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i 96,000,000 Gountry Place e

George W. Vanderbilt's Thirty Thousand

<t

Acres Estate—It Is Approaching Comple-
tion After Six Years of Work—The House,
the Gardens, and the Drives—The Biltmore

Forest—Mr. Vanderbilt’s Nearest Neighbor.
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High up among the pine and oak-clad
mountain ranges of the Blue Ridge in
western North Carolinag is the greatest
country seat in all America. It is
named “Biltmore,” and the vast domain

£ 30,000 acres comprises the “Biltmore
cstate.”” The owner of this immense
.3tate is George W. Vanderbilt, who
I'as made the place his pride, his hobby
cnd his ambition.

It is four or five years since Mr. Van-
derbilt’s agent began buying tract after
tract of wastes and forests in this
“Land of the Sky,” as the region
cround Ashville has long been known.
Cruietly but quickly this and that farm
was bought, ad before the natives knew
name of the real purchaser, be-
tween 6,000 and 7,000 aeres had been
facquired at reasonable figures. When
Mr. Vanderbilt’s name became associ-
ated with the purchases, the prices ad-
vanced at least 100 per cent. Mountain
land that previously went begging for a
few dollars per acre jumped up to $250,
and some of it could not be bought for
3500 an acre.

The mountain site and thousands of
acres having been acquired, the most
ciaborate plans and preparations were
made for the transformation of the
rough and ragged hills into a scene of
sreat grandeur and beauty, and for the
suildingof one of the most splendid and

umpntuous piles of architecture to be

und anywhere in the United States.
"The work of improving and beautifying
the estate was put inta the hands of the
most competent and experienced men.
The architect, the landscape gardener,
1nd the forester particularly received
“free swing’’ to carry out their ideas
and plans on a larger scale than ever
before attmpted in this country.

Some idea of the extent of these op-
erations may be had from the fact that
during the past three years 200 men
have been steadily engaged in bring-
ing the grounds to the perfection ex-
acted by the landscape gardener, Fred
LLaw Olmstead, who laid out most of
Central Park and the grounds of the

Vorld’'s Fair at Chicago, and that from
160 to 150 stone cutters, mas«ms.;}r:d
carpenters have been at work raising
the stately structure according to the
plans of the architect, Richard M.
I{unt. Then there have been the for-
estry operations under the dire(-.tinrt of
George Pinchot, the brick and‘tlle fac-
tory, and other industries, which have
given employment to more than 100
nien.
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ALREADY COST $4,000,000.

It is easy to see how the expenditures
have run into the millions. No accur-
ate figures can be obtained, but it is
estimated that Biltmore estate has qJ-
ready cost its owner $4,000,000. It will
take, perhaps, $2,000,000 more to carry
out the plans of the landscape gardener
of the architect and the owner.

The imposing mansion is rapidly ap-
proaching completion, although it will
not be ready for occupancy before next
vear. Mr. Vanderbilt expects to spend
ithe next Christmas holidays here, how-
ever, a score of carvers and stone cut-
ters are still at work on the outside
of the building, while the cabinet mak-
ers and interior decorators are beau-
tifying the rooms inside. But with the
house finished there will still remain
much to do to render the place finished
and complete. '

THE PLACE GUARDED.

To visit Biltmore estate and inspect
the residence it is necessary to procure
a permit, for the place is guarded on
every side.

The Vanderbilt mansion is about two
miles from the station. My visit to the
estate was just after a heavy rainfall,

and the red clay roads elsewhere were |
But the roads |

in a frightful condition.
on the estate were as smooth and hard
as the drives in Central Park.

The house stands, as I have said, on
a mountain peak, which has been cut
down and leveled until it is not much
higher than the surrounding ground.
This gives a park of about 1,000 acres,
in which a bowling green and tennis
court are most conspicuoues features.
The green is about 1,000 feet long and
250 feet wide. It is surrounded by a
beautifully carved balustrade. Every-
one who visits Biltmore is sure to speak
of the tennis court. It is said to have
$30,000. The greater part of the
expense consisted in building a huge
retaining wall to sustain the court.
This wall is eighteen feet thick and
forty feet high.

The house is constructed mainly of
Indiana granite, but, of course, im-
mense quantities of brick were used,
and near Biltmore station brick works
were established. There was plenty of
®ood red clay at hand, suitable for first-
class brick and tile. These will be used
mostly for the surrounding buildings,
stables, etc. Three brick and tile kilns
were erected, each with a capacity of
£0,000 a lay. The brick machines turn-
ed out bricks at the rate of 60,000 a day.
Besides these about 2,000 or 3,000 flowers
pots were made a day. As the manu-
factory made more than was used, the
surplus was sold to outside parties.

To carry the material for the differ-
ent buildings a railroad from Biltmore
station to the site of the mansion, a dis-
tance of three miles, was built. This
cost about $50,000. The workmen went
back and forth every day on the cars.
When the bulldings are completed, the
railroad will be torn up, the track and
bridges removed, and the grounds put
in proper order.

The foundations

cost

of Biltmore were
laid broad and deep. This was particu-
larly necessary, since the site was g
sloping mountain side. The walls will
last as long as the mountain {itself.
They are the same as the tennis wail.
about eighteen feet thick and forty feet
high. And how much do you think the
foundations cost? You might guess
three times and then not come within
$100,000 of the real figures. The contract
price for the foundation was let for
$400,000. No such sum of money was
ever before expended for the founda-
tions of a private house.

If you go down into the cellar you will
see how much foundations there is be-
low. The place is a network of under-
ground passage ways. The reason for
80 many subterranean alleyvways can-
not be stated, because those engaged on
the building refuse to furnish any in-
formation.

The principal apartments are in front,
at each end of which rise the towers,

ye stories high. There are perhaps

ooms in the house. If you start at

nd of the building and try to reach

her end you will get lost. At any

that was my experience.

E CHIEF APARTMENTS.

not easy to describe the principal

in detail, as they are in an un-

i state. The great hall or bzall-

b one of the finest in the United

It must be 60 feet high and

n length. There are three im-

pen fireplaces at each end. The

S now being decorated, while

d the sides are the most elab-

ings and the finest marbles
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and onyx. An organ costing $30,000 will
be placed in a suitable place made for
it.

Many of the smaller rooms in the
great house are practically finished.
They give some idea of the magnificence
and luxury which the completed house
will present. Even without the hang-
ings and furishings the rooms are su-
perb. Think what they will be when
adorned with beautiful paintings, fine
statuary, and rare armor and bric-a-
brac,.

VAST GARDENS AND NURSERIES.

All about the house in the grounds
there ig ample proof of costly and taste-
ful work. The flower gardens are es-
pecially fine. Many of these are sunk
below the general level, and when the
sun is out bright and strong, the blaze
of color is like reflections from many-
hued mirrors. The total area covered
by the gardens, greenhouses and nur-
series cannot be far from 75 acres. They
are not at all finished, and the owmner
intends to keep enlarging them as his
collection of plants and trees and shrubs
grows larger and larger. Already the
conservatories are filled with rare and
beautiful plants, including especially
rare orchids and roses.

The nursery is said to contain more
kinds of trees and shrubs than there are
in the botanical gardens at Kew, near
I.ondon. North Carolina is rich in the
number of native trees, and the climate
is as well suited to the growth of a large
variety of trees and shrubs as of that
in any state in the union.

In order to have fine gardens and
grounds it was necessary to have the
strongest and best oil. Immense quan-
tities of rich soil were brought from the
valleys and river bottoms miles away.
Carload after carload was dumped into
the grounds and made into garden
spots. One man employed on the es-
tate told me that the amount of dirt
brought over the railroad would make
another mountain.

The stables are now about finished,
and are as fine as any in the country.
Mr. Vanderbilt is fond of blooded stock,
and no doubt the stalls and barns will
delight the lover of long pedigrees and
blue blood. Then there are the deer park
of 3,000 acres and the wgllstocked
trout streams. The forests will afford
shelter for game, and the partridge
shooting, now good, will be better as the
years go by.

All the drives about Biltmore Park
are varied and picturesque. The “Ar-
boretum drive,”” when completed, will
be as fine as any in Central Park. This
road, five miles in length, runs through
the most cultivated and charming por-
tions of the estate. On either side for
100 feet it will be lined by shrubs and
plants.

No account of the Biltmore estate
would be complete without some refer-
ence to the forestry operations. The
Isltmore forest is the first pilece of
woodland in the United States to be
subjected to a scientific scheme of man-
agement. The effect of this treatment
is very marked. No one can travel
through the estate without noticing the
fine condition of the trees.

In a recent conversation Gifford Pin-
chot, the consulting forester, said:
“From a pecuniary point of view, the
improvements have paid for them-
selves. The entire expense of clearing,
thinning and improving the RBiltmore
forest has been more than met by the
money received from the sale of the
wood for fuel, for lumber, etc.

improvements remain to be carried out |
These |

before it is on a working basis.
will take years—not less than ten at the
lowest estimate. Thus. there are more
than 1,500 acres lying waste. This land,
situated mostly on the top of hills, must
be planted with the right kind of trees
and made presentable.”

Under Mr. Pinchot's

direction the

Biltmore forest has been divided into |

“compartments’” of about 42 acres
each. There are 92 compartments, and
these are united into ‘“blocks.” There
are four blocks, and each block is treat-
ed by itself, as if it were a separate for-
ess,

Hundreds of views have been taken
for the owner and for the eye of the
architect and the landscape gar-
dener. From these pictures they can
tell or see what is going on day by day,
week by week, without taking the time
and trouble of visiting the place.
THE HOUSE THAT VANDERBILT

CANNOT BUY.

A little old house that is of almost
as much interest to visitors as the big
mansion itself is “the house that Van-
derbilt can’t buy.” Yes, that's a fact,
Right in the midst of the 20,000 acre
estate is a rude cabin and nine acres
of land.
mile from the mansion, and on one of
the main roads.

The owner of this property has ob-
stinately refused to sell to Vanderbilt.
What makes the matter worse, he is
colored. It is said that the old darkey
has been offered as high as $1,000 per
acre for the nine acres. There is no
way of shutting him in. as he has the
right of way over. the road.

On my way back I stopped to see
this independent colored man. As I
drew up to the small white house at
the end of the road, and called out, a
black woman appeared at the door,
while two active pickaninnies bobbed
up from behind. *“Does ‘Josh’ Moore
live here?’ I inquired.

“Yes, sah,” she replied, and in re-
Sponse to another question. she went
to the rear of the house, and in a short
time Josh appeared. We soon fell into
conversation, and I found him friendly
and ready to talk.

When I said to him, “Of course Mr.
Vanderbilt objects to you as g neigh-
bor.” he replieqd, “Well, T doan’t
to Mistah Vanderbilt as a neighbor.”

“Why don’t you sell?” 1 inquired.

“I reckon I'se will, sah, wen I git mah
price, sah!” At just what price he
would sell Josh shrewdly refused to say.

L.J. VANCE.

Piles! Piles! Itching Piles;

SYMPTONS—Moisture; intense itch-
ing and stinging; mostly at night; worse
by scratching. If allowed to continue
tumors form, which often bleed and ul-
cerate, becoming very sore. Swayne’s
Ointment stops the itching and bleed-
ing, heals ulceration, and in most cases
removes the tumors. At druggists, or
by mail, for 50 cents. Dr. Swayne &
Son, Philadeiphia, Lyman, Sons & Co.,
Montreal. wholesale agents.

Monazite, a rare minaral, which
neither melts or burns, is found in the
rich metallic heart of the Appalachian
Mountains that lie in North Carolina,

RHEUMATISM CURED IN A DAY
South American Rheumatic Cure for
Rheumatisma and Neuralgia, radically
cured in one to three days. Its action
upon the system is remarkable ang
mysterious. It removed at once the
cause, and the disease immediately dis-
appears. The first dose greatly bene-
fits. 75 cents. Sold by W. T, Strong
and B. A. Mitchell, druggists.

House Building Past and Present

(See this column next week for “The
Monotony of Duplication—Italian Illus-
trated.”)

(Copyright, 1895.)

Whenever a house that has stood for
many years is finally demolished there
are many cries that our forefathers
built better than we. It is undoubtedly
a fact that there was greater honesty
of construction in the old days than at
present, and that the materials usgd
were generally better. The mortar in
the old buildings is so hard that it
seems almost a part of the stone or
brick; it was not made with a plenti-
tude of sand and a modicum of cement,
and so it has never crumbled under
wet weather, as does the modern mix-
ture. The old bricks were better burn-
ed, and seemed more flinty than por-
ous; the beams were hewn out of the
heart of the tree, and were not slen-
der joists sawed like planks—the hewn
beams having twice the length of life
that sawed timber has, the axe leaving
a glaze on the surface of the wood, clos-
ing the pores. Iron played little part
in the older buildings, structural iron
work being a late application, but wher-
ever metal was used at all it was of the
best. Plumbing and gas fixtures were
honestly cast and finished, and fitted
by hand, and not stamped out by ma-
chinery. There were wide halls, easy
stairs, generous fireplaces, and solid,
substantial woodwork.

These were undoubted advantages in
the old style, and many of them might
well have been retained; still, there
is no justice in continually decrying
modern building. It is true that the
man of the present now builds his house
for himself, taking little thought as to
whether it will serve his children and
his children’s children. The conditions
of modern life prevent the exercise of
great foresight for one’s descendants
in this regard. The diverse interests
of business make society largely mi-
gratory, and owing to the rapid growth
of our cities there is a constant shift-
ing of population. So it would be worse
than useless to build a house in any
city with the expectation that it would
be occupied by three or four generations
of the builder; and it is the general and
wide recognition of this fact that pre-
vents the erection of such solid and
enduring structures as our forefathers
put up. We can afford to sacrifice
something to sightliness in detalil, in
cost and construction.

The essential matter of all receives far
more attention now than ever before—
that is, sanitary condition. Solidity of
masonry and joinery cannot take the
place of sealed drains, perfect ventila-
tion, good lighting and heating. In the
old days every bullder was left to his
own devices, with conscience as his sola
mentor—now the most rigid laws pre-
scribe the things that are essential
for health and safety, and leave the

Many |

It is, perhaps, less than one | o

’ject |

builder perfect freedom only to gratify
{ his aesthetic tastes.
Holding our tenure as we do, with
! no privilege of entail to posterity, the
? American’s attachmtnt to locality is not
i & conspicuous trait, for there is not a
i people on the face of the earth boast-
ing a high civillzation and intelligence
{ who are such a roving race.

The writer does not make the state-
‘ment in a fault-finding way, but to
| show that in the erection of buildings
| utility is our chief Object, and to this
| tendency we can trace the popularity
of the modern low cost houses, an:i
would refer to the design illustrating
this article as a type. A somewhat de-
talled description is appended.

Dinihg'R.
12.6.X15:4”

‘Width throughout dining-room ang
library, 26 feet 6 inches; depth, inclyg-
ing veranda, 45 feet 10 inches.

Height of stories: Cellar, 7 feat: first
story, 9 feet 6 inches; second story, 9
feet.

Exterior materials: Foundations,
stone to grade and brick above grade:

roof, shingles; gables, panels and shin-
gles; floors of balconies covered with
heavy canvas.

Interior finish: Three coats
hard, white finish; soft wood flooring
and trim; main staircase ash: picture
mouldings in principal rooms ang hall
first story; kitchen and bathroom'
wainscoted. All interior woodwork
grain filled and finished with harg oil
varnish.

Colors: All clapboards and spindle
work of balconies, fawn; trim, inclug-
ing water table, corner boards, casings,
cornices, bands, veranda posts, rail
etc., Tuscan yellow; outside doors
blinds, sashes, stiles and rails of panels,
dark green; brickwork painted dary
red. Shingling on side walls ang gables
stained sienna; roof shingles stained
dark brown.

The principal rooms, their sizes, clos-
ets, etc., are shown by floor plans, Cel-
lar under whole house with inside ang
outside entrances and concrete floor,
Attic floored for storage DUrposes; open
fire places in parlor and dining-room
Brick-set range in kitchen: folding angd
sliding doors between dining-room and

library and parlor and dining-room.

first story clapboards; second story angd |

plaster, |

Bathroom with complete plumbing, am-
ple veranda and closet room.. Station-
ary washtubs could be introduced in
}(ltchen. or a separate laundry planned
In cellar. Double doors may be intro-
Quced connecting parlor and hall. Ser-
vant’s room may be finished in attic.
Open fireplaces could be planned in li-
brary. The veranda space may be in-
Creased or diminished without affecting
the artistic appearance of the design.
This house may be built as described
for $2,700, not including mantels, range
and heater, the estimate being based

S

Balcony

BGHTR 3
10.x.122

on New York prices for materials and
labor, though in many sections of the
country the cost should be much less.

This is a thoroughly modern house
fn all that the term stands for as to
healthfulness, perfect sanitary condi-
tion and that it is not calculated to last
for a hundred or two vears is no draw-
back to those who admire the plan, as
the economy in arrangement of rooms
and general idea brings it within a
limit of cost that is not alarming to
even the most conservative builder.

The Co-operative Building Plan As-
soclation, architects, 108 Fulton street,
New York City.

~ Bartholdi

the great Sculptor of the Statue
of Liberty,

writes of

THE IDEAL TONIC:
«Vin Mariani increases

and strengthens all our
faculties.”

Mailed Free.

Descriptive Book with Testimeny and

Portraits
OF NOTED CELEBRITIES.

Beneficial and Agreeabdle.
Every Test Proves Reputation.
Avoid Substitations. Ask for¢Vin Mariari.’
At Druggists and Fancy Grocers.

Sole Agents for Canada

'LAWRENCE A. WILSCN & CO.,
MONTREAL. =

PAmis : 41 Bo. HAUSEMANN,
NEw YORK ; 62 W, 13TH STREET,

Lonoon : 239 Oxrorp ST,
MONTREAL : 28 HOSPITAL 8T,

For sale by J. W. Scandrett,
| London.

Mothers 1

Do your children cough #
Have they weak Iungs ?
Are they subject to colds ?

If so, give them

Dr. Slocum’s Emulsion

Physicians say its the Best, and that no
home should be without

DR. SLOCUM’S EMULSION

GIVE IT A TRIAL

For sale by all Druggists at

35¢C. and $1.00 Per Botile.
The T. A. Slocum Chemical Co. Ltd,

PROPRIETORS AND M ANUFACTURERS,
TORONTO, ONTARIO.

Gorsel WsIs and Shouider Braces.

ADIES, PRESERVE YOUR HEALTH

v ordormg' American Health Waists

Misses” Health Waists and Shoulder Braces,

Once worn, always worn. Great reductions in
sample Corsets during the fall season.

MISS H. M, WAY,
253 Dundas Street, London, Ont. t

Dodee Wood Split Paleys

carried in stock for
. quick shipments.
Engines and Boilers,
5 Heators, Steam Pumps
} A SPECIALTY.

E. Leonard & Fons,

LonNDoN, ONT.

Irwin & Geldart,

Brass Manufacturasrs.

ONTRACTORS for Brass Supplies for
l waterworks and engine builders. All
{ special lines of Brass Casting and Hrass Fin-
| shing dons on shortest nntice. Jg bbing and
epairing a specialty. Brass and fron polish-

i ng and nickel plating.
Phone 525
t

| 292 York Street.

WALTER BAKER & G0,

The Largest Manufacturers of
PURE, HiCH CRADE

\ COCOAS AND CHOCOLATES

> On this Continent, have received

HIGHEST AWARDS

from the great

Industrial and Food
EXPOSITIONS |

: Europg and America.

'[! Unlike the Dutch Process, no Alkse

bt lieg or other Chemicals or Dyes are

s, used in any of their preparations.

Their delicious BRERAKFAST COCOA is absclutely
pureand soluble, and coe?s iess than one cent a cup.

S8OLD BY GROCERS EVERYWHERE.

WALTER BAKER & CO. DORCHESTER, MASS.

i2 Reasons Why You Should Buy

CONNGR’S

SHEET METAL REFRIGERATOR

In Preference to Any Other:

They are cheaper than any other made,

They are artistic aud comract.

They consuma less ice and consequently cos
less to keep going.

"hey are made of sheet metal, and will not

warp if exposed to heat,

Theyarelightand can be easily;moved around,

They aro durable,

They can be easily kept clean,

And last, but most important of all reasong,
they do not absorh moisture,:andjconsequentl
Omit no odor after being in use a few months.

Sold by Cowan Bros.,, Wm. Stevely & So!
‘m. Spence, Market Square, J. C. Park, Eas
London. Deeclers living outside the city may
obtain them by corresponding with
Jas. Conner, 9o York St., London, Ont

TELEPHONE 1136, wty
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BABY C

London,
see them.
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ARRIAGES!

All our Carriages will be sold at Cost Price, ;
to make room for our

Jumbo Veranda Rockers.

We have the Largest Veranda Rockers ever shown in

PRICE $io EACH.

Come in and

-

LONDON FURNITURE MAN'FG, GO.,

184 to 188 King Street, London, Ont.
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A Remarkable Offer.
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While the architectural ar-
ticles are running in this paper,
on receipt of $3 we will send,
prepaid, the latest Designs of
“Shoppell’s [
photographic views, floor
accurate estimates to build, eto.
Fully describin
300 NEW BUILDING DESIGNS.
Returnable if not satisfactory,

Modern Houses,”
lans,

and illustrating

factory.

T —

State _

CUT OFF ORDER.

[0 The GO-OPERRTIVE BUILDING PLAN ASSH, Rrchitgis,

106-108 FULTON STREET, NEW YORK.

INCLOSED find $3, for which send me the 300 Designs»
transportation prepaid, and which I may return if not satise
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Window Glass,
Enameled Glass,
Cathedral Glass,
Rolled Plate,

Spades and Shovels.

We are
Goods.

ils,

We lead in prices,
attention guaranteed.

L

Putty,
Rope,
Harvest Tools.

just opening spring importations of Cutlery and English Shel

All Goods bought for cash at lowest value.
quality and new goods. Prompt shipment and best

————

Bowman, Kennedy & Co.,

Wholesale Hardware Merchants, LONDON, ONT.

Paints,

Cut Nails,

ire Nails,
Galvanized Wire,
O. and A. Wire,
Builders’ Hardware,

yt

NOW IN ITS ELEVENTH YEAR,

THE WEEK:

A journal for men and women—

1s published every Friday at 5 Jordan
street, Toronto, by The Week Pub
lishing Company. Subscription, $3
perannum.

THE WEEK:

It indispensible to all Canadians who
wish to keep informed on current
olitical and literary affairs. Its con-
ributors and correspondents repre-
sent all parts of the ominion.

“One of the ablest papers on the
ocontinent.”—[Illustrated America
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STANDARD g
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Hobbs Hardware Co., London.

—Canadian Agents for—

Plymouth Cordage Co.’s
Gelebrated Binder Twines

“ANERICR SHERE," “NBSOLUTELY PURE,” “€OLD NEDAL"




