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rderer Geo. O'Brien Suffers the Full Penalty of the Law — Foul Murder Perpe-
trated on Christmas Day, 1899, Are at Length Avenged—O'Brien’s Life Pays
" the Forfeit for His Crimes—The Scaffold Upon Which the Execution
Took Place Located in the Prison Yard—Had Been Previously
Tested—The Execution in All Its Details.

7:35 this morning the |

‘wias  sprung  Which
George -O’ Brien into

, The condemned man

od Bis innocence to the
y went fo his death
dlwbo had any part in

"Wor execution.
to c.pectatxons Georg

! ng ‘his last night on earth

mqmetnus Representatives
g ess were admitted to his cell
in the eveming and they
At 10
clock Te had cowposed himself for

: &u *ﬂ within a half au hour
was ssleep, His slumbers during the

aight were fitinl and he tossed about
.~ wpon his blankets scattered upon the
. fioor ‘of his cell, at times seeming to
7 but mot wholly regaining
. ;He troubled his guards
"ﬁuﬂl‘ the night, and then it
' hﬂ for a drink of water.

gourse of the interview men-
“lu in- the way ot » con-

. ly sought was given.
ntrary, Be maintaived time
8 hie in and insisted
fhe fervor at his command,
“being punished for the

f giuch perturbed at the

wing refused him the privi.

ing to the document had

o Mr, Bleecker vyesterday,

. he stood on the trap to-

» noose about his neck and

y verge of the grave, he 1n-
ing the sheriff

aﬁlng troubl¢a
tatly was his place of buridl.-
it vehemence he insisted that
within the jail enclosure
grave had been dug had
nuously defiled by the
. for the past two years; he
Bied most strenuously to being laid
soil, To one of his -in-
g begged and pleaded that
ft that he was interred in the
!hexe the {gdi-ns are
tvuli wai uttered coucermng
8 -on Christmas day, - \Ey&

he seemed to be willing to
med, and inquired of the news
if they had any questions to
They on their part asked
B¢ had any further statement to
public and -he replied that

t the entire iuterview,

& half hour, O'Brien re-
be blankets and spoke as

pitly and rationally as any sane
A Dawson, His voice was low,
K"”‘ jnelined to be husky, |
were enunciated = dis-

Iy in a well wodulated tone

sefer to - the Puoni-
vngin Mary, nor the
upon those whom
ssible for the taking of

M the parting he wdid:
ight'’ rather cheerily and the
mtatives repliedt ‘‘Good-
5 we'll see you tomor-

b the last_which he will)
from a pewspaper wan m
he tature of a.eall upon a sick

mqtiuroremotion

&

e
et cwnd
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{ which would

the gallows awaiting its victim.
the outside

From
be - seen
the ven-

nothing . conld
indicate that

{ geance of the law was being meted ont

|

{

| was a subdued hush,
| tension

to a cowering wretch within. There
a perceptible high
apparent in every face save in
the masked visage of  him whose grue-
some task it was to commit the soul
of O’'Brien to its Maker. The instra.
ment ot death was practically the same
as tnat from which King so stoically

went to his doom. - The beam to which

[ the rope was attached, a well seasoved

A R

LR 1!

1 ED)

| closed,

GEORGE O’BRIEN, THE SMAN WHO- WAS EXECUTED.

Sketched From Life,

still sleeping, no: wer¢ his slumbers |
disu until the gunnJol the day was
\being cahnged. Them he awoke —awoke |
to the realization that he had but two‘
short hours yet to live.

At 6:80 a number of the curi-|
ous had begun congregating on |
the sidewalk about the jail and 15 :
minutes later an armed patrol |
was established on three sides of |
the prison and all who were in- |
clined to loiter were firmly 1
quented to ‘‘move on.’ l

Within a few moments O'Brien }
arose from his bed, dressed him- |
self and almost immediately be-|
gan raving in the manner simi-
lar to that employed several
weelks ago. His cries were loud
and lusty and were easily heard
on the street, butin a short time
e relapsed into silence. . Short-
ly after 7 o'clock those who had

had assembled in the jail-
yard and 7:15 they were admit-
ted to the scaffold. There had
been 100 tickets ; issued,
but a guard at the stairway ad-
nitted only the 35 who first ap-
peared, the others being com-
pelled to remain beneath.

At 7:20 Sheriff Eilbeck in com-
pany with officials and represen-
tatives of uf ‘each of the Dawson
papers d to O'Brien’s cell,
The prhm‘r was released from
his chains and broughs out in the
corridor. No sooner did he view
the small ecrowd assembled than
ha began his sacriligious recrim-

His voice was strong

and betrayed mot the_slightest

“What do you /wo,nt with " me|
inow?" he asked of the sheriff.
“1 suppose you want to torture
' me some more do’yoa?”

. The sheriff replied n a calm|

tone that he wished to read his|begun, the guards leading, followed by hu\ aside,

death-warrant.

“Take it away,” he said, “I|
don’t care to hear it. I have the |
| power to place a curse upon you |

"

| have placed my curse upon those |
five men., You are sending me
to everlasting hell fire and I shall |
isend you there. Goon and kill|

me, torture me if you like, but |uring ata glance the length requisite | pl

you shall not escape my curse.’ 3

At 7:45 it was generally re-
marked by the crowd in the jail|
yard who had obtained ticket of]
admiesion that the Rev. Father|
Gendrean had not arrived. O’Brien |
had spent his last night without /|
the consolations of religion, and it |

seemed likely that he would go to| { jury and the police and every oue in s"’" ooty

his end in that frame of mind.
Seeing Hity of trying to read |
the death vumm the sheriff announced |
that it could be o
been read and at a sigis] the hangman,
his features hidden beneath a black |

 mask, appeared with foar bréad straps. |

Two of ‘these wwere used to st his |
arms to hhbody.oneof these at

the hingman was making his prepara-
tions and placing the black cap on the
head. of . the guilty wretch, O'Brien en-
gaged in’a ceaseless flow of bitger
vituperations. The only ones present
in whom he had any confidence or
showed the slightest interest were Con-
stables Jack Counnor and Assistant Pro-
vost ‘Burke, the former oue of  the

| burial in the jail enclosure.

| reporters.

: \\tht his

dered as luvmgl

death watch during the past = two

months. ' To¥him O’Brien .tuz ned and
in beseeching tomes begged him not to
allow them to cut up his body. —Burke
was likewise appealed to prevent his
When all
was ready the march to the scaffold was

| O'Brien with a guard on either side,

dutyand at once pulled down ‘the black
{ cap, .shutting out foreéver the light
from George O'Brien’s eyes. He step-
ped back off the trap, there was a mo-
ment of suspense and as the sheriff
‘ﬁxmppul his fingers, tive lever was pull
the yawning jaws of the trap
sprang open and at 7 :3§ the - most ne-

Istapding
{ ranged sigoal from thie sheriff,
i clips

{ apart,
| when®

$x8 stick, and the trap and its mecha-
like service belore.
corners of the beam fora
space of two inches were well  rounded
off s0 as to prevent any cutting of the
two coils of the rope which epcircled
it. Of the trap, the last spot from
which (’Brien viewed the sunshine of
that Heaven against which he
singed, little need
It was the same kind that is

nisai had secen

The four

Heaven,
had so
be said

grievously
nsed in every legal execution; merely
square when
When

iron on either side
underneath it holds
the doors in-position.

double doors five fewt
which open from below.
closed, a clip of

which projects

Connecting with
simple

these clips by a
mechanism is which
passes up through the floor to a height
hand when
It is hére at this lever that
the hangman stood awaiting the prear
Al the
proper time he ywrasps the lever, moves
the top of it less than a fool, the
are withdrawn, the doors fiy
being their position
weights, and whoever
or whatever may have stood & méieat
before in security is precipitated to
the depths below. In the northwest
scaffold stood an officer
| with the halysrds in his bands rusning
to a smull flagstaff surmounting the
stockade. At the instant the trap was
sprung a swall black flag was hoisted
it remaining on high un-
1y was cut dows.

a lever

convenient to a_  man's

held in
open by

corner of the

t& the breeze,
til the box

The scaffold proper is about ten feet
above the ground, the spage it occupies
being 16x24 in size, Lesding from
the outer enclosure to the upper por
Leading to

tion. i1s » (\vvtl’l‘ﬂ ﬁhl)l"l)

| then the hangman, the sheriff and -the | torious criminal in years was: launched | e scaffold snd south of it isa space

a

The condemned man walked with s
| firm step, never faltering an instant,

re- &ll I am the Virgin Mary and [ but talking constantly and laying his|

| curses right and left. He without as-
sistance took his position on the uup
legs were pinioned at
knees and ankles, Deftly the hangmnn
{ passed the rope around his veck, meass:

and in an instant he had the noose

made, the knot at the back of O'Brien’s|

head. As he was about to pull the cap

over his head the sheriff stopped him |

{and said :
‘George O'Brien, yon are about to
enter the presence of your God, amd I
ask you now and the last time to com-
fess your crimes: X
It is a duty you owe: to the judge, the

[ this community to tell “how you mur- |
{dered those poor boys om that Christmas |
{day. Are you man enough to do|
it?”’

The silence was so intense as to be
m:prmlve. every nerve of those pre-
| sent beinyg strained to the utmost, for
it was thought that if a conlession was

certaiply would be given. O'Brien
n'}v@r qaavered an iota, but leoking the |
abcr|l§n the eye he md in & voice |

perfectl
“Do yofx\{nt to hear the truth. 1

did not murder’

““Who did
| asked the sherif.

‘I do not kpow, nor do
thiug about it.”’

The hangman was bidden \odp his |

then?’’

linto etermity, He never nitered ap- |

equally as large as the platformn which

,mhn sound, never moved g muscle. Al commodated those who did - et care

'mm foot drop was given him and it is
{ thought the fall dislocated his neck.
| The body was aliowed to hang Y% min-

when it was examined by Police

Thompson - by means of a

phonenoscope and ptonouuecd dead,

The coffin was carried to a comvenient

lace and at 7:49 the corpse was low-

utes,
| Surgeon

ered into its

removing the rope

(
drawn.

The croner's jury immediately viewed |

| toe body and rendered a verdift that

,me deceased had come to bis desth by |
{ being hanged by the seck uatil he was |
J:ml.

Silently the crowd wended its way |
the  street and thus wes the
| curtain rung down om the lust act of |
ithe most frightful tragedy of modern |
times..

Whatever may be said of George

O’ Brien, it must-be admitted bhe went |

bis tate pwith s calm indiflercnce
| difficalt to contemplate. As be walked

‘up the stairway he asked one of his|

guards in a most matter of fact way

Hetiows to-die?*t

Be was clad in blee shirt, blue over-
{alls, with suspendéts and moccasins
upon his feet. § He diedas be
{lived, fearing neither God, man nor |
| the devil, au enemy to msnkind and a
19( to all who crossed his path.

THE GAIJ.OWS.
{  Geim and silent, surrounded by a
| 15-foot-wall of unplaned boards stood

to witness the painfel prelimisaries.
The view of theé condemped man as he
with the noose sbowt his'neck
| was hidden from those below, nor conld
they see apy part of the execution natil
the body had passed through the open-
ing and was writhing in its last con-
{ vulsive death struggies.

s STATEMENT,

stood

last resting plece. In|
it was found neces- |
sary to cut it, so tightly was the kuot |

O’'BRIEN'S

Yesterday aiternoon Attorney Bleeck-

¢r in responss 1o a reguest of O'Brien
Leniled -ut the jail and took down the

foliowing statement :

Statement of George O'Brien 0
Henry Bleecker, his sdvocate, Angust
{22, 1901
! I deny baviog musrdered F. W Clay-

Lyon Wallsce Relfe or one Olsen,
;u charge! against the and for one of
which murders | & condemined to
death. My delotse s written by me
to be published is true in all particu-
make this declaration as my

lars, 1

-4 ‘ to_be had atall, that was the time 'l How long did it take the other poor | last statement on the day previeus to
jelbows and obe at the waist. While

Tthe day appoinied for my execulion
{and protest with all wmy power that |

fam inbocent of the crimes charged

agsinst me and that I sm to sufler for
the deeds of others.
GEORGE O’BRIEN.
George H. Tweedy, '
Jno, A. Co_nnot,'
Witnesses,

_PRICE a5 CENTS

: DISASTER

i the Temporary
land, Ohio—A
sulted From

List of

peered down with ears intent,
soutds ceased again -
e mouth of the
irnace and the iron work was
The water that was thrown
ned to steam st once.
y after a deluge of  water had
own on the smoldering shaft,
wvas heard from the bottom,
for higlp. A line was thrown
ye shaft and slowly and care-
» man at the bottom was raised.
id face tovered with slime, his
wes and heaving chest told of -
or he had gone through during
‘s he had spent in the tanwnel.
William Curry, of Canton.
w as he could gasp, Curry said
7're all at the bottom of the
urry up.’'

shaft it was

ck snccession seven -others were
up from the foul and stidling
They were in a pitiable con-
They reported that two men
ing unconscious at the bottom
wft, A workman volunteered to
hese men aod he was quickly
into the shaft. and in & few
5 the udtonsciows men were
up-mnn- dead than alive,
ind pussibly two men are sup

be Iving dead in the tunnel,

away from the shalt to be v

this afternoon it became poss
nown that there men are still
tunnel. Their numes are Adam
and Victor Kauft.

e latter is known to be

bn  Hugine
dewd
: other two could sacreely have
the dead air all these hours
made 9 reach
ut the rescuers were driven oul,

Sunday Work.

case of Babbath violation
Manager Mizner of the N,
was on trial before Magis
Wroughton this sfisrnoown.
of three carpenters,
whom war the foreman who
arge of the work was taken
proséoution. The evidence
that the work had been
i that date s charged but
wmee set up was the work
a6 under the greatest nheove-
the shelving which was bw
was unstable and was
essing souree of danger (o
rke, and that had the work
e on any  other date it
have been not ouly & great
ore expespsive but wotild
¢ been of serious ‘interfer-
lh the business of the con-
d a great inconvenience to
ling public and sspacially to
ers/who would have been
od to loss waluable time
to have their orders filled.

© was postponed until Mon-
L.

attempls wese

idence

laced;

stamp photos at Goetaman's.
glessen. Piovesr drv. sore.
phou butions at (-m- ..
Kodak ﬁmnbmg wl (Bau.‘n #,
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