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replied Guildford Berton, avoiding his 
questioning and anxious gaze.

“But—but,” said Cyril, more grave­
ly still, "if that’s so, is it wise to live 
in such-an out-of-the-way place, and 
so much alone? ' I’ve tried to call your 
servant, the woman who opened the 
door to me—but all to no' purpose; 
and I’m afraid that if I had not hap­
pened to come in it is likely you might 
have lain here until----- ”

"I died?” filled in Guildford Berton, 
with a peculiar smile. “There was no 
fear of that. It isn’t fatal.”

He dropped back as he spoke, and a 
shiver ran through him. Cyril, taking 
it as a sign of a relapse, looked round 
the room for some restorative. Behind 
the chair was a cupboard door, and, 4n 
the hope that he might 
brandy, he opened it As he did so the 
pungent odor he had detected before 
came out to meet him strongly, and 
he saw that the cupboard contained a 
number of bottles such as are used for 
chemicals. One—a small 
blue glass, with a medicine

■stood at the extreme edge
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Revision of Jury Lists
Persons claiming exemption from 

service on Juries, persons who claim 
to be qualified to serve on a panel 
different from that on which they are 
entered, ànd all persons who have 
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either of them, are hereby notified that 
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Berton which repelled Cyril. For one ( 
thing, he did not like a man whose ( 
eyes so continually sought the ground , 
instead of those of his fellowmen ; and | 
there was a certain turn of the Hpe 
and the chin which offended Cyril’s ar­
tistic sense. Had the face been posi­
tively ugly he would have forgiven it 
but it was the expression which mar­
red it and of which he complained to 
himself.

Just before nine he put on his hat, 
and started in search of the cottage. 
Following Mrs. Brown’s directions, he 
walked up the lane behind the horse 
pond, and presently came upon a door 
in^ high wall, behind which he could 
see the upper windows and chimneys 
of «n old cottage.

(As this was the only house in the 

lane, Cyril concluded that it must be 
Mr. Guildford Berton’s abode, and he 
was as unfavorably impressed by it as 
he had been by its owner. One ex­
pects a country cottage to be light and 
cheerful ; Mr. Guildford Berton’s re­
sembled a small lunatic asylum, and 
had a morose and forbidding appear­
ance, singularly out of place in the 
pretty green lane.

He tried to open the door, but it was 
locked apparently, and he touched a 
bell-handle, which hung high up in the 
wall, above tfye reach of infantile 
hands.

The bell clanged harshly, and quite 
in keeping with the gloomy appear­
ance of the wall, and, after a few min­
utes, the door was opened by an old 
woman, who eyed him with an ex­
pression that puzzled him; it was not 
exactly one of suspicion, but rather 
the concentrated look of a person who 
lacks one of the five senses, and is 
endeavoring to make up for its loss by 
more than the ordinary acuteness of 
the remaining four.

“Is Mr. Berton at home?”
Cyril.

The woman nodded, and, opening 
the door wide enough for him to enter, 
let it go, and it fell to with a sharp 
clang. Then, with ^a slight gesture, 
she beckoned Cyril to follow, and, 
leading the way up a path which was 
lined on each side by thick shrubs, 
and wound so that it hid the cottage, 
she stopped before a door and motion­
ed to him to enter, instead of preceding 
him and announcing him in the usual 
way.

Cyril found the door ajar, and, push­
ing it, entered a small hall. The place 
was remarkably quiet, and after wait­
ing for a minute to see if his host 
would come out from some rqom to 
receive him, Cyril knocked at a door 
which he thought might be that of a 
sitting-room.

No response came,- and, after an­
other spell of waiting, he walked to 
the front door, and looked about for 
the woman who had let him in; but
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More and more puzzled, Cyril push­
ed the bottles about in search of 
brandy, but could find none, and was 
still searching when he heard Guild­
ford Berton’s voice exclaim:

“What are you doing there 
away!”

Cyril closed the cupboard, and came 
to the chair.

“I was looking for some brandy,” he 
said. “I think a little would pull you 
round.”

“There is no brandy,” said Guildford 
Berton, curtly. “If you’ll be good
enough to wait a moment----- ” He
slopped, and, rising slowly, stood 
holding on by the chair for a second 
or two; then he staggered to the cup­
board, and, taking a bottle from the 
shelf, poured some of the contents in­
to the medicine measure and drank it.

Almost instantly his weakness seem­
ed to disappear, and, after locking the 
door, he turned and confronted Cyril 
with the same expression of restraint 
and reserve which had been so marked 
in the morning.

“I’m afraid I’ve alarmed you,” he 
said, with a forced smile.

“You certainly have, my good sir,” 
assented Cyril, “I hope you are bet-

shrubs, effectually t hid everything 
from view, and, not liking to 'shout 
out, "Mr. Berton, where are you!” he 
returned to the hall, and gently open­
ed the door of the room at which he 
had knocked.

It was a sitting-room, as he had 
suspected, but so dimly lighted by a 
small petroleum lamp that at first he 
could scarcely distinguish anything 
distinctly. Then suddenly, as he grew
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CHAPTER VII.
An Apology and an Invitation.

“I am going to the Court,” he said, 
slowly, “and shall see the earl. I am 
sure that he will permit me to convey 
to you his permission to go about the 
estate.” ;

“Thanks, very much,” said Cyril, 
"It’s very kind of you. But I saw the 
earl this afternoon, and he was kind 
enough to make me free of the place.”

“You saw the earl?” said Guildford 
Berton, then he stopped. "I’m very 
glad. Then—this evening?”

Cyril nodded, and took up his folded 
easel, preparatory to marching off.

"Yes, about nine o’clock, If that’s not 
too early,” and Guildford Berton rode 
off slowly in the direction of the 
Court

Some feeling that he could not ex­
plain caused Cyril to glance back after 
he had gone a few hundred yards, and 
he did so in time to sge the pink dress 
flit close up beside the black horse. 
It was there only a moment, for Cyril 
saw, or fancied he saw Guildford Ber­
ton raise his hand with a warning ges­
ture, and Becca disappeared again.
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PERCHE JOHNSON,THE COQUETTEled to see Guildford Berton’s figure 
lylpg back In an armchair. It was 
placed with its back to the window, 
and Cyril, thinking that he had fallen 
asleep, wondered whether he had not 
better return as quietly as possible, 
and retrain from waking his hosj, who 
had apparently so completely forgot­
ten his visitor. But as he turned to 
go, with a sense of relief, something In 
the attitude of the figure struck hint, 
and he noiselessly drew a little nearer.

Guildford Berton, if he were asleep, 
had fallen into slumber very" suddenly, 
and in a very uncomfortable position; 
his head lay all on one side of the 
chair, and his legs were stretched out 
with a peculiarly helpless expression 
about them.

As Cyril looked he experienced a 
sudden shock, for the thought flashed 

him that the man was dead! The
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SOMETHING GOOD THAT IMPROVES 
WITH AGE.

“Oh, yes, I am all right now,” 
the reply. “Pray sit down.”

Cyril sank into a seat slowly, 
Guildford Berton went back to
chair.

■ ••
“It is very unfortunate that I should 

have—fainted just at the moment of 
your arrival ; it was a poor kind of 
welcome ; but I’m very glad to see 
you, Mr. Burne.”

Cyril made some response.
“Don’t trouble to talk for a little 

while,” he said. “I don’t think you are 
quite right yet, and you’d better rest.”

“Oh, I am quite recovered, thanks,” 
said Guildford Berton.
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| CHAPTER VIII.
A Strange Welcome.

CYRIL worked at his sketch all the 
afternoon with a keener delight than 
he had ever before experienced ; for, 
though he had painted out Norah’s 
figure, the picture was so closely con­
nected with her that her presence ac­
tually seemed to be in the room as he 
painted ; and he paused now and again 
to lean back and recall the morning, 
which she had made so delicious a 
time for him. Then, when he had 
finished his dinner—a simple affair of 
chops and a tart, but which he enjoy­
ed with the zest which youth and a 
good appetite alone can give—he lit

a pall, and, 
noticed a faint and peculiar odor in 
the room, that reminded him of the 
smell hanging about a chemist’s shop.

He went up to the motionless figure 
and bent over it

That speaks for itself.

ELLIS & CO., Ltd P.E OUTERBRIDGE,
The eyes were half 

open, the lips tightly compressed, but, 
whatever else was the matter, Cyril 
saw by the slow and labored breath­
ing that Guildford Berton was not 
dead.

Considerably alarmed, he looked 
round for a bell, but, not seeing any 
sign of one, he went to the door and 
called to the woman, "HI!”

No response came* the stillness was 
unbroken, and, hurriedly returning to 
the unconscious man, he shook him 
gently by the shoulder, and called him 
by his name. This failing of effect, 
lie searched the room for some water, 
and, seizing a carafe from a side ta­
ble, poured out some of its contents 
Into t£e palms of his hands and bathed 
Guildford Berton’s forehead.

After a few minutes, which seemed 
years-to Cyril, Berton opened his eyes 
and heaved a long sigh; then a gleam 
of returning intelligence came into his 
face, and, making an effort to sit up, 
he said, staring at the visitor:

“The bottle-----  Put it away!”
Cyril looked round, but saw no bot­

tle on the table, or anywhere else.
"What bottle?” he asked, anxiously. 

"I don’t see any. What has, happen­
ed? Are you ill?" ,

Guildford Berton stared vaguely for 
a little while, then managed to raise 
his head.

-*‘I—I beg your pardon,” he said, 
with an effort. I’m very sorry. The
fact is----- ” His eyes wandered from
Cyril’s face to the table, as if seeking 
something, and a look of relief seemed 
to come into his face In its absence. 
“The fact is I—well, I suppose I have 
had a fit’’

"A fit!” said Cyril, gravely. “Are 
you subject to them, then?”

“Well, I’ve had one or two before,’’
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‘These attacks 
don’t last long, and leave me as sud­
denly as they come.”

“You appear to have got quite a 
collection of chemicals in your cup­
board,” remarked Cyril, not curiously, 
but for the sake of saying something. 
“I suppose you keep them as restora­
tives?”

Guildford Berton paused for a mo­
ment, then he smiled.

“Some of them, yes,” he said. “I 
always had a taste for doctoring, and 
I keep a few simple remedies by me. 
We have no doctor nearer than Parlc- 
ham, and I find the kind of things I 
keep useful among the poor people 
here. Toothaches and that sort of 
thing are their most serious ailments, 
and they have got into the habit ci 
coming to me.”

(To be Continued.)
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Cloths and. D’Oyleys. Deep Laces for 
Cloths and Valances, etc., etc.

The Modern Crochet Book—Combin­
ing Crochet with Embroidery and 
Fancy Leaves, together with designs 
for use on household linen and on un­
derwear, etc.; 127 designs.

Artistic Crochet—New ideas for 
Beadings, Insertions; suitable for un­
derwear. Practical suggestions for 
Tea Cloths and Bed Spreads, etc.

The Modern Knitting Book—How to 
knit articles for men’s, women’s and 
children’s wear; also directions for 
working in wool. A book of new, ar­
tistic and useful pattyns.

The Little Girls’ Sewing Book — 
Containing useful things a little girl 
can make. The illustrations are 
clear and enable the reader to follow 
the directions easily.

Outport customers please add 4c. 
for postage.

Garrett Byrne,
Bookseller & Stationer.
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