior, on rising to resume 
the debate on the address, chaffed Mr. 
Fraser, of Guysborough about his speech 
of last evening. Evidently the hon. gen­
tleman knew he had a bad case, as he put 
more vehemence than usual into his mus­
cular contortions. (Laughter.) Taking up 
the address, Col. Prior pointed out that the 
government’s contention that the exodus 
had ceased was foundationless. The true

as un
ses-

criterion In this matter was the statement 
of settlers' effects going out of the country. 
Last year the value of such effects was 
$870,000, which was very little less than 
the average for years past. Referring to 
the commission at Washington, Col. Prior 
said that while he would like to see justice 
done to the sealers, he must emphatically 
protest against the government surrender­
ing the rights of Canadians to seal or fish 
on the high seas. (Applause.) He com­
mended the government for securing the 
services of such an able officer as Gen. 
Hutton. If the minister of militia asked 
parliament for a sum of money sufficient 
to put the militia force on a proper foot­
ing, he was satisfied the country would 
approve. (Cheers.) Certainly the minister 
could count upon his support. Continuing, 
he denounced Mr. Tarte for flying the 
French flag on a government yacht for 
the purpose of gaining a little cheap popu­
larity. The French flag, of course, was 
all right in its proper place, but it had 
no place on a boat belonging to the Can­
adian government -carrying a minister of 
the Crown on official business, 
hear.)

The defence which Mr. Sifton had made 
of the Yukon administration seemed to 
have been directed to his own party rather 
than to the country, and some of the Lib­
erals were evidently getting nervous, before 
Mr. Sifton got through. From stajt to 
finish Mr. Sifton never denied that xti 
had been crookedness on the Yukon. All 
kinds of excuses were offered, but the 
main fact was never denied. (Conserva­
tive applause.) 
whether Mr. Sifton had sffen the son of 
Mr. Ogilvie, who was now in Ottawa?

Mr. Sifton—I saw him for a few minutes, 
but got no information from him. I under­
stand he left Dawson City before- the in­
vestigation opened.

Col. Prior, continuing, said it was evi­
dent the government was beginning to get 
pretty well frightened, and there was 
son for their fright, 
rush being so large that it could not be 
handled was nonsense, 
most as great a rush to Cariboo in 
the 60’s, and there 
connected with it. (Hear, tear.) There 
was no secrecy of records at Dawson to 
the man who went to the side door and 
paid a fee, but the honest man had no 
chance. It was true that things had chang­
ed since Mr. Ogilvie went there, but that 
did not excuse the government, 
as he knew, there was no complaint against 
the integrity of Mr. Fawcett personally, 
but there were hundreds of complaints 
against the officials in his office, and it 
was plain that things' were going on to 
which Mr. Fawcett should have put o stop. 
(Hear, hear.)

He had in his possession a statement 
from a man who was prepared to come 
forward and give evidence before an in­
dependent tribunal. This statement Col. 
Prior then proceeded to read. It set forth 
that the writer on August 28, 1898, called 
upon A J. Helium, stenographer in the of­
fice of Wade, Clarke & Wilson, of Dawson 
City, for the purpose of obtaining a claim, 
he having been informed that lists of vacant 
claims were kept in that office. The 
writer said to Helium that he wanted a 
claim on Dominion creek. This Kethim 
could not furnish, but offered him No. 1 
below on Gold Bottom. The writer and 
his partner gave Helium a half interest, 
and then Helium instructed them how and 
when to alter the stakes so as to swindle 
the rightful owner out of his claim.

Sir Louis Davies—Was this 
completed ;

Col. Prior said that It was not, but that
KeMum”" The was that
Kellum was In Wade's office, and was
(Heafehran 1 ’"'T86. dishonest transactions. 
(Hear hear.) Another specific charge 
was that a claim on Bonanza creek 
staked In the name of E. B. Boulton, and 
Boulton was not out of his office on the 
day It was staked. A man staking a claim 
was required to do the work himself, and 
then make oath that he had done so. 
This transaction threw a good deal of light 
ZJ, /;haract<’r of Boulton, a public of- 
floHil. (Conservative applause.)

It was also true that the postal 
was very poor.

o
AROUND THE COURTS.

A Number of Friendly Suits Heard 
Yesterday—Cannessa y, Nichol.

Reference cases, or what laymen gen­
erally term friendly suits, had quite an 
innings in the Supreme court yesterday, 
there being no less than three of them. 
The first was that of McKilligan & 
Elliott, as executors of the estate of 
the late Chief Justice Davie, vs. Bos- 
cowitz, in which they sought an order 
for the payment to them of $5,000 law 
costs in the famous Boscowitz-AVamn 
case, which was settled out of court a 
few days ago, after having been in litiga­
tion for ten years. The order was made 
by consent, Mr. Boscowitz simply want­
ing an order of the court as to whom he 
should pay the money. Mr. Davie pre­
vious to his appointment as Chief Jus­
tice was counsel for Mr. Boscowitz.

AVilliams vs. Boggs et al. was simply 
an application for an order in referenc e 
to the deeds of some lots, which had 
been mislaid.

Collister vs. Hibben & Co. was a 
reference to decide how a certain article 
of a partnership agreement should he 
interpreted, the plaintiff being the execu­
trix of the estate of the late C. Kamerei. 
who was a partner in the business. 
Ever since Mr. Kamera’s death there ha- 
been correspondence as to the dissolu­
tion of the partnership, but on one elau-i 
of the agreement the parties could nut 
agree.

An applieatoin was made to Mr. Jus­
tice Martin to discharge from custody 
the plaintiff in Cannessa vs. Nichol, who 
was committed for refusing to nigii 
tain documents when ordered t<i 
by the court. The application / 
fused. Cannessa has declared flnt he 
will not sign the documents, anjl if lie 
sticks to this declaration he wiÂl piti ­
ably have to remain in custody Amt il 

J certain time has elapsed, when the c"n;t 
will sign for him.

It is expected that Mr. Justice if Irak- 
Will leave for Nanaimo on Tuesday 
take the sffring assizes in that eify.

—-------------------o----------------------- )

THE POSTAL SAYEATSHOFo

Then there is the report of the London 
Times correspondent, which we under­
stand she refused to amend.

The Hon. Mr. Sifton may dismiss the 
Times with less courtesy and considera­
tion than he would have shown to the 
Victoria Times, but the calm, well- 
considered words of the greatest paper 
the world has ever known, are read and 
believed by men who never heard of Mr. 
Sifton, and upon what the Times says 
hangs the reputation of any country, in 
the eyes of that very important and 
practical class, the monied men of the 
world.

The Times correspondent wrote that 
there was a widely prevalent conviction 
in Dawson that “ not only the laws are 
had, but that the officials through which 
they are administered are corrupt.” Of 
her own knowledge she writes that “the 
unsanitary condition of Dawson, situat­
ed as the town is upon a swamp and 
devoid of the most elementary provi­
sions for cleanliness and health, is At 
standing menace to the community. 
Typhoid is permanent in the town; the 
death rate is abnormally high, and there 
are as yet no signs of any measure to 
be taken to avert the danger of 
ous outbreak of epidemic,” and then she 
goes on to corroborate the statements in 
the miners’ protest referred to above, in 
regard to blackmailing, secrecy of record, 
etc.

is
man

Does this look like a square deal? I 
leave the answer to the public; to our 
own mer*. ih Kootenay and elsewhere 
who may not know much of law or poli­
tics but who have plenty of common 
horse senses and out of this first ques­
tion arises another and an equally ugly 
one. I will put it plainly. If the Hon. 
Mr. Sifton appointed his connection and 
subordinate to investigate the charge 
against himself and his friend AVade, 
is not that in itself the strongest pre­
sumptive evidence of the Hon. Mr. Sif- 
ton’s own dishonesty?

That is straight from the shoulder, 
hut I believe the public will say that 
it is an honest and fair blow. Let 
repeat it that there may be no mistake.

If a man having poewr to appoint his 
own judge, (a man charged with a grave 
offence) appoints as his judge his 
relation and subordinate, the presump­
tion is that he does not want an un­
biased verdict. The man who seeks a 
biased verdict is not honest. Did Mr. 
Sifton do this? If he did is he honest? 
If he has been guilty of dishonesty to 
the detriment of the miner, ought anv 
honest government, ought any honest 
man. most of all, ought any honest rep­
resentative of the miners (of Kootenay 
for instance), to support him?

So much for that part of my subject, 
lo proceed to the particular charges 
that Sir Charles Hibbert made, they 
were, as nearly as I can remember, that 
m the Yukon there had been under the 
present administration (1) bad regula­
tions, imposts, taxes and rovalties 
^ich would make Oom Paul blush; 
(-). that the Hon. Mr. Sifton sent under­
paid, inefficient and corrupt officials into 
the country; (3) that there was favorit­
ism in the issue of liquor permits, favor­
itism in the grant of lands, favoritism in 
the letting of contracts, favoritism to­
wards United States transportation 
companies, favoritism towards United 
States routes; (4) that there was gross 
mismanagement of transportation; (5) 
that the official records were kept secret 
and that gross malpractices arose there­
from; (6) that there was a neglect of 
necessary local improvements and of 
all sanitary precautions; and (7) that 
after these charges had been made in­
vestigation of them had been un’dulv 
delayed.

With some of these charges I need 
not trouble my readers. To us on the 
Coast they are known to be true as cer­
tainly as are any of the ordinary facts 
of onr lives, but I do not dismiss! them 
for that reason. I let them alone be­
cause the Hon. Mr. Sifton very wisely 
left them alone. The charges of taxes, 
imposts and royalties he left for another 
occasion. About the letting of contracts, 
as far as my memory serves he said 
nothing at ail. The charges of favorit­
ism towards United States companies 
and United States routes are still un­
answered. I am not going to insult the 
West by producing facts of which they 
have as much knowledge as I have to 
support the charge against government 
transportation. * The correspondent of 
the London Times as well as every other 
man who comes out from Dawson, 
firms the story of Dawson’s want of 
sanitation and of local improvements. 

.It is not unlike the government in the 
East to drain the West of its revenue 
and to give back less than cents for dol­
lars, and the West will remember. 
There were those who in old days were 
bidden to make bricks without straw 
Our miners are told to make millions 
for their masters, without roads or any 
of the sanitary precautions which have 
been found necessary to keep the laborer 
alive. Our fellows don’t mind tackling 
an Arctic whiter, snow slides, frost 
uites. darkness and possible starvation, 
for about one-half of what they can find 
tor themselves (the other half going to

■o-
ANNUAL INSPECTION.

Orders Issued in Respect to the Inspec­
tion of the First Battalion .

A battalion order has been issued by 
Lieut.-Col. Gregory in connection with 
the inspection of the First battalion on 
Saturday, April 29. It is as follows;

“The following district order is pub­
lished for general information :

“District Headquarters,
A’ictoria, B-C., 
“April 12, 1899.

“The annual inspection of the First 
battalion, Fifth regiment, Canadian ar­
tillery, by the district officer command- 
mg, in battalion and company drills, will 
take place at Beacon hill on Saturday, 
29th April, at 3 p.m. Dress: drill order 
with helmets. Inspection at gun drill 
will take place the week following, dur­
ing the evenings at drill hall—parades at 
8. Dress : drill order.

(Hear,

me

tll«ere own

a seri-
He would like to ask

“J. PETERS, Lt.-Col.
“D.O.C. 11.

“(a.) Referring to the above district 
order, the battalion will parade at the 
Drill hall on Saturday, the 29th inst., at 
2 p.m. for the annual inspection by the 
district officer commanding. Staff and 
band will attend. Dress: drill order 
with helmets.

“(b.) The companies of this battalion 
will parade at follows for inspection in 
gun drill by the D. O. C.:

“No. 3 Company, on Monday, May 1. 
at 8 p.m.

“No. 1 Company, on Tuesday, May 2, 
at 8 p.m.

“No. 2 Company, on AVednesday, May 
3, at 8 p.m.

“Dress: drill order.”
Another battalion order is as follows-
‘The members of the battalion who 

received instructions on the 6-in gun 
range finder, etc., at Fort Macaulay, on 
Saturday last, will parade again at the 
fort on Saturday, the 15th instant, at 
the same hour as before. Major AVilli- 
ams will be in command and report to 
the officer commanding R. M. A. Dress: 
plain fatigue.
, “The battalion will parade at the Drill 
nan on Wednesday evening, the 19th in- 
stanti at 8 o’clock, for battalion dr'll. 
As the inspection is so near, the officer 
commanding expects every member to be 
present. Staff and band excused. Dress- 
drill order.

Is this nothing?
Then there are the signed statements 

of Capt. Cadell, of Mr. Woodford, M. I. 
C- E., an avowed opponent of the late 
government; the uncontradicted state­
ments published in the Nugget, 
son paper, whose editor and manager is 
now here challenging investigation and 
prepared to submit sworn statements to 
a properly qualified tribunal, and several 
others, besides a mass of other state­
ments made in writing, by men of posi­
tion, representatives of important Eng­
lish financial corporations 
who have refrained from
statements, because having __________
for people in England ” obtained inter­
ests in mineral claims, etc., they fear 
that “if the government of this country, 
of which we know nothing, would re­
tain in office the unscrupulous scoundrels 
with whom they have had to deal; if 
they would support the men who have 
robbed us and tyrannized over us, who 
have acted in every respect dishonorably 
fi?** corruptly, how can we know but 
that the government, with its despotic 
power over the regulations under which 
we hold onr title, would by order-in- 
council embar 
of all we hold?

It is wonderful, knowing what we 
know of the system of political terror­
ism in vogue now under Grit rule in 
uanada, that so many men have been 
found to risk their interests, to expose 
a crime against the public, and it must 
be remembered that Sir Charles pledged 
Ins own honor (no trifle when you con­
sider his present position and certain 
future), that these statements which he 
read were the statements of men who 
after careful investigation, he had reason 
to believe, and did believe, were tnith- 
ful, reliable men, and some of them i,.en 
of high standing. Of the specific 
charges against Mr. AYade, Major AA’alsh 
and others 1 shall have something more 
to say when Mr. Sifton is trying to 
shirk responsibility, or when Mr. Borden

t?.!.na,Us’ one by one, into Mr.
8 political coffin; but for the 

present I content myself with asking 
whether upon the statements referred 
all containing corroboration of the 
charges of incapacity and corruption of 
officials in the Yukon, Sir Charles Tn” 
per has not made ont an unanswerable argument for the appointment T each 
a commission as he demands, and proved 
conclusively that the commission now

:,Ei r„ï;r w“ c“«a“

will appreciate and support the man who 
with a courage and strength like their 
own, has taken off the gloves to a ring

rea-
Tbe talk about theI a Daw-

There was al-

were no scandals

money, 
rob- 

they had 
a complaint. (Hear, hear.) 

. , any unfairness done to
officials in the Yukon, the blame rests 
entirely on < he shoulders of the minister
nî ta! !, ,rior',for 11 was bis duty to move 
at the first whisper of wrongdoing 

I agree with the hon. 
posite who think that it Is . 
tint the Innocent should be 
sir, it Is just as deplorable that 
should be shielded.
think that any gentlemen „,uv
the house Is open to the charge of wilfully 
accusing the innocent, but I 
there are gentlemen 
the house who 
I am much mistaken 
the country for the truth

Y.ukoa can be suppress! 
. minister of the
An investigation conducted by

r°a^h^
would like to ; 
there Is a public opinion

and others, 
signing their 
■ “ as trustees

I

So far

#■

gentlemen op- 
a fearful thing 

accused, but, 
the guilty 

(Cheers.) I do not 
on this side of

Grand Forks Loses Patience and M 
Havoc of Mr. Mulock’s Economie k

From the Grand Forks Miner.
At last one of the postal knots 

abouts has been untangled—and it /w.is 
quickly done. It has been notorious 
some time that the pay allowed fo.r TIie 
Grand Forks office was far too inii'l'" 
quate for the rapidly increasing w ><rk. 
A short time ago Mr. Manly, the p 
master there, resigned and C. W. Wh 
'pL i*m*00Ps’ was appointed in his pla: 
-Ihe latter gentleman declined to acct ?}*} 
the responsible position for the insign, 
cant salary offered. Thus matters we *v 
when Inspector Dorman arrived at tl ' 
Forks last Monday morning.

Deputy R. F. Petrie decided that wit !1 
the inspector had come the time for a' 
tion, and when the inspector got ther ‘ 
be found a big pile of mail sacks on th 
sidewalk. Mr. Petrie refused to toucl ! 
them until personally assured of ade r 
quate compensation, and in the mean­
time the Grand Forks business men were 
anxiously awainting their mail. Mr. 

^Dorman argued but Mr. Petrie was firm. 
He had been underpaid long enough, 
and finally terms were agreed upon.

The matter was wired to Ottawa and 
Deputy Geo. H. Hull, of Rossland. was 
ordered to take charge of the Grand 
Forks post office. This was counter­
manded later, however. A petition ha> 
been gotten up and generally signed, ask 
ing that Mr. Petrie be appointed post 
master.

In the meantime Cascade’s sacks are
Monda>

> am sure that 
on the other side of 

are excusing the guilty, 
if the demand of 

of all these
rass us and rob us finally

friend,
cd by the tactics of the 
interior, 
the friends of Mr. Sifton

are not as scarce as I 
see them—(laughter)—but

vTV,ïhaVVr,ry by M^bWmiammÔgn3
vie with limited powers. Such an lnvesti- 
?a!'°“ m iy b® Tery good as far as it goes 
hut there Is great need for an Inquiry snf- 

L!° sbow the rvhole truth about the 
proceedings in the Yukon. This inquiry 
when it comes, should not stop short of 
showing how so many members of the 
Black Horse Cavalry from Manitoba 
so very rich in a very short U'me 
small salaries. (Opposition cheers.)

I have no more to say, Mr. Speaker 
further than to express the hope that 
Investigation will be proceeded with, 
that the Yukon business will 
lowed to rest until the whole 
fully brought out. (Loud cheers.)
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service
.. _ . . were brought
through by private Individuals at a dollar 
a letter, bnt the bulk of the mails were 
delayed for months. If Individuals could 
get through it should have been possible 
for the malls to be delivered with soue 
jjegree of regularity, iir-a,-. hern->

A» tmtimm at corruption In connection

Letters

delivered to any old place, 
night’s sack turned up Thursday night, 
but where it had been in the meantime 
no one but the stage driver could tel 
The entire system is steadily and r^Pia..\, 
getting worse and worse. Where it wiy 
end is a question. It needs more nxii j ■ 
like that given it Monday by Mr. r <1*
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