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1t is in ouc respect fortunate for this Province, that the State of New-York has found itsell able, at so early a day, to attempt the
completion of an infand navigation, which might well have been thought to exceed its power.  An example has, in the progress of this great
work. been atforded to the people off Canada, sufficiently applicable in all essential points to form the ground of satisfactory calculations.

With respect to the aeneral face of the country, (not noticing some particular featurcs) the climate and change of seasons, which call
{or some consideration, the price of labour, and most profitable mode of employing it, the circumstances are so far sin: dlar as to make expe-
rience in the one country highly useful in the other, and the resemblance in other respects is sulliciently strong to enable us to estimate,
with tolerable accuracy, the probable effects of such improvements on the commerce and the agriculture of this country, by observing the
progress of both, under the change of circumstances, produced by the canal in the State of New-York.

With such advantages it is fair to presume, that the cormissioners and those they have ewployed, have not materially crrcd in thelr
estimate of the probable expense of the several improvements suggested.  There is at least much less room for apprehension of any mate.
rial error being discovered in proceeding to put their plang in execution, than there might have been under other circumstances.

Upper Cinada, regarding only those parts of it within the great waters which appear to be capable of cultivation, containg an erca of
about 50,000 square miles, tlxc soil of which is, with very lmle exception, most favourable to agriculture, and the climate being equally pro.
pitious there is no doubt that when it is sulliciently peopled, its productious, and conscquently it trade, must be immense. An inspection
ol the map discovers remarkable facilities afforded by nature to inland navigation ;- and it is impossible but that in txme, besides those shorter
injand cuts conuecting the different chains of waters, and communicating at intervals with the St. Lawrence, adv'xnlnﬂe will be h\\cn of the
remarkable features of the country, to render navigable without interruption, the double access to the ocean by the great “atcrs wmposmn
the frouncr of the Province, and by these which inclose its settlemerents to the northward.

I'o these grand objects the public attention should undoubtedly first be called, for in these consist the dlstlnf'UIShln" -u]vnnhrfcs with
which the Proviuce is so remarkably lavoured.  Itis very probable that works of a similar nature, but of much more limited extent might be
undertaken in particutar seetivns of the Provinee with a more certain prospect of an immediate recompense, but there are reasons more
obviously applying to Upper Cauada, than perhaps to aknost any other country, why the accomplishment of the grchter objcets should re-
ceive the tirst, aud engross the whole attention of the Province, though in the presem state of trade and populauon, alessreturn of profit
should follow their completion, .

It was no doubt with this conviction that the legislature has first and prmc:pally directed the attention of the | commlsswners v {o the
exploring the most practicable route for a canal between Lake Erie and the eastern boundary of this Province.”

With what success they have performed their duty is to be learnt by an attentive perusal of their reports and an evlmmahon of their
estimafes, which it is believed, so far as they may be relied on, are by no means disconraging to those who may have vcmured before to
look forward to the commencemeat of undertakings apparently so disproportionate to the present means of the Province.

After examining the estimates and reports, the considerations remaining 1o be weighed, are, the probable influence of the projected
improvements upon our sccurity and welfare, thie scale on which they should be attempted, the expense at which they can be accomplished,
and the means of meeting that expense, the time in which they may and ought to be undertaken, and in what order. -

Upon all these points the Comunissioners have offered very valuable remarks; and the committee way without any censurable failure
in their duty, forhear much additional observation of their own upon points upon which great diversity of opinion will undoubtedly prevml
however much they may be discussed, because they involve considerations so various in their nature, and so combined a view must be wken
of the several questions, that it would be vain to pretend to demonstrate satlsfaclonly the precxsc conclusxon to whu.h lhe sumvesuons of the
commisgioners ought, under all circumstances, to jead. ' " '

That a canal from Kingsten to the Ottawa River, would, in (he event of a war, not mercly diminish beyond moasu:-e the charge of our.
defence, but render its suceess greatly more certain, admits of no doubt.  Flappily present appearances indicate no interruption of the good
understanding between Great Britain and America, on the contrary, they afford 2 well-gronunded hope of its permanence ; but without bring-
ing probabilities into discussion it may be affirmed, that it would be most imprudent to reckon securely on a very long continuance of peace.

fn the event of a war, protracted as the last, tic safety und the saving of transport, conducted by such a channel, would, it is believed,
fully compensate to the nation the charge of the improvement, and it is most evident that to give full effect to the sound and liberal policy
which has ereated the military sottlements on the Rideau, & introduced, since the war, a loyal population of more than 10,000 souls where
there was hefore no inhabitant, and which is now surmounting at a consndcnb}e expense the interruption of the navlganon of the Ottawa, it
is necessary to perfect the water communIC‘mon removed from the enemy’s s frontier, and leadmfr in truth, from the ocean to I\mmton, which
is the key to Lake Ontario and the principal nulnary station in the Province.” The same reasoning applies, but in a less degree, to the pro- ‘
posed canal connecting fakes Erie and Ontario, such a “ork would undoubtedly fnmhtate military operahonq in df»fonce of the Provmce

to a arcat extent under any probable circumstances, but it would not so decu]edlv ensurc the safety of the we«lern portlon of the Province as™ -

the first mentioned canal would of the eastern, because the enemy, if in possessxon of the Lake mwht stxll cut off resourccs from below, and .
render the benefit of such a work partial and uncertain.

With respect to the advantages 1o trade & commerce which the pro;ected commumcauons would procure htﬂe can be saud that has not
been urged and nothing, that observation in & nemhbounng country does not rcudxly sungcst In this view, the xmprovcmcnt which
would connect the waters of Lake Eri rie and Ontario, is uudoubtedl) thie most’ xmportant because, thc more remote that portion of

the Province is from the ocean, the more ruinous to 1ts comuerce and consaquenﬂy to its ag,nculturc, is any natuml obstructmn wlnch -
creases naterjaily the difficulty of transport. . . . ‘ , L

‘T'o a country so situated, the manufactures ns mhabxtants consume come at a }n"her charge, nnd if lhe only’ arucles thcy c:m furmah ‘
inreturn are subju,t to disadvantages which almost exclude them trom the m‘uketa “there s reason to fear 2 dcprcssnon of. cucumstances

a discouragement to exertion, and ultimately perh.xps even a consequem. mfcnomy in moral character, axmdst grcal posxuvc advnntages of
climate and soil. S < ‘ . o S

When the greal importance ina commercxal pomt of view, of an unmtermpted navmauon from thc country bordermg on Lake Ene is
thus considered, it is very gratifying to find that a hope is held out of i its speedy accomplxshment b) the exertions of a pnvale company ata

uuch less expense than that contunplalcd by the commxsswncrs, but by a routc whlch may perhaps as eﬁ'cctu.xlly serve the mterests ot the
coantry in time of peace.. . : g LT :

If the Welland Canal should procccd upon thc scale now contemplatcd by the company, admxm’yg oi’ sloop nuvxgatnon 1t IS to be sup~ o

posed that, for all purposes of commerce, the execution of the plan rcported by the. commlssxoners.’mnghl bc postponcd till. the populauon of

the country should become siich as'to warrant its being entertainied for'the reasons that itw ixld serve the mterests of a2 much urenter extent
of interior country and would terminate at a safer and more commodious harbour, ‘

‘The latier reason would uudoubledly indicate the canal pro‘ected by the comm
tary defcnce of the country—~but if the Welland Canal should ‘be cnmed succcssfully through n is. concewcd that no; sulﬁuent mome :
wuu\ld remain fur dmmmr the completwn of the other uxm[ many more nqcessary lmprmemcnts of a sumlar kmd’had been ﬁrst xccuted

it is very poaslblc that the resultq may appear quesuonable to' many
founded on details by wlm,h it may bc o2 ccrtam dcﬂree verified or comradlcted by' ny‘




