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than the Couterence  Temperance
meeting Leid in Wesley  Chapel.
ev. John AL Williams, Viee-Presi-
dent of the Conterence, opened with
an carnest  address. Ten minute
speeches were the order of the even.
ing. Revs..J. S. Coilin, and George

B(»}«L with ifon. J J. Rogerson and
JN. Freeman, Esq., were in the list
ot talkers, A choir of Jubilee Sing-
ers, trained by Rev, Josephus O'Baa-
youn, formerly pastor ot the African
Methodist Chuareh, Halitax,
some of the sweetest musie we have
ever heard.

oave

Frequent meetings have been held
])}' the delecates trom the three East-
ern Conterences, in accordance with
the resolution at their recent sessions,
in order to adjast certain matters rel-
ative to our Supernumecrary Fed.
The 12y delegates as well s |
ical have shown their interest in this
matter, thouzh the very numerous
”l\'

¢ attendance onail ocea-

committee meetings - of session

have render
sions impossible.
The debate

brought to 2 close was that upon the

ouly  importan. vet

the cler- !

be
of the world o

reat wonders

S0

near one «f the «
he tempted to
steal away trony business to look at
More than

its magnificence i

i? ouce, as we viewed
om various points,
we !hwll'_ﬂl! ot the :!'_'u't! man who sur
prised s friends by his strong wish
to see it, expiaining that in the world
to come he would hardly be able
to for t-
ing one of God's great works helow
But where there
ference doings to report one must

forgive himseit not visi
is 20 much of Con-
not
Thisrush of the
waters of Lake Erie, and of the other

let his pencil loose

immense lakes which lie beyond it,
as they tumble madly over rocks and
among islands, and finally over im-
mense precinices, in search of
outlet and a level

tion. One =lm- st feels, as he views
their toree the frail

to island,

“n
is heyond deserip-
of

from some

bridges which link island

, as the Indian telt who regarded v leap

literary qu-ldifications to be reqgnired |

of a candidate tor our ministry. Sev-
eral thoughttul and vigorous speeches
on this to
and lay
educuted
to contend

were given by clerieal

delerates. The most hichly

were not in all cases inciined
for a high standard, while
others, iike a venerable minister who
had graduated in the school of “*trib-
ulation,™
ious that their younger brethren and

apoeared most deeply anx-

successors should be thoroughly fur-
nished for their important work. For
a year ortwo a higher rate of average
in the pre<ent eourse will be asked,

but in i»31 and theneeforward each
candidate will be required to produce
@ certificate o

1 some college or university.

into the roaringz, impetuous waters as
a favorite mode ot committal of one’s
(GINERY

gelt into the keeping of the

Spirit.  Just betore leaving home a

{friend who had read a deseription of
the ¢ Cave ot the Winds?
Hours said
will visit the (
all

Withrow saw.

in Plivisag

to me, *tof course you

"1 did, but

rainbows that

e,

D

raa oy el
I was trying to find

ed to see the

| my eyes, which were almost whipped

|
{ out by the

|
ability to matriculate |

With the publie the topic of inter. !

« -t is the proposed union of the vari-
i~ Moth

j4estion concerning street naviga.

dist bodies,  Several times
1o, dadicating my business in Ham-
1. ¢, has been followed, in Scotch
% by another respecting the
of this movement.  Just
pro=peet ot early consum-

J regi 39
W e
n.ien isnot brilliant. A large com-
1. ‘tee from cur Conference has had

il meetings with several com-

1 lees from other  Conterences.
‘I hese have now reached a point be-
Vo nd which they-can scarcely advance
vl the Conterence shall have had
i opportunity to discuss the subject
ntogreater length.,

Lay representa-
ti'nin a

all chureh courts is strongly
desired by the Primitives and Bible
Christians, who, if Iam rot mistaken,
are inclined to make common cause
with the Methodist Episcopal friends
in a demand for a General Superin-
tendent to bLe elected for a term of
twelve years.  Such a demand, it is
evident, is likely to give a breathing-
time to all sections,

On Wednesday Dr. Sutherland's
resolutions on the ** Powers ot the
President of the General Conterence”
were brought torward, In the morn-
ing they were introduced by the mover
with some pleasant remarks respect-
ing his real and reported position on
the subjeet, and in the afternoon they
were warmly discussed as g \\'hnll!
by several ministers and livime
f«vl'!' hen fd »

t i)(‘-
sent to the Comuittee on

the Govornment of the Churel, Drs,
Dowart and Williams, John Maclon.
ald, E<q . De, Allison, Judee Jones,
J. No Precman, Esqg, and sRev, J.
Grahain were the Speihers, i the
ordci ned. The connexion be-
tweer < subject and thas of A‘]wki,.,,
dist 1 n will cause it, on its return
from t nds of

tie Comumittee, to

; (;lill\pﬁ'\'“‘ wore indeed (ZLII,’,_’EI[

blinding wind and water.
by u

ot rainbows, but then hLe remained

| there two hours and spent the next
| .

two days in bed.
! . . .

to sce the rainbows in all their beau-

Surely he deserved

a few hours
On
again and again,
and he would have to confess at the

all what is

,‘\ll"l‘
amoene ~uch

ty.
stay
should visit them

wonders ?

end of a hundred repetitions that with
each visit they had grown in impres
siveness. This is the case frequently

with man’s great works : it is always

i So with those of the Almighty worker,

Wednesday was spent in the dis
ot Mr.
An eftfort to press them to a vote was

cussion Bond's resolutions,
negatived, and the several resolutions
and amendments presented the
course ot the discussion were sent to

in

a committece which wil! no doubt talk
itselt into an accord which the C

ference could

pare some will
little
among questions is the Transter sub-

ject.

proposition  which

neeil discussion. A question
A road seems to lead to it from
every topic that comes before t
Conference.

e
The acticn of the Gen-
eral Conference of 1878 on Transfers
is now really the point at issue.

Great fault has been found with
some of thc press reports of Confer-
ence proceedings,  Any witticism or
pleasantry is given with much more
care than the solid work actuallydone.
Sach reports seem little better than
a burlesque. Other and larger papers
have done beiter. And I hear that a
part ot the reports alluded to has
been telegraphed to Halifax !

The weather for a day or two has
beenvery hot. Several former Bermu-
dian pastors think it could scarcely
be surpassed at the South. The %l,':hlt
of a thin coat tempted one to “*crack’

.

the command rainst coveling “‘any.
thing that is thy neighbor's,” »
My attention has been called to an
error in the report of the first davs
proceedings.  The decision ot the
General Conference Special Com-
mittee on an appeal from Dr.' Wil.
linms azuinst the ruling ot the Pres
ident of the
upon the

[.ondon Conterence was

of the sl

titipetteon

ol steward-, liot upon thelr 1
iy
SErr. 2uth,
The o ferenee s Now  <ten .-
P seenasl gReEs .
at work. ‘\1, ;yv.”;, aflernoon and

cvening ]

essions  are br:.r‘g h

not reach, and then pre-

winistry of Mr. Cather, to whom he

mave a warim Zrasp ot the hand, tel

ing him that there was another Wil-
liam Cather in the person of a son of
his. - The visit ot the Rev. F. W.

Driggs, of the DBritish Conference, is

for the soliciting of funds tor the

erection at Birmingham ot a church

in memory ol Francis "Asbury, who

went from that part of Britain to be
the apostle ot American Methodism.
A meetingof an important Cnmittee
prevented the writer from hearing
Mr. Brigg's lecture on Asbury.

Last week Revs. Messrs. Griffiths
and Antlifl, excellent brethren of the
Primitive Methodist Chareh, brought

oreetinges

cloquent g

ftom  that body.
They hopedthatthere would beno need
of a repetition of that daty and there
is reason to expeet that their wish
will be gratiticd.  The Committee on
Union, composed of delegates from
the Methodist
Methodist,

branchez, ha

Episcopal, Primitive
Dible

adjourncd to meet in

and Christian

Toronto Whatever
of

own hurch and

in November,

difficultics may be in the way
un:on between our
. ” .

stot those just Mmentioned,
1 6 oy % oy 7 . 1
there is dittie on eigdepASide to hinder
1 with the Primitive
Caunada, We
a mceeling of our ()@.\'n

Union Committee on Tuesday evenine
o (]

an early connexior
Methodists ot under-
stand that at
resolutions vhich indi-
cate the probability of an early and
favorable

were p:n\t'(l

settlement of the whole

q nestion,

The Suverannuation Fund ot the
Western Conterenees, which has not
been in a very satisfactory state, has
occupied some time, It i< hoped that
the prospects of those who will have
to lean heavily upon it will ¢row

brighter througzh recent |1

cgislution.

Our own Fund, so successtully man-

aged by Dr. Pickard, has occupied a
inrge share ot attention from Eastern
delegates,  Recent changes in its
constitution, formally sanctioned hy
the

to increase its efliciency,

General Conferencee, are likely
We erred
in a previous letter in saying that Dr
Pickard visited Hamilton in connex-
ion with this Fund:

niember of the

he came as

a
General Conference

Speceial Comunittee,
V. /o . .
Publii¢hing interests have come in
f
Catecuism is

r a share of attention.
to

The revised

be published, bat

with proof-texts from the authorized

version of the Scriptures. Strong
arguments were advanced in behalt
of proofs from the revised New Tes-
tament, but they were urged in vain.
A favorable reception has been given
to the Hymn.-Tune Book, for some
time in course of preparation by cer-
tain gentlemen in the East. The
former officials in the Book Room
and Editorial Department have all
been re-clected—the Editors of the
Guardian and Magazine by good ma-
jorities; the Brok Stewards of the
Toronto and Halifax Book Rooms
and the Editor ot tne WESLEYAN, by
The several
ments of our Collegiate and Acade-

acclamation,

mic work have been under review, | be so amended, as to admit lay repre-

' sentation in the Annual Conferences,

General satisfaction has been express-
c¢d. Our Institutions have
had a good share of honorable men-

Eastern

tion, and Western brethren not
unwilling to admit that, in spite of

rare gitts made in the West, the gen-

are

erosity ot the triends ot education in
the East has been worthy of special
remark. The only educational insti-
tution ot our own church at Hamilton
is the Ladies® College, of which Dr.
Burns
At hi

those of them who were goft” duty,

successful

lI.'.‘

is the principal.

s inviiation the S

lerate

spent a p.easant evening last week

—————

For Literary notices see eighth page.

| prospects for an early consummation

| tendency in that direction.

|

depart- |

| N -~
{on the last Tuesday of November.

i the Quarterly DBoards for approvalo

{

, OF |

1 1n order to

ed union.

Kinz's Co., N.B., who was himself a
Mount Allison the
year, we understand, the old Academy

student  of first

was opened.

The Editor Mr.

Tweedie's success was announced at

informs us that

General Conference as follows :

Just after Rev. Dr. Orniston
(Presbyterian) of New York had con-
cluded an eioquent address, in which
p .
L}-

erson, and charged strongly in favor of

he spoke lovingly of the late Dr.

Victoria University, President Inch
of Mount Allison read a despatch an-
nouncing the very marked success of
Wm. M. Tweedie, a Mount Allison
graduate, in the Gilchrist scholarship

competition. The announcement was

received with applause and hearty |
conuratulations were tendered to Dr.
Inch.

Believing that our readers are all |
just now decply interested in the pro-

ceedings of the General Conference,

we give a large portion of our space
this week to the reports. A synopsis
of the address of Dr. Studley, frater-
nal delezate of the M. E. Church, of

the United States, is given on our

31X

of

the attention of the Conference, and

h paze. The union (uestion is one

the most important now occupying

we are pleased to report that difficul-
ties are disappearing, the

and that

for a united Methodism
The (hris-
tien Geordian in its last issue says :

of the wish

in Canada, are cheerine,

Considerable progress has been
made in Hamilton in the direction of
Methodist union.  For some time past

there has been a silent but powerful

The spir- |
it of all the pegotiating parties was
liberal and brotherly. Nothing could
exeeed the frankness and earnestness
with which the representatives of
Primitive and Episcopal Methodism
to our Conference spoke in favor of
unity. Indeed, so strong is the feel-
ing for union, that the movement is
not out of danger of being injured by |
too great a precipitancy in hurrying

forward organic unity, before all the |
practical difticulties have been over-
come. The result largely turns upon
the answers to two questions: (1.)
How shall all the ministers be advan

tageously stationed and properly sup-
ported /  (2.) How far will our own
Church be willing to seriously derange
and alter her present carefully adjust-
ed constitution, in order to meet the
wishes of the ditferent bodies which
may unite. In view of the numerous
congregations of our Church which
would not be at all affected by a union
it can hardly be expected that import-
ant changes can be made in the prin-
ciples of our present constitution to
accommodate the wishes of the differ-
ent bodies, unless these changes are
believed to be improvements. At any
rate, the matter must be submitted to
the Quarterly Meetings before the
final decision. We trust that divine
wisdom and grace will be given to
guide to such conclusions as may be
best adapted to promote the progress
of the work of God throughout Cana-
dian Methodism,

The union Committee has present-
ed a report strongly favoring union,
and recommending our discipline to

and an Itinerant General Superinten-
dency in some form. It further re-
commended that a mixed Committee
be appointed to meet the Committee
of other bodies in the City ot Toronto

The plan of union to be submitted to

r

or otherwise in February next ; thelr
decision Lo be immediately sent to the

Secretary of the General Conference.

and if it be found that two-thirds de-

clare in favor of union the Presiden
1 1 . 1 . . -
shall convene the Gieneral Conference

vive etl to the pr POS-
A full report will

ap-
pear in our next issue,

. of the

| cannot move at all.

| Conferences,

S ——— e e e e~ e

hind the 70 The Methodist Ecu-
h\'lll

one year

menical Couference was in

ago,

city of London, just
and ahnost every relizious paper in
Christendom had something to

about it.

say

GENERAL (ONFERENCE,
Contiwred from fiest pasge,

I should bhe met by my opponents

with the reply, ¢ Well, that is put as
we would have it ; we don't want a
President with authority.” Buat, to

my surprise, I was met by a chorus of
denials, and statements that the Pre-
sident possessed enormous powers,
even beyond those which I propose to
confer upon him. I thought to myself,
well, if this is our position, it is high
time that the prerogatives and powers
President of the Conference
should be defined by the Discipline of
the Church ; that weshould notleave to

" anybody this immense power without

some safeguard. I may say frankly,
that if there are any m the Con-
ference who hold the views that the
President of the Conference should
have no authority, 1 do not agree
with thew. 1 think he should
have authority in matters of law and
Discipline—or rather, my idea is that
the President of the General Confer-
ence should have authority along
the line of legislation, and the author-
ity of the Annual Conferences, and
the Presidents thercof should lie
along the line of the pastoral relation.
The only thing we don’t detine now
is the powers and duties of the Pres-
ident of the General Conference, and
we seem to shut out the whole thing
by that one clause of Discipline which
declares that he shtll exercise no sn-
perintendence whatever over the
work of the Connexion. That is, we
put-a man in the most responsible po-
sition which the Church could place
him. and where he ought to do a grand
work for the Church, and ouzht to do
it in disciplinary lines, and then we
leave him like Paul's ship in the Adri-
atic, ftirinly anchor him, so that he

We should rewm-
edy this strange anomaly, and either
say clearly that the President has no
powers, and 18 not intended to have
any, or else define his duties and let
himrgo forward in God’s name and
discharge them. For this general su-
pervision he shall be held responsible,
and methods provided for calling him
to account if he acts 1n an unconstitu-
tional or tyrannical manner. T have
proposéd tirst to atfirm this principle
thus :

““ Whereas it is highly impertant
in order to the efticient working of
the Methodist system, that there
should be not only harmonious ad-
Justment of its various parts, but also

| that the same fundamental principles

should pervade its entire economy.”’

This principle may be assumed, un-
less some persons suppose it smacks of
revolution, which I am unable to sece.
Secondly,

‘“ And whereas, the principle of su-
pervision has been recognized from
the beginning, has been an essential
factor in our circuit, district, and Con-
ference organizations.”

This is a position which, I think,
nobody will call in question,—

‘ Therefore, in the judgment of

| this’Conference, it is expedient and

desirable that the same principle
should be so extended as that, with-
out trenchingon the rights of Annual
it may embrace the
whole Connexion.”

Here it becomes a matter ot opinion,
and there is room for an expression
of judgment as to whether this prin-
ciple of supervision should reach over
the whole Connexion, or be limited
in its scope and application.

‘“ Resolved, that the President of

i the General Conference shall er-officio
possess the powers and exercise the

duties herein expressed and detined.”
‘1. He shall hold office during the
quadrennial period following his elec-
tion.
2. He shall preside over all ses-
sions of the General C dur-
inz his term of oftice, and shall be
eo-ctitcio chairman of the Stationing
Commijtees during thie same period.
There 1s here no ch ANl of the ex-
istiny law of the Churc!
¢ He shall travel at

onference

out the Connexion as the :ral
Conferenc: may direct, and to this
eud shall be rclieved from circuit du-
"

L Y i"" ‘/f il ’:‘.‘Y‘L T‘A
1501 2 The ] r lves
3 wnze which wil comin-enl
itself to the judsinent of all. The

President ought to be relieved from

the

; mzed, wost appropriate ofticial

Appeal, whose decision shall be tina

ter of connexional mterest. 1t shal
be lus (1‘.11_\' to call the attention
such Conferences to any case )
the Discipline of the Church has nos
been dll]_)' observed, or the law of !
Church contravened, and in case
matter cannot be adjusted, it
his duty to refer it to the Cou

WO

I for one don't like the 1dea of
President of this General Conference
voing to an Annual Conference
ly as a visitor who may tolerated
and received as any ordinary  visitor,
but who has no

the

‘11".1\-
be

recognized  business

there. So 1T have detined a little
what his dutics shall be there. T
bring before them any matter of ey
nexional interest.” I think this

could sometimes be done by the Presi
dent of the General Conference with
better etfect than even by heads of de
partments or the officers appointed by
the various departments. For instanc..
if any great missionary scheme is to ix
inaugurated it would be for the recig
hoad
of the Connexion to brins the matte
before the Annual Conferivices
their sessions, not” to  declare

have decided so and 80, :\HA‘A'_\W u iy
carry it out,” but tolay it before thn,
and ask their co-operation. ihen 1
go onin this way.  ““ It shall he hi
duty to call the attention of suct
Conferences to any case in which t!
Discipline of the Churcli lial

been duly observed, or the law of
Church contravened,” ete.  As thin
now exist, any man may call atto
[ tion to a contravention of the [ 31)
line, bui he is not responsible it
does not do so, and it is not ple
ant thing for a man to do. 1 propes
to make it then the duty of the Pres
dent of the General Conference to ewl’
, the attention of an Annual Contere

to any case in which the law o disciys
line of the Church has not been  disd
observed or in which the law of ths
Church has been contravened.
pose he brings it to the notice of
Annual Conference and that Confe
ence does not take any action in
case and nothine is done, | want t
provide some means of reaclhinme:  snch

| cases, and 8o | say that it shall not tw

optional but the duty of the
dent of the General Conference 1o
fer it to the duly constituted
appeal where it may have a fair. trid
upon its merits and receive a fair |
of course, thi
final « the

gal decision, making,
dec'sion of that court
question of law.

n
D. ““ He shall have authority ta
rule in any question of law subinitte

to him, provided, however, that if the
Annual Conference :

or .LZA_,' ,.1-:.u}~~-
| thereof dissent from the ruling they
| may appeal the case to the oneral

Conference Special Committee, whos o
decision shall be final.”
This simply provides that any quce-

| tion of law or appeal may lic for rul-

ing to the man who by the appoint-
ment of this Conference represents
shall I say, the legislative functions of

the Church, the legal aspect  of

ouy

!
Church ecomony.  He may be asked
for his ruling provided also that an

Annual Conference or any membes
thereof may dissent from his ruling
and appeal to the duly constituted
court of appeal, and their deci
shall be final in such case.

6. ‘“ He shall have authority te
arrange by consultation with the
Presidents of the Annual Conferences
concerned for the transfer of minis-
ters from one Conference to another
provided, bowever, that any brothes
whom it is proposed to transfer shaly
be notified at least one month  before-
the transfer is made, and shall, if he
think himself aggrieved, have the
right to appeal to the Special Commit-
tee of his own Conference, who shalk
determine finally whether ‘the
fer shall take etfect.”

1810 N

trans-

Suﬂ'cr a “nnl |;f t:‘;]»l‘l“:n’iwn !;«-:‘(
which may relicre some misapprchen-

sions with regard to our present law of

transfers. I know that there s

o
strong objection in the minds BOIIE
to the law as it now stands on the

statute book, and that they think i
was framed by a small numt with a
view of taking from the Annua! Con-
fercnce some of their riches. L ¢
say, to thro livht on thi T
tl in the Conferenze of 1
9 1t ted 1 Itin
b et hith
H! ! 1worl
nexion. N !
Corisn 1 .
1 S if ]
same the resprolistt I J




