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A GIRL OF :
THE PEOPLE:

By Mrs. C. N. Wililamson
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Roger gave a smile meant o de pa-
gtient and pathetic. “That would sound
wvery well,” he said, “if you weére the
Persecuted heroine in a melodrama and
¥ the villain of the plece. ' But as you
|are actually a human girl, who bas
made a great many mistakes, and been
@t last brought into a safe haven
Aagainst your obstinate little will by a
anan who worships you and has worked
<only for your good, the sentiment is
florid rather than theatrical. You were
all alone in the world, darling, and your
Ppoor little boat was on the rocks; I
wwaded out into the deep water, and
risked a great deal to bring it safely
Off again. Now, here you are in your
own house, which is mine as well, and
#here you will stay until your name is
the same as one which once was dear
o you.”

“What do you mean?” I stammered,
Detween fear and anger,

“I mean, until I have the right to call
you wife, the world 4o speak of you as
Lady Cope.”

1 sprang up from the sofa where I
#had resigned myself to sit questioning
the enemy.

“That will be never!” I cried. “Rog-
er, if you want me ever to forgive you,
you won't speak of that again; and you
swill tell me the things you have so far
carefully left untold.” I pointed to th
Portraite that framed the c-urtalnej
doorway—above and oa . either side.
#You are in the mystery of the heart-
shaped scar!” I went on. “T believe
nmow that you have always knowh. Per-
%Waps, though that woman, Sintra
Leigh, says you did not employ her
then, you really sent her to the theater
«on the night when my adopted mother
«died. You must tell me the truth.”

- Roger had risen when I rose, and we
stood facing each other

“Do you think,” he asked, with ag-
gravating slowness, “that you have
#aken the wisest way of dealing with
me, 8heila? When a woman of tact
Jdesires something from a man, she
doesn’t demand it with blazing eyes as
ther right; she softly begs it as a favor,
showing that she may be ready with
rewards.”

“You certainly deserve a reward,” 1
wetorted, ““but not such a one as you
amean. And the truth is my right. I
40 demand it. 1 came to this house
Pecause it was promised to me.”

“Not without conditions, Listen,
#$heila. There is a mystery, So mucl
T am ready to admit; and I have known
of its existence for many years. If I
wold you all that is in my mind, you
would understand very much that must
Otherwise remain dark and puzzling
40 yeu through your life. You would
even understand why Aunt Epmym-
trude left you on the night she died,
mnd why she died—though with all that
1 swear to you I bad nothing to do. I
am ready teo tell everything you wish
to know-—not to Sheila or ‘Jenny Har-
fand,’ but to my wife, Sheila Cope. Is
#t a bargain?”

“No, it is not,” I said. “If you won't
tell me, I must find out in some other
way.”

“You will not find out in any other
way.”

His voice was suddenly flerce, and
any eyes were forced to meet his and
dwell upon his widening pupils. We
looked at each other in silence. Thep
1 spoke out my thoughts, with sudden
passtonate impulse. “Oh, what a fool |
was to come here!” 1 cried. *“If I had
only kept my wits about me, and re-
membered that my father's—I mean
tthat Sir Vincent Cope’s place, which I
#fiad never seen, was in this direction, 1
might have suspected that you were
concerned in this. But I supposed the
place was still let to strangers, as it
ihas been, 1 know, for years—"

“{ had to have a nest ready for the
bird when it should flutter home,”
Roger broke in, smiling. *I wonder it
any man since the world began ever
conquered moreé difficulties for the wo-

" ynam he loved?”

“] should think none ever stooped to
#0 many meannesses,” I flung at him.
Other sharp words were ready, like
swords, to pierce the armor of his self-
complacence, but suddenly a voice
seemed to whisper in my ear. ok
strange nest for a bird,” it said. “Rog-
er had another use for the house.” How
about those sounds outside your door
fast night?”

CHAPTER XXII,
#Which Tells How the House Was Ex-
plored,

I 4id not repeat to Roger what the
‘$maginary voice had whispered, for I
knew that not only would he be care-
ful pever to give me a true explamation
of what 1 had heard, but would proba-
bly take steps to prevent my finding
.out for myself, as it now occurred to
ame that I might do.

Roger’s own words about the “nest
‘“he had prepared for the bird” had put
she thought Into my head; for the
wwhisper 1 had fancled as an answer to
this speech suggested another more sub-
#¢le reason for his occupation of the
house formerly let to strangers. Some-
®ody was hidden here, perhaps; the
somebody who had groaned, and eried
the name of Ermyntirude; somebody
who might tell me more than Roger
whose to tell without a bribe.

1 said no more about tryiag to learn
the secret in “another way,” theugh
such an idea was taking form in my
mind; and so deeply was I absorbed in
my own thoughts that Roger talked on
«for a few moments unheard. I was only
conscious that he spoke, until suddenly
his raised voice, evidently repeating a
-question that had been asked before,
‘Brought me to myself.

“Sheila, why don't you answer me?”
he was saying.

I turned my eyes sfowly to his face.
+J was thinking,” I replied.

“Were you thinking over what I bave
Just said to you? Do you understand
what it means when I tell you that by
to-morrow 1 expect to have the special
#cense for which T have applied? The
mooner 'we are married the better it will

was mght, so sure that I could bring
you round to my way of thinking, I
wulﬂn’tbv'donu. But there was
Mo other course possible. Shella, wilt
@rou marry me to-morrow?”
“If 1 say no, neither to-morrow nor
«n any other morrow teo come, what
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then7’ 1 asked, rather with a aesire
for information as to Roger's inten-
tions towards me than in open de-
flance.

“What then? I would rathér not
trust myseif to tell you what then. You
may ask Miss Leigh. She will explain.”

“I am not sure that I care to see her
again, after the way in which she
tricked me,” I said. “If I chose to
leave this house, now, without—"

“That is the one thing I can’t, for
your own sake, allow you to do,” Roger
cut me short, “‘until I have at least
your solemn promise that you will be
my wife. Can’t you see—young as you
are, aren’'t you woman of the world.
enough to see—that marriage with me
is the only thing left to you, Sheila?
Blame me for what I have done, if you
will, but it 'was all through love of you.
And in any event it’s too late to think
of that now. You and I must be man
and wife.”

He caught my hands, but I wrenched
them away from him. “I think I will
talk to Miss Leigh, as you call her,” I
hastily said. 7*And I would like to see
her now—this very moment—alone,
without you.”

Roger had offered to let me speak
with “Miss Leigh,” and, though he did
not appear well pleased at having been
finally taken at his word, he did not
attempt to repudiate it. ‘“Miss Leigh
shall come to you here,” he said.

Crossing the room, he pulled an old-
fashioned bell-rope. A far away jang-
ling followed, and presently the grim-
faced woman who had brought my
breaktast knocked at the door, She
was abruptly commanded to “send Miss
Leigh,” and it was not long before my
traveling companion of last night ap-
peared.

“] will leave you together,” sald Rog-
er. “But before going, perhaps I had
better make it clear that Sheila wishes
you to explain why it has now become
absolutely imperative that she should
marry me.” As he spoke he was at the
door, and an instant later it had closed
behind him, +——

“] should have thought that, to a
young woman of your intelligence, such
explanations were unnecessary,” said
the woman in black. “But I can glve

bered it very well, but it is not too late
yet. As I said then, you have every-
thing to lose, or everything to galn.
Money, two charming houses, the abill-
ity to help vour reiatives (who from
accounts I have heard peed all the help
that can be given them), an enviable
position in society, with past indiscre-
tions forgotten. All this you have, on
the one hand; on the other—but per-
haps that plcture is best left to your
imagination.”

For a moment I did not speak. Then
I =aid, shortly: “Plea.n call Sir Roger
back again.” Ve

He was summoned, and presently ap-
peared, the woman in dlack meanwhile
asking no questioms, though her gypsy
face expressed curiosity as to my in-
tentions.

“Has Miss Leigh’s eloquence been
more fortunate than mine, in persuad-
ing you that there’s only one course
open?’ Roger asked.

“She has shown me that all others
are difficult,” I answered. “Still, if I
were to decide at once, I gshould say:
‘No, I cannot marry you." That's my
impulse now, but if you will give me
your word of honor to go away from
here—back to London or to Arrish Mell
Court, whichever you choose—for two
days, I will stop and think the matter
carefully over. Miss Lelgh can give
me as much good advice as you wish,
and I may change my mind.”

Roger shrugged his shoulders. ““The
fonger you stay here the less easy will
it be for you to decide against me,” he
sald; “so I suppose I shall be wise to
give you your own ‘way. But we will:
compromise matters. I'll go and come
back to-morrow-—with the special l-
cense of which I told you.”

“Very well, then, to'—morrow," I as-
sented. 'But you must go now.”

“If you look out of this window—or
one in your own room—in fifteen min-
-utes from now, you will see me driving
away from the house.”

“With one of the new carriages, and
the new livery you have bought with
Lady Cope’s money,” it was on the tip
of my tongue to say. But I kept the
words back.

For once, Roger was true to his word.
‘Whether he meant to leave the neigh-
borhood or not, I had no means of
knowing; but at least he drove away
from ‘the house, with a small portman-
teau ostentatiously placed where I
would be sure to see it.

I knew that he had only mnot at-
tempted to put me upon parole as a
prisoner because he was sure that I
should not be able to evade the guard
he had doubtless set upon my move-
ments. But I was glad that he had not
tried to exact a promise, because, as
soon as I had made a desperate effort
to discover the secret which I had be-
gun to believe might be hidden in this
thouse, 1 intended to make an equally
desperate bid for freedom.

Perhaps if I had not been taken for
my interview with Roger into the room
with the three portraits, no inkling of
the idea which now so keenly excited
me might ever have come into my
head. But there had been Sir Vincent
Cope, with Sintra Leigh, and the man
who so marvelously resembled her. All
three pictures had apparently been
painted at about the same time, for
certain mannerisms suggested that they
were the work of the same antist, and
the frames with which they were set
into the wall were identical in detall.
This suggested that Sintra Leigh and
‘her double (a twin brother, my fancy
already wmaid) were closely connected
with the' Cope family either by ties of

! blood or peculiarly intimate friendshio.
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them in a few words., Already, it seems, ' For Strawberries It Gives Goed Results

you have afforded your friends and
enemies great cause for gossip. Sl

With Intensive Culture,

Although not to be gencrally re-

Reger Cope has offered you the chance
of rehabilitating yourself. He was
obliged to use rather strong measures ’
to accomplish his purpese, and if you
do not fall in with his way of thinking,
instead of matters being improved, they,
will have been made far'worse, You ;
are at his house; everyone knows that {
it is his house; the servants and others 2
know that you have been here-since
last evening—that you came willingly.
What will become of you if, after all
this, you refuse te-marry him?” {

“So this is what he preferred to have !
you explain!” I exclaimed, *“I don't |
wonder that even Roger Cope hesitated |
to say it himself,” b

One Thinks;
The Other
Knows.

The ordinary person may think
a medicine good because of its per-
ceptible effect. Nevertheless, it
may be a very bad thing to take,
The druggist knows whethet itis
good or bad. Therefore we con-
sider druggists’ testimonials more
valuable than any others.

Note carefully those we
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| sStrawberries ean sometimes be

' have .opened,

commended, the fall planting of
used
with good results, say the horticul-
turists of the Michigan station, but
in. order (0 succeed special pains
must be taken both with the soil
and plants In the states farther
south, .where the seasons of growth
will be considerahly longer, this me-
thod of growing strawberries is pre-

| ferred to planting in the spring. In

seasons when the weather is moist
during August and Septembher very
good results can be obtained in Mich-
igan, but if drought prevails there is
danger of a check to the plants, and
this will result disastrously.

Upon soil that will not suffer seri-
ously from drought or where water
can be applied thes fall setting will
give good results. As the season of
growth wiil be comparatively short

at hest, the soil should be thorough-
lyv prepared and enriched. The plants
should be of some strong growing
variety that - will  furnish large
crowns and that are adapted to hill
culture,

Unless water for irrigation is at
baud the planting shouk be delayed
until the ground has been well moist-
ened by rain, but if possible the
planting should be done before the
i1st of September, Good results,
however, can be socured if the plants

are set gut Ly the middle of Septem-
ber The rows should be from two
to two and a half feet apart and the
plants ten inches in the rows. FEven
though the ground has been well en-
riched, it will be advisable to mulch
the plants by spreading decomposed
manure along each side of the rows.

The ground should be occasionally
worked during the fall and up to the
time of freezing weather so that it
will he entirely free from weeds. The
ground should then be mulched, and

in the spring recvive a shallow culti-

vation. It will be desirable to re-
placg the mulch before the blossoms
and unless the winter
mulch is sufficient to cover ' the
ground so as to keep down the weeds
and conserve the moisture an addi-
tional amount should be employed.

This method of strawberry culture
i not recommended for the general
planter, but for the amateur and for
the home garden, especially where the
starting of a new plantation was
neglected in the spring.

Women of refinement do not have
to strive to make the faet apparent.
B B
The @odern interpretation of the
maxim, “know thuself,” is “mind your

own business.”” @ |, i
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It kecps the Young from becoming Old and
makes the Old feel Young.
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Bargains in Millinery

:
i We are giving bargaias in all lines—Mouslin de Seie, Chiffons, Laces
in black, white and colors, Silks and Ribbons.

: Ladies’ Trimmed Hats from ¢1.25 np,

: . Some greot bargains in Children’s Hats, from 50c up.
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% KING STREET,

C. A. Cooksley, opposite manxer
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! did not meet with great favor, and
especially after learning the remarkabl)

low prices on the nmgmhcent assortment.
One glanc * will show you why we are doing such a large business.

If our new and elegant line of vehicles

Every rig we put out has been thoroughly tested at the factory and
carefally selected by us ; but our strongest claim for your business is
the money-saving feature of buying of us,

See our lines of Buggies,
Phaetons, Surreys, Runa~
bouts and Harness of all
kinds. Rubber Tire Vehi-
cles of allkinds. . * «

Wm. Gray & Sons Co’y., Limited

-—--For Sale--—

Oholce Olover Seed, Timothy Seed, White and Blsgk
Oats, Barloy, Oorn, Beans, Buckwheat,

~~For Best Breade™
Use Kent Mills Gold Medal Flour.
N .-.F’orl"loaltll....
Stoven’s Breakfast Food. . “Wm

“The Canada Flour lills Co., tmiies

OHATHAM. - = = = = ONT.

00000000000 0000000000000000000000000000000000000000 ¢
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Have You Seen
Our Men Talking

ram-0-phone

It is the ;irreatest wonder
of the 19th century.

crates of

New
Records

the finest ever produced,
they can only be had at
the sign of the Big Clock.

A A. Jordan’s
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MeetMe at Somerviile's
For a Glass of

Ice Cream and
Soda Water

Known as the Best in
Town.

Pure, rich Ice Cream, made by the most
perfvct apparatus in absolutely clean
rooms.

Refreshing, foaming Soda Water -with
exquisite Fruit Flavors,

Somerville’s

Restaurant and Lunch Rooms
KElng 8t, . '‘Phone 86
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The Chatham 3
¢ Loan #Savings Co
Capital $1,000,000

. Money to Lend on Mo Borrow
jers wishing to erect buildings, purchase

pm‘»ﬂy or pay off incunbuueu,ahoum
“pply y and
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Increase

Your Business

By having EFFICIENT TELE-
PHONE FACILITIES. We will
quote you rates on a Private-Branch

Exchange System in your Office,
Warehouse or Factory.

The Bell Telephone o,
Of Oanada. -
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