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' "Speyer Clalm on “Sco” Pro-
t perties Must be Paid Off.

Francis H. Clergue Waité on
" Premier Ross.

}Sela{or Dandurand Tells of
<X Visit to London.

i+ Montreal report: Senator Dandur-
i and, who went to London with Mr.
| Clergue in#connection with the Lake
Superjor q:pany’a affairs, speaking
to-day of the present position of the

company, said :

“Tie arrangement made with the
English syndicate was that if the Re-
rmlnﬂon Committee of Consoli-
dated Lake Superior could take care
tol the Bpeyer loan it would be will-

ing to advance sufficient capital to
put the companies on a sound basis.
Mr. Clergue and mysell were assured
during vur stay in England that tho
committee would be succassful, and
that was the reason we wired to
j make such arrangement. As suon as
pthe Speyer claim is paid off, the Eng-
tlish syndicate will be heard from.”
} . Mt Clergue has submitted a report
:to this eflect to the Rcorganizutmn
‘Committee : “I have been in.orm:d by
Iw:re that the sale by the Speyers will
not aifect u e plans of the company.”
h i
' New York, Dec. 16,—Counsel for the
| Reorganization Committee of the
Icmn,mny stated that Speyer & Com-
ypany were notified that if a further
jextension of three weeks had been
tgranted the Speyer loan would probh-
Lably have been paid off, and made
ipnblic a letter addressed to Speyer
i& Gompany this morning asking for |
!such, extension.

The statement closed as follows :

“Notwithstanding the sale, counsel
ido not propose to abandon their ef-
!forts to pring about a successful re- |
‘org.xnlzatmu."

Toronto, Dec. .*.—There have been
no new deulupnwnts in the Consoli-
ydated Lake Superior tangle duriug
the past tweuty-iur hours. Speyer &
“Co. are stili in coutrol, but the state-
ment is made that they would be
quite w.lling to reopen negotiations
+W.ta the Ke.rganizatoi (ommiitee,
"Muovse back ol the pronosed rehabil-
itation ol the works still Have hopes
'that the end desired will yet be
| reached.

Mr. Francis H. Clergue arrived iIn
T routu yesterday and together with
i Mr. Cornelius Sh.elds, Mr. H. C. Ham-
ilton and Mr. James Conmee, M. P,
waited upyn the Goverument. .[’Auuh
Ross and his colleagues were urged
to take such steps as would proiect
the Canadian creditors. To do this
the Goverumeit would be called upun
to wituhold the concessio 's granied
to t. e company. T\.is would have the

elfect of incommodug Speyer & Co.

in t. eir e!furts to put the works on a
paying basis. As matters now stand
pveryihing ix shaping for a big legal
batile, in wiich the rights of Speyer
& Co. 1o poussession ol lhe property
will be notly tOHt(}S'OL

Mr. Clerg gue's position in the pres-
ent situation is ratier difficult 1o
define. Whatever equ.ty he h.lds in
the property must have long since
vanished, He fa led in his misgion to
England largely because the c.pita.-
ists there were not sat.s’ied with the
position In which the company was
left by the suspension. With the
Speyer Iuan out of the way they

would have been disposed to put the.r
money 1 the venture. It is even
stated t: at sh-uld the commi!tee suc-
ceed in reorganizing the company,
,the Britlshers stand prepared ty come
in and furnish the working capital,
This has been the plan ~n which Mr.
Clergue has been proceeding.

Speyer & C on the other hand,
have a reorganizatio: plan, and will
shortly submit a proposal to the Gov-
ernme.t, the Canadian creditors, and
the gnareh lders, They absoluiely re-

+ fude to treat further with Mr. Clergue
or t: e membhers of the Reolganization |
Comm:ttee, on whose representations
the sale of ‘this mortgage was poste|
poned Irom time to time.

MURDER STORY DENIED.

Paticuts l):(lme (an'\dmn Was l\ol‘
Robbed or Maltreated.

New York, Dec. 21.—Tht Adolphus
Diucker, a Canadian and former
member of the Brotish Parliamens,
and once woenltly, who died in ihe !
Prison ward 0. Lel.evue Hosp.tal ol
1he murning ol Dee. 9, was murder- |
od amd robved by the hospital  at- |
tendants, a8 slated by James Mur-
phy, amodher paticat in the ward,
the hospital authoridies and other
puiicnls deny and the police disbe-
lieve.

Inspreaca MceClutky and the Dis-
tricv Aittorney are muking . a thor- |
ougih mvestlgaton ol the ease, wnd
Coivner Jackson o will hold an in-
quest next Ifvday, when Muiphy ani
al. other witnesses' in the aliawr wiit
be summoned.

Dr. Wiiliam V. V. Mabon, superin-
tendent o: Believuee, said  yesier-
day taat investigation had con-
vinced him that no erime hasd been
commilted or mulic.ous eruclyy in-
fliec.ed.

Five other patiemts in the pricon
ward who witnessed Mr. Drucker's
treatment aud his death, were -
terviewed by repor.er yesterdoy,
and all empiaticaily denied that
there had boen  ang unnecessary
ciru 1.y or any iobbory. Two of these
paticnts were Joseph  Brande and
Daniet McCouned, toth elderly men,
who have boen o tire ward with
friciured bos for several
Mr. Brandt “It is .true
Diu k :*s t0o.di on was 8.8.r
He was d: lz ue and very v.oi

‘H. onstantly tajked io ]n'*nh.
Dutch ar wirman, and said wu h
nl.:m ) nu)f.mu policy on his
Iifs for § GO,600 thiht had been stol-
20 from himg I saw. him when the
officers  scafebied him  and  know
that he was@not, robbed. It 18 true

strapped to his cot,

. Great Britain would surely some day

| bales of cotton a year, and this I

|stop exporting cotton and the war

| technically guilty, or givliz up the
Lyoung man. She said thas- what-

‘because he' was so vlolcnt it was
necesgary.”
wulhm H. Ottd, a w
er, of 243 East 110th street, who
wu a patient in the prison ward
at the time, alone corroborates
Murphy’s statement of the orulty

robbery

thiat nrphy has =aid is
true,” he last night, “and, 1
will tell more whian, I am called to
speak under oathl - I am a Hol-
lander, and Mr. Drucker kept talk-
ing to me in Dutch.”

When Mr. Drucker's effects were
examined at ths hospital yesterday
a dozen pa’ tickets were found
showing where he had pledged small
articles of jewelry in New York
and Montreal during November and
December. In strange contrast
with these were letters and docu-
menis which told 6f large financial
transactions in this eountry and
Europe.

Mr. Drucker wias arrested near the
Grand Central Station on Dec. 9th
and taken 'to Flower Hospital, and
from there ‘transferred to Bellevue.
The hospital physicians and Dr.
Schultze, Coroner’s physician, diag-
nosed his case as extreme alcohol-
ism and hleart failure,

WILL LOSE SOUTH AFRICA.

Dutch Population is Increasing While
the British is Not.

New York, Dec. 21.—At. a meeting
of the Armstrong Association 1o-day
Andrew Carnegie surprised his hear-
ers by asserting that he believed

lose S8cuth Africa, b ¢ use the Du ch
population is increa:ing, while the
British are not. Mr. Carnegie added:

“What would Great Britain give
for nine mil.lon negroes as placable
and lovable as those in the United
States? They give us 11,000,000

contend makes the United States.the
most powerful nation in the world.”

He said in case of war all this coun-
try would have to do would be to

would be done.

“My knowledge of the question
leads me to the opinion that no po-
litical measure can ever save oOr
benefit the negm." sald Mr. Car-
negle. :

The Armstnong Association work
in bzhalf of the colored man in the
United States. .

SLAVERY IN ABYSSINIA.

All Children of I’rmnt Slaves to be
Made K'ree.

London, Dec. £1.—William N. Ellis
Las arrived in London from Abyssinia
and will gaill for the United States
int en days. Upon his arrival there
Le will proceed direct to Washington
and, deliver 0 the Departmeat of
State u letter from Emperor Mene-
lik welcoming Americans 1o Abyssinia.
“in peace and without fear.” Menelvik
was  very mucl! lwterested in Mr.
Ellis’ parrative concerning American
aifairs, especially the development of
the colored race from slaves to the
gtatus ! tlio whites. Upon hearing of
President Lincoln’s liberation of tle
slaves tears came into his eyes, and

he iosisted that the story be told to
him a weeond t'mm, exclaiming “What }
a great man.” He ¢xpiained that hel
was abolising slavery gradually. He |
said: “I cannot do as Lincoln did;
it weould upset tlings too much, lyut ’
I hLavoe decreed that while those %t |
present slaves, shLall remain such,
their children wshali b? iree. Tms!
will glavery disappear.”

What above all impressed “Menelik
favorably, said Mr. Ellis, was tLe
attitude of tLe Americaas. They did
not seek territory in Abyssinia. On
iLis subjoct the Emperor said: “Other

nations come to Africa like sons of |’

their fathers, saying, ‘Father, you
aré going to make a will and leave
u3 sometling "’ He added that Am-
erica was alope without land in af-
rica, and wanted none. She only
wanted 1'berty cf trade.

Mr. Ellis was emphlatic in declar-
ing that there is nothing suggestng
barbarism at Menelick’s court. The
Emperor weamns European clothes,
and a felt Lat of American shape,
The Empueml' and court ladies were
dressed in Paris ‘models. The palace
iz a comfortable frame building of |
Swiss architoeture. It has baths and |
otl.er modern conveniences, and fur-
niturns of the Louls XVI. period js
predominant.

GIRL K!DNAPS BOY.

Will be Proueouted tor Abduction by
Lad's Father.

Sioux City, Dec. 21,—Fecause eigh-
teen-year-old Jes Liine, of H -
mer, Neb., ace:pted the offer of i7-
year-_)ld Albert Dimcen, o Yankicon,
South Dakota, to elope with him,
shte has been churged with kidnap-
ping the boy. Being ol age she is
responsible for her acts, and the
law camnot prevent her eloping if
she wants to do so. But she has,
aecording to the charge of the boy’s
father, John Dineen, ¢nticed h.m from
his home.

She was given the allernative to-
day of being prosecuted for kidn:p-
pmg, of which she might be proven

ever happened she woull stick cleos»
to Alb-rt and never leave him until
he should b‘ her husband.

CASH[L STHLL AT LARGE.

Police Believe t «« Murderer is Hiding
invalg: ry

algary, N.W.T., Dec. 21.—There is

y=olutely no trace of Cashel. The
pwodice believe him to be in the ﬂly,i?
but eannot find him. They dlsb:liovm
the report that he was seen in Mon- |
tana. Tae police force here have been !
reinforced by ten, men [rom Regina.

It was reported to the police to-day
that Cashel was making hs way in
an easterly direction, and one t!; 0y
is that re got out o:i the city by
erxssing Bow R.ver o. the ice, soine
miles west. After gelting across he
made his way to (louston’s ranch, at
Nose Creek, where he had dinner yes
terday. Il« wag on foot. He walked
on to Sheppard, elevea miles from
Calgary, and up to noon tlo-day Ye
had been traced by an expert Indi'n
tracker to Langdon, tweniy miles
from here. . Several men BRave. been
sent out to-assist in following the
escaped prisoner up.

Mother and Iwo Clnldren Bntaed

Death in Philadelphia. =

mmmsmr;:nmﬁm'

Oolou. Dec. 21.-1‘Na Unlt s:;m
crulser Atlanta returned ‘ he last
night from the Gulf of Darien. Bhe
disgovered, Dec. 17, a dpmnnent of

Colombian troops, number.ng visually

about 500 men, but accordi..g to thelr
statements btotalicg 1,500 or 2,000
men, at Titumati, on the western
side of the Gulf, just north of the
mouth of the Atriato River and due
eapt from Yaviza. The commander of
the Atlanta cent ashore an oificer,
who conversed With the Colombiaus'

commander. T.e latter protested en-
ergetically against the preseice of
American warsh ps in Colombian wa-
ters, 1nsomuch as war between Co-
lombia and the United States had not
been declared, and polit.ly requested
the Atluuta t) leave the Gull, because
it bejunged to Colombia. Commandcr
Turuer, ol tie Atlauata, ignoied ihe
request, and the Atlauta\returned to
Cojon to report to Rear Adwiral
Cog.lan. The Colombians are clearly
bugy with proiective and strengih.n
ing meusures. Althcugh they treaied
the Amerfcans courteously, they de-
clared tuey resented the pre.e ce -f
the Atlania's landing party. Tae
Culombian force was composed partly
of tne men Janded recencly at the
Atriato River by t.e (olombian cruic-
ens cnrlugena and Gen.ral Pinzon.
Early in the morning @ December
15th, tlw Atlanta sighted a small
sclooner in the centre of the Guilf
of Darien and followed ler to the

Mptern sliore}, where the gchcicner -

tempted to Lide behind an islet.
Licut. Perrill, of thie Atlanta. waa
ordered to board her, he thereupon
took another boat and ‘puiled .jo-
ward the schooner. Through the
courtesy of the naval officer, tho
correspondent of the Associated
Press, accompanied the party! in the
whaleboat.

It was found that the schooner
Liad on board a hundred armed Col-
ombian soldiers, commanded by
Gen. Rafael Novo, who said General
Dahiel Ortiz, commander in ¢éhief of
the Colombian forces of the Atlantie

)

The Oolontpm pamp swd to.
:dpmt'dutm:.eo be u-ad as
a base of operations. Gen. Oitiz and

Colombia to fight to tho bit-
turend.howeﬂm Reyes’ visit to
Waskington is succossful, and
Panama is hot rotumed to Colombia.

L “Swiks Presdent Klocted ¢

‘Bernes,, Switzerland, Dec .21. —M.
Comtese, & meo.b r o h- Tundesrath,
from Neuchatel, and*M. Ruchet, a
member from t"e ton de, Vaud,
were to-day - ¢lected respectively
FPresident a. d Vice-President of Bwit-
zerland for 190%.

Panuina Electlon._v .
Dee. 21, Via Panama, Dec. 21.—Tho

Junta’s decree fixing Dec. 18 as the
date for the election of representa-
tives to the national convention has
been received with - enthusiasm in
the interior of the republje. There
is no doubt that public opinion lav-
ors the canal treaty with the Unit-
ed States and eandidry of Dr. Am-
ador for the presidency.
Burglae soon cad.

Boston, Mass,, Dec. 21.—In, a run-
ning fight  between
and five burglars, who had broken
into an office in East Boston early
to-day, one of the ' burglars was
shot dead, The others escaped. The
fueatity ol (he dead burglar is not
known. Althugh' all five of the
hunted men used their revolvers free-
ly on tho pursuing police, neither
of thi> latter was hit.

Thre* Burned to Death.

Philadelphia, Dec. 21.—Mrs. Harry
L. Smith' and her two children, Har-
ry, aged 2 years, and Albert, aged
8 mouths, were barned to death
early to-day by a fire which oc-
curred in their home at Oak Lane,
a suburb, They were asleep when
| the fire started. Mrs. Elizabeth
| Shelmire wias badly burned while en-
ldou.vor_lng to awaken them. The
cause of ‘the fire is unknown,
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BRITISH FORTIFYING.

Rl
They are Strengin..adg the Defonces
at the Ksquimait Naval Station.

Washington, D.C., Dec. 21.—Esqui-
malt, British Columbia, where an
important English naval station 1is
located, is being heavily defended,
according to a report to the State
D.parum.nt from Abr ham K, Em..h,
United States Consul at Victoria.

Consul Smith says that while the
strength of the British [leet at Es-
qulmult naval station has beem re-
duced to three cruisers. and two
steam launches the strength of the
station hus realiy. Been increased.
Large 9.2 guns, weighing, with thelr
equipment 30 ons each, were pl ced
in position at the top of Siznal H..l,
which eommands the whole harbor.
These guns are said to throw a 380-
| pound projectile five miles, and with
ian elevation of [fifteen feet they
'have a range exceeding seven miles.

A battery of quick firing funs in
{the navy yard covers the entrance
to Esquimalt harbor, where exten-
sive mines have been laid. It is re-

mg a fort on ithe high blufl over- |
looking the approach to the harbor
is soon to ba begun. The iry dock
i# to bz enlarged.

SEAGULL ON BUOY.

Why H.M.S. Fiora Weat Ashreo
Near Nanaumno, 8. C.

Tacoma, Wash., Dec. 21.—Investi-

gatioa scems o show tha. a seagull

causod the wreck of the British .ee-

ond class cruiser Flora, which was

j hauled oif Village Point reel near

Nanaimo, Friday. When the accident

Lappened both Capt. Baker and the |

navigating officer -were on tle
bridge. TLey mistock Spar buoy at
Village Pount, for Cage buoy, Llwo
miles fartler down the sound, and
steered tleir course toward shore,
grounding on thLe reefl in consequence.

A eecagui perclhed on top o. Spar

' buoy is said to Lave given it resem- |

blance in tle fozx to Cage buoy. Buth
buoys are on the same side of the
chaanel, and navigators have deciar-
ed that they do not give as elficieat
protection as is required in the dan-
gerous waters of the foggy Vancou-
ver lsland coast.

The ceagull incident will be inves-
tigated at the olficial enquiry at
Victoria.

TLe steamships Williamette, Dan-
ube and otler vessels have beea lost
in ttat neighborhood.

AN UNFORTUNATE MARRIAGE.

Daughter o! British Officer Duped by
Picke -oi-Leave Man.

London, De:. 21.—0n 1he strength
of the wwawciment that e was a war
COlrespullueal g, Wicl, all dboculne wi
£600 ($o,00U) o yvar, alu a Lie Li-
suranee poacy e £oUU ($2,000), o
certaln Auvicy Newwon won e hana
Ol a4 daughLucd v e late Laeac-
Col. Pope, 1ormerly commanuer of
‘the Conpaughe nangons, Dy mar-
ricd ‘Ler lasi year i a church at
Pimlico.

Un.ortunately, notv only did New-
ton make a jal-e swwement reLanrd-
ing Limsel., buc also omicted (0 mein~
tion suck 1mmpor.ant iae.s of lus pre-
vious carcer .3 that he had beel
sentented 1o penal  servituae ifor
tLeit, and thae he haa alicady bee:
married, and tkat his 1irst wife was
still living.

TLibs resulted in his being tried at
the Ol Baley on Tuesday on the
charge o bigamy.

Miss Pope, ile second wife, dn the
course v. Ler eviaeuce, sta.ed tha
by permiss.on e¢., herr mother, her
marriage with the prisoner was ex-
pedited. because he said he was sul-
fering from ap\ internal complaint
apd Fad only a few months o live.

After tkg wedding in January last

they went first -to Ea:tbourie,
Nioe, and aubsequently to
»toher . .reai cur-

srros ‘ed asa

‘he yitnésa

“Had you eny fortune, Miss Pope ?”
to which ehe replied: “No; but I
Lad a reversionary interest in my
motler’s income, and this I sold for
£225 (8$1,125), to pay thLe debts in-
curred by the prisomer,”

Tle prisoner—I' have been good to

“You have mever struck me,” an-
swered the woman, “but you have
never told me the truth from the day
of our wedding.”

The rocorder sald the prisoner had
cruclly @eceived a young woman of
good family. Heo had committed a
singulariy eruel crime, and would be
sentenced to seven years penal ser-
vitude.

WOMEN DRUNKS INU. S.

Tendency of \\'omen to Patronize
Saloons.

Cleveland, O., D2c. 21.—~“The great
probl:m berorc thus country to-day
is. the Increase of drunkcnness
| athong the women of the land,” de-
| chared R:v. Chas, A. Eaton, at the

| ported that the work of construct-vh clid Avenue Baptist Church last

ening. “It is as ominous a thing
n’s we have before us to-day.”
toEum,r. is John D. Roik:lel.er's pas-
r

‘It was in London,” he went on,

4at I hirst saw a drunken woman,
The sighy dicsgust~' m , nauseaied
me. And a man said to me, ‘You
ldon’t wave wiat 1a your cily, do
{ you 27
, “When I came home I found that
lour saloons nhad their ladies’ en-
trances, and that it was getting to
be a serious question. We are dead
mornlly' dead moral.y! dead mor-
,aliy!

struggle for momey. The people are
beginning to scek the tensations of
sensualism. It is b «d enourh for men
to go far in that direction, but when
even women step over the line and
, 2o towards the kng of death there
isstruck a blow nt the race as dead-
i ly as has ever bren dealt it.

“The other night when I was in
the grili room of the leading hotel
ol the ecity I saw more women there

than men, and every woman was |

drunk. There was not a sober we-
m:n in the place.

“I have three little girls at home,
anid I woil! rapher re~ th'm in their
graves than in a public piace Lke
that at any time,”

CRUELTY "IN GERVlAN ARMY

Kaiser Adopts Means ‘o Put aStop to |

the Practice

Derlin, Dec. 21.—It is stated that
the constant.y increasiiug instances
ol cruety in the army have in-
duced Emperor Wiliam to order
that the officers of the Guard Corps
sha'l periodically make a thorough
inspection of the men naked to find
wounds or bruises. If. injuries are
found the officers must ascertain
how thev were caused, and they
must report cases of i'l-treatment.
Eventua ly, the order will be ex-
tended to the who'e army. A cor-
porg. has brea sontenced to five
yodr imprisonment at Rbondsburg,
he having been charged with having
commiited 1600 ineredibe brutali-
ties upon men inferior to him in
rank.

LIKE EUGENE ARAM.

Imit:tor of Kngl sh Murderer Daily
Vi ited Victim's Bo oy

Cape Town, Dec. 21.—One of the
most semsational mu.d:r irials in
th» history o. uhArc: hiee n-
cludel im 2 ve.d e o. gulty zgal st
nE'lshm nn mdHart, wvh was
chargeds with th: murder of his
friend Jam s Arm t-ong, In ' re-
markable eircumstances.

Armotoon t 0" M-nteith,
West Perthshire, arrived in South
Ariea -riy by a~ nd sh 11!_\‘
n ‘terward - mv.tr uly disop-

mpeed Io o h dless b .y
was l‘ound ov 7 ghore of a lenel
lak> nsir f v

Su ‘Dnuon I 0 o hw *1-ad Hn

Gﬂlel; Ineely expressed the determin-

Agua Duitce, Republic of Panam:, g

two policemen '

The prisoner—I had to comceal it.'

‘“The country is paralyzed Iin al

Do “This he th
ey, o v wq?".'v" tn:nfas.::!

" The toi trm proved a memorable one, |

been visited 'daily by Hart. -

Counser Zwoted the 10 lowing stan-
ga from Dream of e Ar-
am" in reference to thl. peculiar
feature of the case:

"'g:e -t:;n tyrannie thon:ht thnt

'gtll other th(&ughtl its slave;
ronger and stronger every 88
Did that temptation crave— o I
8till urging me to go and see {
The dead map in hie grave.”

The p: ve evid , deelar-
'ing he was g"tsd with second sight,
ana had discovered the body owing
to revelations vouchsafed him from
eaven.

The sentence was that he .should
be detained during His Majesty’s
pleasure, The case has excited enor-
mHus interast owing to its gruesome
features.’

1

SOCIALISTS DEFY THE KAISER

Bebel's Party Sneers at Imperial Ad-
vances to German Workingmen,

Berlin, Dec. 21.—Emperor Willlam
and Chancesdlor von Buclow’s renew-
ed overtures to. Gerwmany’s 600,000
arti-Soc.aidsl workingmen to juin
bapds with thz monarchy in upiiit-
ing the laboring classes causes & no
congternation in the Social Déemo-
crutic ¢ np. Vorwaerts, the Social-
ist organ, to-day defianlly advises
the wopkers if they think they can
better their condition by approach- |
ing the sovereign with bent backs ,
and cal in hand forthwith to Join
the “belly erawlers,” and await re- |
suits. “M.ght ean only be overcome '
by might,” is tne Sociasst veply to
th: Gover 'm-ni’s comyrrom sz offers.

Bebel’s pa:-ty has required nineteen
years to increase from 600,000 to 5,- !
000 000; so it 18 not disposed to view
witly alorm official coddling of the
new work nzmen’s party, which was
chsracterized by Count von Buelow
on Sunday as a welcome manifesta-
tion. The Chancellor has now re-
reated thrice thé assertion that thg
Goverrment will purrue a benefic'ent
social policy, regardless of either
Socialist criticiem or demands for
reprecgive measures emanating from
the enem‘es of that party.

NEW TELEPHONE A WONDER !

The Electograpb is a Combination of,
the Telephone and Phonograph.
London,- Dee. 21.—~The Daily aMil

an ounces thit i has conducted rea-
sonably s cessful ¢xp:rimcnts with
a recordinz tel phose, cailed ‘the
elzetrograpa, which is the .inven ion
ot E. G. Craven, an English engin er, |
jwh> was once an arsistant of Thos. |
| Edison at M ndo Paik, New Jersey.
;Th m ch nism coxbiaes a t lephone
'mnd phouograph. Messages spok.n
intor  the teléphone iransmitter
were sent over a dozen miles bes
tween Londonr and Twickenham,
where they were received by the
phonograph, without audible rsound,
by direct electrical effect om a vi-
brating di pwram. Wh:n the phono-
graph was disconnected from - the
tel phome wire and reversed, the
messages were reproduced audibly
amnd diztinetly. Me. Craven dee ares
that his invention wili be the great-
est addition to the conveniences of
business since the invention of ‘the
telephone a generation ago, as the
elrciograph lzaves a permanent ye-
cord of conversation.

———

! FUTURE OF BOERS.

' Gen. Viljoen Da(‘larr‘s British “Pacifi- !
| cation " Efforts are a Failure.

New. York, Dec. 21.—Prospects for
the rehabilitauion of the Boer coun-
try are very poor, accordiag to the
reports brought here yesterday by
Geueral Ben J. Viljoen, one of the
Transvaai leaders in the light wiih
‘Great Britain, who was a passenger
on the Umbria. He is now on his
way te Mexico, where he liopes to ea-
gage in agriculturai interests, 1or
his home is wrecked and many of
the people of his native land are un-
able Lo recover from the effects of
the war which devasted their lands.

“As the war is all over there re-
mains nothing to be done but to
make the best of a bad job,” said
the General. “I believe the British
government is making an honest ef-
fort to restore the Transvaai and
the Orange kree State to their for--
mer prosperity, but it is handicapp.ed
y to_a large exteat by the fact what
maiy ol the men assigned td the task
arce oot fitted for the work.”

“The Boers are trying Lo make the
best of the situation, but in many
cases their efforts to be friendly are
repuisex. On my voyage from the
Cape to Eagilanl I met several Brit-
ish olficers who vid everything they
could to show tleir comtempl and
d slka for m:. I do oot cire lor such
things on my own account, but I
think the EkEung.ish should do all in
the r power to recoici.e a conqueren
nation.

“Many of the Boers never will be
re-egstab’ished in  their homes, and
hundre s have wanderei of{ and have
pecome lost, There was a plan to
settic many of them in Chihuahna,
Mexico, where a concession of 85,00)
acres had been given. There are now
Tours tivmilies dowa there. The Mex-
. fean gosernment promised to furnish
transportacion to fifty, but it has
rot doue so and has eonstantly post-,
po ed fulf !l nx its obligation. I shall
go to Mexico scvon lobk afigr a

tract of two milioff" acres in  tha..

same State wh'ei hasgbeen offered
on more f[avorable cofiditions, and
probably a Iarge colony of Boers
w'll settle there. I shall make my
home there.”

Scottdale. Pa.—Contrary to expecta-
tion, the depression in the eoke trade
last week was more pronounced than at
any/time dfiving tbe last three months.
Instend of the expected improvement,
rearly 1000 were thrown out. and pro
duction fell off over 10,600 toms. The
tosting of the new wage sealo is loaoked
upon as indicating a re tiap of worl:
in the near future
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by the n‘hro of “the ta g e hul

“bbjeetion raised by his

nnd A was Kolmd that the Jaw|

Commlsslon to Forma Tanﬁ

for Discussion.

London. Dec. 21.—~In tbbooom d
a speech at Leeds, Mr. Joseph Chame
beriain announced that under  ‘the
auspices of the Tariff. Reform League
a commisslon was being formed hf‘
consider the condition of Brit
trade and the remedies appiical

thereto. He said it would be an '

unofiicial and non-political commis-
sion, representing every principal in-
dustry. It woud compuise représ
sentatives of India, the Crowa eol-
onies, and the autonomous cofonies.
It would invite witnesses from every
trade, aod would endeavor, after

.hearing all interests, to Irame &

model tarit®’ He added; “Whenever
the country w ready to glve us the

date we ask and there is a Govern-

ment in power prepared to accept
our principles, we will have

ail or most of the information that
it ;will desire, and it will have before
It a tariff which has been present-
ed to the country, and upon which
the peopie have had every opportun-
ity for: expressing their opinion.”
, Thero is no exampie to which Mr.
! Chamberiain oftener
clinching his fiscal arguments than
that of the United States. On this
occasion, he said, “we, like the Unit«
ed States, have community of race,
community of interests, A common
patriotism, and common sentiment,
vet the United States has got some-
thing we lack. She has got acom-
mon constitution, a common system
of defence, and a common commer-
cial bond. Why should not we have
these too ? It is our business to try

. to secure them.”

% Talked of Preference.

‘Mr. Chamberlain stigmatized the
oppounents,
tlmt the coionies never asked a pre-
l‘erence. a monstrous misrepresenta~
tion, . He ‘asked if they had forgot-
ten the Ottawa conference, and the
twio Lbondon conferences, where év-
! ery prémfer urged comsideration of
a mutual pleference “Let them .send
me aS Ambassador to the colonies,”
said the speaker, “with fuil powers,
and I am perfectly willing to stake
my reputation on that I shall bée able
not merely to sdtisfy the colonies
that we have something to give
! them wporth acceptance, but aiso to
Secure an equal measure in return.”

Mr. Chamberlain then read a let-
ter which he had received a day
or two ago from Mr. Rielding, Fin-
ance Minister of Canada, “for whom,"
he said, “we feel the greatest respect
a8 one of the new race of colonial
stategsmen who will be second to
none in the councils of the empire.”

Mr. Fielding had been asked if the
Canadian Ministers intended refrain-
ing from repiying to some of the
press statements as to what was the
position taken by the Canadian Min-
isters at the co.onial conference last
yer. '

He s®aid; *“It was in favor .of
Imperial preferential trade, which is

| cordially cndorsed by both of the

great political parties. Some diffi-

culties might arise as to the details
! of so ‘large a scheme, but it is sure-

iy not too much to believe that if
the princip'e is approved, the intel
ligence of British and colonial pub-
lic men can be relied upon to owver-
come them, and to put the project
into practical form.” (Cheers).

Federation of the British Hace.

The speaker added that po physical
difference wouli pre.eat ithe f.dera-
tion o! the Buidih race. The disiauge
between the Yukon and Hudson Bay
was greater than the distance Irom
England to Canada.
' Contiauing, the rest of Mr. Cham-
berlain’s specch was largely a re-
petition of his tormer argumeentis. He
wiid he had becn blamed lor saying
that preferentinal irad: with the
coonies would not mean an addi-
tion to the cosc of living. He gquoted
a letter Ircm Charles Becoih, of the
firm of Alfred Booth, &-Co., Liver-
poo), saying he did not believe the
pioposals would add to the cost of
living.

My, Chamberlain said that the
couitry was now a2t the pariing of

- the ways, and posterity would never

forgive the Goyrrnmeat if it Jost ‘he
slightest chanee of securing what
was zctually need»d by the nation.

Iu conclu.ion, M.
h: advo-ated *h pl.nci i olatl n”
<l the Mother Councry and her col-
onial children as a fam'ly, standing
togeither through good and ill.

Pros: Comment on Sneech

i mndon, Do, 17.—The Standard, re-
ferring t» Mr. Chamberl i2's ¢p ech,
says the commission proposed is go

el and stiiking that it comp ete-
adows all other teples. It

and Inguest of a nation. A

tour of the cclonies woald b2 a good
idea ; 1 he canrot convince the ¢ Jo-
nies he may m dify his own cpuion.

The Times says the work ol the
commission will be .purely experi-
mental. The fact that leaders 13
staple Britieh . indusiri>s are supe
porters of the Chamberlain policy
socures the best posBible personnel,
The ,News calls the commissian
codiiple  and aparchie,” and _ap
showihg gdistrust of the H-use ¥of
Commons,’ the Board of Trade and
th+ Ch-micel'or of the Exchequer.

The Chronicle says it is amu iig.

The commissien wil' b2 on fthe ilnes
,,r the Montreal congress, except
that th m mbers n¥> b und to a pre+
coneceived conclusion.

The Post says it shows .the tre-
mendons foree behind the Tmperial-
ist movement.

Paris-——The imports of Franee for
tha ‘md elevenn ‘months inereased. $51.-
BYu.200.  mud  the . exports
Mﬁﬂm
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