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" this period were intense and interesting. He thus

“which has sinee shone upon our Mission i

T4 ‘THE WESLEYAN.

one Circuit in Fugland as youare now ; but do not
kill yourself. I am almnst anzry with you for shor-
tening yvour usefil Life.” His zeal and love for souls,

‘Wa<as the “fire upon the Jewish altar,” always burn-

ing 5 and to the M issionary devotion of his carly life
doubtless it was ow tiag, that he 50 soon eame upon the
vupernwncrary list @ but he worked while it was day,
Wiith the vencrable Wesley and Dr. Coke he kept up
a regular correspondence, and to his Judgment they
paid considerable deference. In their letters to him,
they epeak of himi in terms of warm commendation ;
wnd therefore it was that so early as 1789, three
Years from the commencement of hig regular itiner—
aucy, we find himn appointed as ¢ residing Elder, or
#encral Superintendent of the lissions” in Nova-
Seatin, New-Brunswick, and Newfoundland” The.
estimation in which he was held by Dr. Coke (on
whom then rested the principal management of the
foreign Missions)may be secn from the following fact,
—that the Doctor wished him to take the genera)
superirtendence of the. Missions in the Leeward
Islande. po this.appeintment Mr. Black acceded ;
and. as preparatory to his entering upon the regular
pecformance of ity onerous duties, visited, in. the
Year 174, in company with the Doctor, the scene of
his intended labours, The exercises of his mind at

rets them before ys :— To-morrow we are to sail for
St. Lustatius. O my Lord, let thy presence 2o with
us 5 oandat’ it is not for thy glory that I should g0 10
the West Indies, let me not go ! [ desire not to
choose for myself : rather let infinite wisdom choose
for me. Sometimes the thought of going to those
islands appears to e like death and the grave ; but
I feel resigned. ¢ Not my will, but thine be done 1 *
The day atter they sailed, he thus writes in his jour-
nal :— My preat desire is to enjoy God, and to live
in his will. Away, ye earthly loves, and leave me
12 thy God '  His love, hjs favour, his will, are
dearer to me than life itself. O, what is life without
Lim 2 But a duy, empty round 1 . This submissive
rtate of mind he held fase throughout the voyage ;
for we find him, when approaching its close, thys
recording his feelings : .o | have had much pleasure
thisevening in wmy closet dutics, | said, with the (js-

bling the bleak asd gloomy coasts of lhemn
whichthey resided. After three years’ toil and dix.
appointinent, he was the means of effecting mych
gool. He established a society 5 but its discipline apg
modes ot worship, owing to the peculiar relations in
whieh he stood, had neither the simplicity nor the
freedom of Methodism in England.  This want of
independence marred, in some consideral,le degree,
the good which had been eifected.  Mr. Black there.
fore found religion at a very low ebb ou lhis arrivaj,
He observes : ¢ | reached Carboncar, where | wyg
joyfully received by B. M’Geary, a Methodist preach-
er. He said he had been weeping hefore the Lorg
over his lonely situation, and the dendness of the
people, and that my coming was like life fron
the dead to him. There wus a great work here,
a number of years ago, under the Mministry of
Mr. Coughlun; but some of the fruits of it are gone
to heaven, some gone back unto the world, and now
only about fifteen women meet in class.” The arrj.
val of Mr. Black retrieved the Mission from aban-
donment, (for Mr. M’Geary had determined to leave
the island) and laid the foundation of jts future Iros-

ciples on Mount ‘Tabor, 1t jq gnod to be here.’ |
feel thankful at the thought that infinite wisdom ja at
the helin of afivirs, and directs the whole ; and here
Wy soul would rest.  ILag me cheerfully po wherever
thy providence anpoints, Though the flesh would
incline me to prefer Fngland 1o any other part of the
world, especinlly to the sultry climes of the West In-
dies, vet | wisii to walk not nfter the wili of the flesh,

but afier the will of my God. Sovercign of the
world, sanctify my will ' Let all within me he iy
fueet subjection to thyself, . A thousand times rather
wonld I die, than live (o B against sych goodnessx
and purity as are in thee, To lose 1y place in the
rale"of being, would be a less evil, than to luse the
imaze of God, and sink into the base drudgery of sin,
and the vassalage of Satan.»

His stay, however, in the West Indies wase short,
The brathren in the Nova-Seotia Distri(:mhnu:ht his
removal from Among them would he antended with
miury to the Mission ; and making their opinion
known to Dr. Cuke, he was coitinued ig bis former
Btution; :

In July 1791, he visited the island of Newfound-
Licd. “The result was 4 larze accession 10 the Metha-
it society there, and the dawn of that brighter day
stand, Newfoundland had carly engaged the ’u:(h::
tion of Mr, Wesley. Some YEArs previous to the
visit of Mr, Black, Mr. Wesley, and Lndy Hunting:
don had prevailed on the Bishop of Bristel 10 g.ve
episcopal ordination to Laurence Coughlan, wh, had

ur severnl years travelled . in our Connexion, He
Wos sent thither. On his arrival he found the fhora)

perity.  His visit to Newfoundland may be consider-
ed as forming the most uselul and interesting poriion
of his Missionary life. As such, hethought it himselr,
and spoke of it to the last with feelings of great plea-
sure. He was indeed to that land as the niessenger
of mercy. No sooner did he open his providential em-
bassy, than the Lord crowned his labours with syc-
cess, and a blessed revival broke forth, marked by
depth, and extent, and all the charncters of a work
truly divine. No less than tywo hundred souls were
converted to God during his bricf sojourn in Concep-
tion Bay. Nor are the:fruits of that visit to be limit-
ed by its immediate results. He organized Metho-
disin, settled the Mission property, and secured it to
the Counexion, increased and inspirited the society,
and, by laying their case before Mr. Wesley, obtain-,
ed for them the help they needed. Heo then left their
shores, nd thus describes the circumstances con-
nected with his dep:rture : o | think I never had so
affecting a parting with any people before in iy life.
It was hard work 1o tear away from them. | was
nearly an hour shaking hands with them, some twice
and thrice over ; and even then we hardly knew how
to part ; ‘but 1 ae Jase rushed from amonz them, and
left them weeping as for an only sou.”” Iy New-
foundluand, though mnst of those who knew him have
passed nwuy, Lis memory is still hlesged.

: H_e reached Nova-Seotia from this Missionary ex-
cursion in Octoher, 1791, after a rough and danger-
OUs passare.  But here pew trials awaited him.
* Ou my arrival,” he BAYy3, ¢ | way sorry to tind that
some painful and difficult circumstances hud occured,
I consequence of which Mr. M—— s gut of society,
and we bave no meeting-house to preach in. Lord,
make all things to work for the best 10 Ay M—
continued for some time untractable, and wonld
agrec to no arrangements either for selling or letting
the preaching-house. The mind of Mr. Black was
Inuch exercised ; but on (his occasion, as on napy
others, he found. g comforter in the excellent womean
who was so truly a help meet for him.  Several let-
ters had passed hetween bim and Mr, M—— who was
still obstinate. ¢ | Was much aflcred,” gqj he, “in
reading the letters, The Lord pity that untoward
man ! But the following letter from my dear wife
much comiorted me. She says, ¢ Blessed be God,
You huave a friend who can and will bear you up
under all your triylg, Fain woulq | help to bear
your burdens ; for they are great aq present. Long
hu.a our heaw;nly Father kept us from almost every
thing that might disurb our peace ; but at length he
sees fit in his godly Wisdom 1o try us; but O ! be
faithful unto the end. May our gracious Lord be
= [vqu, to bless, direct, and comfort you.” The
unyielding disposition of Mr. M—__ rendered it ne-
cessary that measures should be used to procure

aad spiritusl conditipn of the people 100 inuch regein.
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