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BE A“Would doubt her Innocence, 

would ceaee to regard her with the 
deepest respect."’ finished Senley 

Tvers, with a bowed head, as If he 

were in the presence of royalty.
“Exactly," said Vane, still sternly. 

“If 1 thought you—or any other man 
—dared to thln.lt otherwise. I would" 

—his glance fell upon the gun—"I'd 

send him to kingdom come!"
Senfey Tyers repeated the depre­

cating gesture.

“There is no occasion to threaten 
me, my dear Vane," he said. "I tell 

you I quite understand. Miss Tre- 

vanlon is free from all blame In my 

mind. All 1 have to do Is to efface 

myself as quickly as possible." ■

He looked round for1 his cap and 

ulster.

"Stop! Wait!" sgid Vane, putting 

his hand to his forehead. "There Is
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his glance rested on her downcast 
face with tenderest concern. “It is 
all right—Sen is my closest, friend. 
We can trust in him. He will help
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ns out of this scrape. For God's sake 
don't tremble so. dear girl."

She put out her free hand and 
clasped the hack of the chair. His 
words, the tender glance, shook her 
to the core. She could have been 
strong to suffer but for them.

"You do me but justice.” said Sen- 
ley Tyers. He was calm. cool.'cal­

culating now. For him a critical 

time, had arrived: a false step would 

rttin his chances of success. His 
hand wandered unconsciously to the 
pocket In which Lad y Florence's 

promise lay. "I will help you, if 1 

can. Yon say. and 1 believe myself, 

that I am the only one who knows 
the—the truth: but how long shall 

I be the only one? What will you 

do when others discover it?"

Nora shrunk, and tried to draw her 

hand from Vane's grasp.

“Let me go!" she breathed.

He held her in the grip of a vise.

"Hush, dear." he said; and wh.o 

shall describe the tender compassion
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“He knows?" he echoed, dully 

What do you mean? How should h< 

now?" The he paused, reading the 

ruth in Senlev Tyers' eyes, whic 

vatched them both with a mixttir 

if fear and alertness. "You d 
mow!" Hii voire grew sterile—a; 

host fierce. “How did you discove 

t? When? Why don't you spent

Now, then, old man. prime Scotc 

beef and grouse. There's no elarc 

—nothing but tea and whiskei 

You've got to rough it. you know."

He chatted light-heartedly enoug 
during the meal, though he now .am 

again stopped and listened, as if hi 

thoughts were straying to the root 

upstairs, and when the table wa 
being cleared, he said:

"I think I'll run upstairs and s<- 

how Ernest is getting on."

“Do." said Senley Tyers, throwin 

himself back in a chair with a rathe 

too elaborate air of being quite at hi 

ease. He had been rather silent a 

through the dinner, but had nodele 

nnd smiled responsively enough.

Vane had poured out a cup of ter 

and with it in his hand he walke 
* oward the door; but before he coul 

• each it. it opened, and the figure r, 

a girl in a print dress entered. Hi 

did not recognize her for a moment— 

he was standing between Iter and th. 

light; then, when he saw who Î 

was. the cup fell from his hand.

“Nora!" he exclaimed, thrown 

completely off his guard.

She stood, white as a. sheet, with 

purple rings under her lovely eyes 

which were fixed on him with an ex­

pression of sad pleading for forgive­

ness—of anguished self-reproach. 

"Nora!” he cried again.

For the moment he thought sh^ 
had gone mad.

Senlev Tyers looked' round, and
sprung to his feet with an exclama­
tion.

His voice roused Vane to the sens: 

of the situation—to its peril.
"What—what are you doing?" hr 

as she could. "I don't want any- asked her in a quick, anxious whis- 

tlilng. Go on. I will come down ; per.
presently." She looked beyond him at the mo-

They went down. tionless figure and sallow face, and

"Ernest isn't up to the mark." her li,,a parted, 

said Vane as they seated themselves “He .knows." she breathed. In dr­

at the table. “Headache, he says, spairing accents.

Caught cold. I expect. I'll send him Vane sprung round, shielding her

up some tea if he doesn't come down, so to speak, from Senley Tyers.
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It fils deep voice? Her head sunk 
lower. *

“How long do you think you can 

deceive the rest of the world?” went 

on Senley Tvers. Then he stopped 

and looked round toward the door. 

"By Heaven!" he exclaimed, quickly 

and in a warning tone, “some one— 

the woman—is coming!"

Vae sprung toward the door: 

Nora shrunk back against the wall, 

her hands pressed against her heav­

ing bosom, her face white and full of 

dread.

(To be Continued.)

(To be continued.)
,. CHAPTER XXV.

She felt as if she could not g > 

down to them—not even to Vane, if 

he had been alone—though her life 

depended, on her doing so. She 

would have left the house and fled at 

once, hut she knew that flight at that 

time of night would he futile.

Vane would track her in half an 

houi. Slip must wait until the 

dawn: but the thought of followin. 

Senley Tyers’ directions, of accepting 

his assistance, filled her with repug 

nance. While she stood gazing va­

cantly round the room like a wild 

animal caught in the toils, she heard 

the two men coming along the pas­

sage.

~Vane hammered at the door again 

"Look sharp. Ernest!" lie shodtcU
blithely.

She forced herself to answer him 

though her lips were dry, and her 

voice seemed to have gone forever. 

“Don't wait." she- said; "I’ve r

headache. 1—1 will be down pre-

Senlev Tyers made a deprccator- 

iesture with his white hand.

"Yes; l know." he said in a lo\ 

oice. “I discovered her sécrét­

eur secret—some time ago. In Lon 

Ion. Why, are you angry with me?' 

Vane stood looking from one 1 

he other. Perhaps, until that mo 

lent—as Nora stood In her propel 

arl>—he had' not fully realized a", 

he significance—the danger of her 

position.

“And—and yen told her that yo. 

knew when you came this evening? 

:e asked.

Senley Tyers inclined his head. 

“Miss Trevanion""—the “Miss Tre 

anion” made Vane start—1“discov 

red the truth—discovered my know­

ledge—by, a chance word of mine,' 

he said, lifting, his eyes to Nora’s 

face to see if she would contradfe' 

the lie.

She did not speali, and he drew a: 
naudible breath of relief.
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Vane stretched out his hand am 
took hers, hanging limply beside hei 

"Well," he said, with a deep sigl
and his short laugh, “it doesn’t mai- 

I ter. No one else but you knows. 1 
suppose. Sen!"

Senley Tyers shook his head.

"No." he said, gravely: “not. yet..'

“Not yet? What the devil do you 

mean? Why should they know? Wc 

won’t go back to London. Loot 

here. Sen"—he broke off: he war 

confused, overwhelmed by this blow 

that had been dealt them: bui 
through the haze of his feelings bis 

desire to shield and protect her 

shone clearly enough—"look here. 
Sen. whatever you may know or 

think, 1 want you to believe this. 1 

know you will believe it when I tell 

you that"—his words came more 

slowly, and his voice grew sterner— 

no blame whatever—whatever, do 

ou hear?—attaches to Miss Trevan­

ion. It was all my fault—all. you 

understand?”

Senley Tyers bowed his head.

' ! quite understand," he said.

“Just so.” said Vane, drawing a 

eng breath, "i knew you would, 

’ou are a gentleman. Sen, and no 

•entleman who knew Miss Trevanion 

-who had once looked upon her 
'site and heard her speak, would— 

would—* . «
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