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The Country School Fair
ARTICLE III

The Reasons Why
!T}y Ira Stratton

A great many question* are asked as 
to the School fair anil the work which 

* in U;ing specially encouraged where the 
fair* thrive I dint.. The educational value 
of competition in ordinary nehool work 
wa* admitted long lief ore men were able 
to agree an to the rotundity of the earth’* 
surface and it han nearcely been chal-

bramn and trained brain* the contempt 
in which agriculture and some of the 
trade* are held will noon pan* away and 
mankind will once more be “ born free 
and equal.”

Ah Recreation
If the idea that these vocational
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lenged since. Only how lxi*t to promote 
competition han been debated.

A* the regular school work should 
occupy a prominent place at, the School 
Fair the ease on behalf of the fair is 
already established. Hut why go out 
beyond the orthodox, hide-bound school 
curriculum? l et the answer be another 
question, “Why play?” The school 
gardening, agriculture, manual training, 
cooking, etc., etc., have a value if only 
as recreation. They are better than hap­
hazard play in that there is a definite 
purpose and plan making towards an 
end which has been made attractive. 
They give the student a fair measure of 
relief from the monotony of book work.

Finding Their Vocation
As very many are in no sense book­

worms by nature, these little excursions 
into the realm of other practical voca­
tions may aid the pupil to determine 
what the Omniscient One intended him 
to do. They may aid the wise parent 
or teacher in helping the pupil to a, 
decision. The greatest loss to this 
country does not arise simply thru the 
boys leaving the farm, but thru the large

nof vocational misfits. If a little 
e vocational in and around school 
aids even a few to find their true calling 

in life, much will have been accom­
plished.

In a country where so great a per­
centage live by manual labor and fully 
one half by following some branch of 
agriculture, and where a common bond 
of sympathy between the different classes 
is so often lacking, may not the enquiry 
into agriculture and handiwork foster 
and develop an intelligent sympathy with 
both if not a burning desire to follow 
one or the other? May not a more in- 

Telligent and sympathetic co-operation 
be the outcome?

If this can be gained without im­
pairing the regular school course (where 
it has been attempted the school &ork 
has not suffered) it would certainly seem 
a desirable tiling to do. If the result 
lie a broader citizenship it will be well 
worth all the attendant efforts.

We choose our occupations on the 
basis of either pleasure or profit. Other­
wise we simply yield to circumstances. 
No vocation ran promise us pleasure 
unless we understand something of its 
language. It can never yield the full 
measure of profit unless we understand 
it thoroughly. How often we arc fooled 
as to what we may get pleasure out of. 
If to those w ho are doomed, or privileged, 
by fats’ or choice to follow agriculture, 
an added zest may lie given by a greater 
or an earlier knowledge and by develop 
ing habits of systematic enquiry and 
experiment, life will be made to mean 
much more. If the idea once gets 
abroad that there is room at the car­
penter’s bench or on_ the farm fot real

exercises may serve as healthful recrea­
tions can be developed (and it can), is it 
.not I otter that the future business man 
lie trained to a keen relish for gardening 
and the fixed habit, of seeking change

channels thru which only expenditure 
must flow?

To Train Self Reliance
The writer once saw a man of 67 years 

come to town with his son, a hard work­
ing man of *26, to assist h"m in purchasing 
a pair of boots, lest a few cents be need­
lessly expended. In after years the 
world wondered why the younger man 
lacked judgment to handle properly the 
affairs of the estate. His judgment had 
not been developed by extending to him 
the priceless privilege of paying the, cost 
of his own mistakes.

The pupil who goes into poultry raising 
or some of the kindred lines of activity 
will develop a faculty for business if 
allowed to reap the profits and re-in vest 
the monies. About four miles from here 
is a young man who owns most of the 
herd of cattle on his father’s farm as 
the outcome of being allowed to own a 
heifer a good few years ago and to con­
tinue to own the heifer and her offspring. 
That young man grieves to hear his 
father talk of leaving the farm and last 
year handed hi® father a sum of money 
to help renovate the home.

On September 10 we heard a speaker 
say: “When I was a boy in Ontario 
my father gave me a little red calf. I 
fed it morning and night for three years 
and gave it several hundred free lunches 
at .noon It turned three in fine con-
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from his regular occupation in _one de­
cidedly different, but almost equally 
useful, than that he tie left to seek variety 
thru avenues no more healthful, but 
often more expensive? How often the 
business man’s recreation is all outlay 
and no income! A well cared for garden 
might be as health-producing as an 
automobile and hit the cost of living 
from an entirely different angle. Whether or 
not the garden work may be justly styled 
recreation is largely a matter of early 
training. Let the early training be wisely 
given. ,

1 hat which is to be learned for life’s 
work is best learned when young. Who 
knows what life’s work will actually be 
when the world has progressed For another 
twenty-five years? I dfcses due to in­
experience are as well confined to the 
small plots as to be left to all but devastate 
the broad fields in after years.

In these dpys of stress the farmer is 
advised to'Tiave no idle acres. They 
study carefully to have no “hoarders” 
in the dairy herd. This winter the earn­
ing power of each horse next summer 
is weighed against the high price of oats. 
They, the much advised farmers, are 
told to fill all of the months with some 
sort of productive effort: the mechanic, 
is cautioned against extravagance.

If there is something which a boy or 
girl can do at a profit without arresting 
their mental or physical development 

, why should they not be at it?, Why not 
have every person on the farm in direct 
charge of some of the machinery of 
production or intelligently guarding thu

dition.rr It, was, sold and I never saw a 
cent of the money. I went out of the 
little red calf business right then and 
there Since that time no man has been 
able to give me a little red calf. That

training is possible in the one roomed 
school.

In the agricultural experiments much 
has been accomplished if only the pupils 
come to have some conception of what is 
possible in production and then begin 
the study of reconciling as nearly as 
may be the possible with the econom­
ically profitable. The boy in his teens 
is the better for knowing the possibilities 
of reproduction in standard grains, 
potatoes, etc , under the most favorable 
conditions. He is then ready to in­
vestigate the existing conditions He is 
thf> better for knowing from his own 
personal experience just about how fast 
a well-bred likely pig can be made to 
grow. When this is known he may then 
study what number of pounds per month 
proves most profitable.

The School Fair is simply an organized 
form of giving stimulus and zest to the 
work.
_____ Preparation for Life __ ___r_

The work of the Junior Associations 
tends to fit the boys and girls for stepping 
right out. of school into life. In past 
years the most highly trained product 
of our schools has gone into the pro­
fessions and mostly- worked for self 
until wealth or a competency lias been 
acquired and often until the page has 
been turned down on life forever. What 
the country needs from its expensive 
school system is "a generation of students 
armed with efficiency and stepping out 
irAo life prepared to assume its respon­
sibilities and to lift at once their fair 
share of the common burdens.

Many a man has acquired some edu­
cation and yet has been robbed of much 
of the satisfaction of living because he 
lacked the faculty of turning his education 
to account in helping his fellows in some 
movement. Forced to the chair in some 
meeting he spoils the business and suffers 
untold agonies because he had no early 
training in such work. He is asked to act 
as secretary, but is conscious that he 
would make a bungle of it. Sometimes 
this is true even after much schooling 
has been acquired.

Hundreds of men have the ability to 
do some things well, but, were not trained 
to tell their fellows either by pen or by 
word of mouth what they have learned 
from the doing. They might have been 
trained to tell it in both ways without 
impeding their progress in school. The 
School Fair and its organizations help to 
give this training.

In real life fairs lose some of their 
usefulness because men of mature years 
are not game enough to enter a contest 
unless they feel that they have cinched 
the award. Very, very often they arc- 
poor losers.

The School Fair develops the faculty
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experience, ladies and gentlemen, had 
much to do with my leaving the farm.” 

Please contrast the two cases. 
Being handy with the more common 

tools is a drawback to no one and manual

for doing both. It also develops the 
judgment which helps the juvenile or 
the adult to know when he is entitled 
to lose.
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