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The House met at two o'clock, and were
summoned by His'Excellency the Lieutenant
‘Governor to the Legislative Council Chamber
where heread the following
‘SPEECH:

Mr. President, and Ionorable Gentlemen of the
Legislative Counctl :

Mr. Speaker, and Gentlemen of the House of
Assembly ;

1. -It has been my good fortune, in other.portions
-of the British Empire, to have been brought in con-
tact, and to have enjoyed much ‘intercourse, with
Members of their Legistatures _‘Therecollections con-
mected therewith, und the resuits of such mutusal ac-
“sjuaintance, induce'me to lookforward with pleasure
‘to the estsblishment here of simtlar agreenble rela-
tions between Her Majesty’s Representative in Nova
Scotia and the Members of this Legislature,

‘2. Trejoice that our first meeting_l takes place at a
‘Thoment 8o auspicious tothe materigl prosperity of the
Province, that'I am enabled to congratulate you at
once on the late bountiful harvest, and on the unpre-
wedented increase of your revenue, as well as the re-
‘markable developraent of your most fmportant Ex-
ports and Imports.

8. This unusual

degree of prosperity is the more
-are invited to consider one of the gravest questiong—
Probably thegravest and most momentous question—
“ever submitted to the Legislature of this Frovince.
You are thus-enabled to bring to its consideration &
ereater amount of deliberate and calm reflection than
‘if-harassed by any disturbing pressure of lees fortun-
ate dircamstances.

$. At the opening of last Session, the Officer then
wdministering the Government alluded to the identit
of the interests of the British North American Marl-
time Provinces, and laid before you a proposal for
devising means of effecting their Union under one
Government, The consideration which you ther gave
to the question led to a resclution requesting the
Officer edministering the Government to aptpoint
Delegates, not exceedivg five in nymber, to confer on
that subject with Delegates from New Brunswick and
Prince Kdward Island.

6. It became my duty, on receiving permission from
Her Majesty's Government, to give effect to the Resor
lution. Therefore, with a view to a full and fair dis.
cnssion, 1 endeavored to bestow & natjonal character
on the.beiegatlon by requesting the aid of prominent
representatives of the two great leading parties in the
Province. I have directed the report presented to me
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fortunite, dccurring, as'it-does, at the time when you -
fl ¥

by those yentlemen to ‘be ‘laid ‘bofore you; ‘you win
thence learn their reasons for deferring “the final con-
aideration of the subject, which you had submitted 10
them, till another proposal, which had been made in
the interim, had been first di?osed of, mamely, that
of a general Union of British North America; -

6.~ Whén invited by-the Governor General to send
Delegates to Quebet fo discuss that wider question, I
considered it my duty to obtain previously the con-
sent of Her Majesty’s Government, I then appointed,
on’behalf of this Provinee, the same gentlemen who
had represented her interests in the first Conference,
Thd second Conference commenced its sittings gat
(;luebec on the 10th QOctober, and did not concjude
them till the 29th of that month.

7. _The restit of their labors, proposing a Union of
British North America, on certain conditions embod-
ied in seventy-two Resolutions, has already been made
public, and will now be officially communicated to
you with all the correspond con d therewith.

8. The highast authority on such a subject, the
Celonial Minister of the Crown, has recorded bhis
opinion of the labors of the Delegates, and bas glven
them credit for the warmest sentiments ot loyalty, as
also fur conducting their deliberations with a patient
sagacity, which enabled them to arrive &t common
fpnclusions on the most involved and difficult ques-

ions.

9. 1 feel assured that, irrespective of any political
difference of opinion, such encomiums from such a
quarter, on British North American statesmen, must
be deegly atifying to that great body of Her Majes-
ty’s subjects, who are proud to identify themselves
with the welfare and reputation of these Provinces.

10. A copy of the Despatch of the Secretary of
State, containing those opinions, ard conveying the
general approval biy Her Majesty’s Government of
the Quebec Resolutions s “ the best frame-work of &
Ineasure o be passed * by the Imperial Parliament,”
for the purposes therein more fully adverted to, was
received by me on the 22nd December, and. my
orders was published the same day for general {nﬁm
mation. You have, therefore, beén for many weeks
iu possession of the views of Her Ma esty’s Govern-
ment, and the country has for a ‘stil longer period
enjoyed the opportunity for discnssing the expe: ney
of the project of Union. ' ]

31. 1tis not my provinee, and I have no mission
to do more than afford you the freestscope for conside-~
ration of & proposal which seriously involves our own
prospects, and in reference to which you should be
competent to interpret the wishes and determine the
true intarests of the country. ' Ifeel sssured, however,
that whatever be the result of your deliberations, you
will deprecate attempts to treat in a narrow spirit, or -
otherwise than with dispassionate careand rudence,
& question 80 broad, thatin reality it covers tge ground
of all parties and precludes it from bécoming the
measure of merely one Government or one paty,




