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3d Session, 9th Parliainent, 5th Geo: IV.
It is in loue repect fortunate for tis Province, that the State ofi New-York lias found itself able, at so early a day, to attempt the

compiletion of an iinland navigation, wvhich miglit well have been thouglht to exceed its power. An exanple bas, in the progress of this great

worlk. lheen athîrtl to the people ai' Canada, sutiliciently applicable in ail essential points to fori the ground of satisfactory calculations.

Vith respect to the encrac thee of the country, (not noticing soie particiular features) the climate and change of seasons, which call

for some consideration. ic price of labour, and most profitable mode Of emnploîying it, the circinnstances arc so far sin:ilar as to make expe,

rience in the one country hîighly uselfid ii the other, and ie resemîîblaince in ther respects is suilliciently strong to enaible us to estiniate,

vith tolerablo acciracy, the probable efflects of such timproveients on ie commerce and the agriculture of this country, by observing the

p.rogress of both, uder the change of circumstancs, produced by the canal in the State of New-York.

With suchi advantages it is fair to piesune, ftiat the cnnmissioners and those tlev have employed, have not materially errem inhilicir

estiinate of the probable expenîse of ltie several iiprovenients suggestcd. There is at least muclIess room for apprehension Of any mate-

rial error being discovered in proceeding to put- tieir plans in execution, than ihere mighit have been under ather cireiunstances.

Upper Caiada, regarding onily itiose parts ofi it within the great waters which appear ta be capable of cultivation, contains an crea oï

about 50,000 square miles, the sait of whiei is, vith very tlitle exception, mnost favourable ta agriculture, and the climate beig equally pro.

pitious there is no doubt that we liut its sllictly peopled, its productions, aund consequently its trade, must be immense. An inspection

of the map discovers remarkable theilides atTlorded by nature to inland navigation ; and it is impossible but tbat in time, biesides those shorter

inand cuts connecting the different chains o' waters, and comnmunicating' at intervals with the St. Lawrence, advantage will be taken of the

remîarkable features of the country, to reider navigable witlioti interruption, the double access ta the ocean by the great waters composig

the froitier of the province, and by those wiichî incluse its setteulemments to tIh northward.
To these g-rand objects the public attention should undoubtedly first be called, for in thesc consist tre distinguishing advantagcs with

whichi te 'roviice is so remnarkably lavoured. It is very probable that works of a sirmilar nature, but of much more limited extent iniglit be

tiundertakenî in particutlar sections of teli Province with a more certain prospect of au imnrediate recomîpense, but there are reasons more

obviously applyîing to Upper Canada, thai perhaps tu amtnost any other country, why the accomplishmîent of the greater objccts should re-

ceive the irst, and engross thehvitle attention of the Province, though in the present state of trade and population, a less return of profit

sliuld follow tîheir conipletion,
It was no doubît witli this conviction tlint he lcgislature lias first and principally directed the attention of the commissioners "to the

exploring the most practicable route for a canal between Lake Erie and the easteri boundary of this Province."
Withi what suîccess they have perforned their duty is to lie learnt by an attentive perusal of their reports and an examination of their

estimates, which it is belied, so far as they mîîay he relied on, are by no means discouraging to those whio may have venitured before to
look forward ta the commencement of uiidertakings apparently so disproportionate to the present mieans of the Province.

Aier examininf the estinates and reports, the considerations remaining t0o bweighed, are, th'e probable influence of the projected

improveimients uiipon ur security and welfare, the scale on whiclh they should be atteumpted, the cepense at which they can bceaccomplishied,

and the ments aio îîmeeting that expenise, Ihe timte in which they nay and ought to be undertaken, and in what order,

Upon ail these points the Conmnissioncrs have Otrered very valuable remarks; and the comnmittee tnay without any censurable failure

in tieir dîutv, forbear mucti additionail observation of thleir own upon points upon wlhich great diversity of opinion will undoubtedly prevail,

huowever muci treyMay l hiscutssed, because tlev invoive considerations so various in their nature, and so combined a view niust be taken

of the several questions, that it would le vain ta pretend to demonstrate satisfactorily the precise conclusion to which the suggestions of the -

comiîînssioners ought, under all circurhstances, ta iead.

That a canal foi ingston to the Ottawa River, would, in the event of a war, not merely diminish beyond rucasure the charge ofO ur

defence, but render its snccess greatly more certain, admits ofno doubt. Hlappily present appearances indicate no interrîption of the good
unliderstanding between Great Britain and America, on the coitrary, they afford a wll-grouînded hope of its permanence ; but without bring-
ing probabilities into discussion it may be afirmed, tait it would be most imprudent to reckon securely on a very long continuance of peace.

Fi) tic vent af' a war, protracted as the last, tlic safety and the saving of transport, conducted by such a channel, woiuld, it is believed,

fully compensate t the nation the charge of the improvement, and it is most evident that togive full effect to the sound and liberal policy

which lias crea'ed the military settlements on the Rideau, & introduced, since the war, a loyal population of more than 10,000 souls where
there was before no hihabitant, and whîch is now surnmounting at a considerable expense the interruption of the navigation of the Ottawa, it

is necessary to perfect the water communication removed from thic encry's frontier, and leading in truth, frmn the ocean to Kingston, vhich
is the key ta Lake Ontario and tie principal miiitary station in the Province. The saine reasoning applies, but in a less degree, to the pro.
posed canal connecting i.akes [rie and Ontario, such a work would undoubtedly facilitate military operations in defence of the Province
to a great extent under any probable circumstances, but it would nat so decidedly ensure the safety of thewestern portion ofthe Province as
the tirst nentioned canal would of the eastern, because the enemy, if in possession of the Lake, miglit still cut off resources from below, and
render ic benefit of stuclh a work partial and tuncertain.

Witi respect to the advantages to tradc & commerce which the projected communications %vould procure, little can be said that has not
been urged and nothing, that observation in a neighbouring country does not readily suggest. In this view, the improvement which
would connect the waters of Lake Erie and Ontario, is uidoubtedly the most important, biecause, the more remote that portion of
the Province is fron the ocean, tc more ruinous to its commerce and consequenly to its agriculture, is any natural obstruction which in-
creases nateriaily tie difficulty of transport.

To a coutry so situated, tic nanufactures its inhabitants consume come at a higher charge, aid if the only articles they can furnish
in return are subject ta disadvantages vhtich almost exclude then from the markets, there is reason ta fear a depression of circunstances,

a discouragement to exertion, and-ultimately peirhaps, even a consequent inferiority in moral character, amidst great positive advantages af
clinmate and soit.

When the great importance in a commercial point of view, of an uninterrupted navigation fron the country bordering on Lake Erie is
tlus consideredl, it is very gratifying ta fitnd talit a hoipe is held out of its speedy accomplishment by the exertions o a private company at a

uiici less expense than that contemnplated by the cormmissioners, but by a route which may perhaps as effeectually serve the interests of the
country in timne of peace.

If ie Wellaind Canal should proceed upon tire scale now contemplated by thre company, àdiÉtingof sloop navigation, it i a 'sup-
posed that, for alt purposes of' commerce, the execution of the plan rcported by the c'omrnuissioners; might be postponed tilt the population of
the country should becone stchl as ta warrant its beinig entertained for the reasons t1hat it would erve the interests af a much greater extent
of interior country and would terminate at a saier and mre conuodious harbour.

'l'le latter reason would undoubtedly indicamte the canal projected by the comamissioners as ihat which vould best conduce ho the mili.
tary defence Of ei country-but if the Welland Canal should ie carried succesfully tIroúgh, it iscoceived that no ,sicfient motive
1would renain for desiring tie conpletion of the other untit umany more nesrsar inprovermens ai a similar kind lied been fs excuted.

'Tlie banfits which nay lie expected tu accrue to agriculiur'eand trade frorm a e aleading to taiva froni ingstdn are investi.
gated ah sanie ength in t0e paler alludedto, (No. ) and althiough vith whatever candour and intelligence theinquiry is there conductcà,
it is very passible thiat ic results may appear questionable ta:nany the commite vill not pretend toa iscss te meris of an estîinte
founded on details by which it may beto a certain degree verified or conradictedby auywl bave mOre u a tr o iy t
exinie thremt.

The question on what sc'le it would be expedien t tindertake dither o canais SCOt s tdahtav
to the couniseionersand it cerhainuj isone vhidh cudmits of muchuizcssion am c asrbcattion
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