seem to
r, cloth-
as long

close tg'
to shove
Collar at
ry thick
houlders,
to make
f  wood
uckle up
n it will

the

ependent
season,
that is
in only
8 a more
his time
1 atten-

) have
the foal
rtion to
at . the
stallion
ver-feed-
er-work,
ient in
| energy
sfactory
e vigor-
je-breed-
e ‘“‘stud
months, °
breeders
to hear
red to\
atement
kept, it
a small
while if
the per-
» condi-
ere the-
portion
pections
import-
mber of
e said .
re - wil-
nent to
e kept
stated,
xercise.
rove as

is own
8 sure,
ed out
y, and,
1fficient
physic-

stallion
ng cer-
nts. In
 of a
nbition
le, and
Under
» is in
ich re-
change
of food
t what
) horse
te gets
h.) He
h only
in the
all he
uld be
d oats,
't them
whole
ion to
eal or
weekly,
s oats,
should

- mares to which a sire shoul

APRIL 24, 19138

w -

-

usually such that it can be given frequently, and
the horse should not be stinted to water three
‘times daily. He should be given water both
pefore and after meals, and when convenient be-
tween meals, and especially should he be watered
after the evening feed when he is generally ‘‘fixed
up’’ for the night. Of course, all food and
water should be -of first-class quality, or at least
of fair quality It is wiser td®allow him to go
hungry or: thirsty for a few hours than to allow
him to eat. food or drink water of decidedly poor
quality. = The former will cause some temporary
suffering, While the latter is very liable to cause
gerious digestive trouble. All practising veterin-
arians have noticed that stallicns on the route
are much more liable to digestive diseases than
those which stand at home, and they have also
noticed thd&t such cases are very hard to
treat and frequently end fatally. These facts are
largely due to mistaken kindness on the:part of
the groom, who overfeeds, or gives food of poor
quality to travel him from stand to stand cm a
hot day too soon after a Hearty meal. Sexual
‘excitement, frequent changes in food and water,
and travelling in hot weather tend to weaken the
digestive organs and predisposing to disease of
them, hence the groom should recognize the
danger and endeavor to avoid exciting causes,
even if by doing so his horse should fail in con-
dition. ASB in horses in general such diseases are
more frequently caused by over-feeding than by
.under-feeding. \ |

The satisfactory regulation of the number of
be bred in a given
time, is probably the most difficult question for
the groom to arrange. If stallions were limited
to two services daily, there would be a larger
percentage of foals and much fewer return ser-
vices. We know that it is hard for a groom to
refuse a mare because his horse has bred twice
during the day, and provided he has been with-
out service fur a day or two he may be excused
for breeding him to four mares in a day, with an
interval of at least three hours between services.
The average groom considers that one hour be-
tween services is safficient, and this may take
place indefinitely, sometimes well on into the night,
but if he values the reputation of the horse as a
sire he must recognize that even a stallion has
his limits, and that breeding him to too many
mares in a limited time, while it affords grounds
for present boasting, cannot fail to eventually
injure his reputation. Under such conditions a
horse frequentiy refuses to serve and this is a
great humiliation to the groom.

In other cases a horse that is not over-work-
ed is very slow. The veterinarian is quite famil-
iar with such tales of woe from grooms, who
want drugs that will act as stimulants to the
generative organs (called aphrodisiacs). The re-
putable practitioner refuses to accommodAte him,
as while drugs of this nature will cause the stal-
lion to apparently perform the functions of a sire
he will not reproduce, and the practice is doing
an injustica to the owners of the mares, who
otherwise would seek the services of another
horse. In addition to this, the repeated admin-
istration of aphrodisiacs has a tendency to ex-
haust the organs from over-stimulation, and pro-
duce permanent impotency. Unfortunately, some
grooms know the drugs which act this way and
use them without consulting their employers or
their veterinarians, and cases are not uncommon®
where over-dases or too often repeated doses have
done serious harm. WHIP.

___ LIVE STOCK.

No flock-master should neglect to dock all his
lambs, nor should he neglect to castrate all males
not intended for breeding purposes.

Experiments carried on at the Central Experi-
ment Farm, Ottawa, indicate that feed flour may
be fed to swine as a substitute for oats and
barley with good results.

“It is an undisputed fact that the manure of
sheep is much richer than that of other live stock
with the exception of that of chickens, and
furthermore, they themselves spread their manure
more evenly on the land than any wuanure spread-
er can do that has as yet been invented. A
good heavy crop of grain, corn or vegetables may
be expected when a coat of sheep manure has
been applied to the land.”’—Frank Kleinheinz.

““Keep enough stock”of some kind to con-
sume the products of the farm on the farm ; keep
enough, but not more than you can keep well.
Keep the best. Do not think you must raise
everything ; things that do not pay gre hest left
to someone else.”” This is“a bit of excellant ad-
vice given by a well-known Farmers’ Tnstitute
lecturer of Wisconsin.  + It applies to Wisconsin
and everywhere else where stock-farming or mixed
farming are carried on.

" only fed in

THE FARMER’S ADVOCATE.

Aporrespondent discussing sheep on the grain
farm in our Western contemporary ‘““IT'he Farmer’s
Advocate and Home Journal,”” of Winnipeg,
States that, as far as his experience goes, they
I‘Ja.ve no disadvantages, he considering them the
‘backbone’’ of his grain farm. On his farm of
260 acres he produced, previous to getting a
ﬂpck of sheep, 2,000 bushels of wheat per year,
Since purchasing a flock he has been able to pro-
duce 2,000 bushels of wheat each year, and has
the sheep profits besides. Another wriiter on the
Ssame subject says: ‘The man with a flock of
sheep on his farm is on the way to the true goal

of every good farmer—more crops and better
crops.”’”’

Care of the Brood S.ow‘ and Her
Litter.

Editor ‘“The Farmer’s Advocate.’’ :

A great deal of the success in pig rearing de-
pends on the care and management of the brood
sow before and after her farrowing period. Im-
properly fed sows have weak litters, and they
make poor mothers. If the sow is properly fed
and handled before and after farrowing, the
difficulties that occur at this time should be .re-
duced to a minimum. In feeding the pregnant
sow, it is necessary to remember that a ration
must be provided that will grow muscle, bone
and tissue l,esides maintaining her bodily needs.
Young brood sows require a ration containing
more protein and mineral matter than older ones
because they are still developing, and in addition
to foetal growth they have\to provide material
for the growth of their Lody. Highly concen-
trated food such as corn should be avoided, and
limited quantities. A light grain
ration consisting of eqfial parts of corn, oats,
barley and shorts does well. 1n addition to the
grain they should receive a considerable amount
of roots, as roots tend to aid digestion and
assimilation. Alfalfa and ¢lover hay are excel-
lent, being much relished besides supplying pro-
tein.

A properly Lalanced ration is mnecessary for
the sow, but she will not be in the most perfect
health unless along with it she receives abun-
dance of exercise. Every brood sow should
have a yard to run in, and the barnyard on the
average farm is perhaps the most satisfactory.
Given access to the barnyard, the brood sow is
quite contented and will move about freely. A
small sleeping house may be provided, or a small
corner closed off from an open shed will serve the
purpose very well. ‘ :

As farrowing timé approaches, the sow re-
quires special attention. The farrowing pen
should be made ready, and at least a week -be-
fore farrowing the sow should be moved to her
new quarters. This gives her time to become
accustomed to her new surroundings, and become
acquainted with her attendant, She should. now
be. fed lightly. Too likeral feeding : at .this
period tends towards an excessive flow of milk
at farrowing time the result being a caked and
inflamed udder, the mother is irritable and thus
more liable to injure her litter. The ration may
be adjusted by reducing the amounts of grain,
and increasing the nitrogenous roughage. . In-
troduce bran into the grain ration. The in-
crease in bulky foods satisfies the appetite and
supplies the much needed protein. - )

Provided the sow is in perfect health there
will be little difficulty at farrowing time, and she
will require comparatively little attention further
than to see that the young pigs are able to take
their first meal, and that the amount of straw
in the bed is limited and clean. A plank guard
should be placed six inches to eight inches from
the floor around the side of the pen to keep the
mother from lying on the little pigs. After far-
rowing the sow should . be left quiet for at least
twenty-four hours. No food should be given,

A roadside scene in P. E. 1.

r

S T S A S A T BT S T B S

Full and Contented. :
The road is not the best place to pasture the catile,
some ‘weeds and unsightly herbage. i
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ouly an occasional drink of water that has had
the chill removed from it. The second day a
very light siop may be given, and from then on
the feed gradually increased. Young sows may
be placed on full feed in two weeks, older sows
may be delayed loniger. There is always a
danger at this period of Producing an oversupply
of milk by over feeding. - As the little pigs reach
the age of from two to three weeks this danger
is removed, and the sow may be pPlaced on a full
ration. : : b » W
It should by remembered that at this period:
the foud must be of a highly developing nature.
The food must develop *the bone, muscle and
tissue of the young pigs:through the agency of
their mother. . .. Py o
At the age of three to four weeks the young -
pigs begin to eat a little of their mother’s food,

and as the mother’s milk does not’ increase ti
should be encouragéd:.to Yeit: either with their
mother or by themselves. .:A separate “trough in’
which is placed a thin slop of skim milk, shorts
and low-grade wheat, flour is excellent.

At the age of six weeks the young pigs sho
have learned to eat’ for themelves, ‘and may be
weaned. This is the critical period in the young
pig’s life, and the change.must bLe made cautious-
ly and gradually. Remove them from their
mother for a few hours every day, 1 :

8 they are

T

the period each time until in a few day
removed entirely. : HEi
The sow should now be removed out of hear-
ing, and in a few days she -will dry up complete-
ly. Increase the amount of skim milk and meal
for the little pigs to make up for the loss of
dam’s milk. They will require to be fed three
or four times a day for ‘a couple of monti
Pigs at this age require a high protein ration
with considerable mineral matter. Some wal
should be added to the skim milk, and 3
amounts of tankage or animal meal. will i
mineral matter to the meal ration of sherts and
wheat flour. Skilled feeding at this period, coms
bined with clean quarters, fresh air and exercise,
go a long way to the production of cheap pork
at six months of age. 3 ; e
Macdonald College, P. Q. A. A. MacMILLAN.

Big Pigs and Young.
. Bditor ‘“The Farmer’s Advocate.” :

Seeing that your columms are open ‘for
cussion on the pig-feeding question, my exp
may be of interest. I notice that some: of
feeders who have written  feed - chop dry,
would not think of feeding it any other v
I fed some in-this way years:ago, but ga _
up, because I considered that the .pigs wasted
too much. One of \the. writers said he had pigs .
weigh 250° pounds at seven months of 'age, and

thought he was doing pretty well. I nearly. al:
ways get my hogs to weigh 250 pounds between
six and seven months .of age, and one lot -

recently, - three in. number, tipped the - scales
1,090, an average of 863 pounds at seven-and &

half months of age. ‘These pigs were not fed

anv dry meal. They were fod three times

morning, one-third oats and two-thirds _

' chop ground together, soaked from the nigh be-
fore: at noomn, corn in ear, and at night: cho

again soakéd from the-morning.  These pigs w

not shut.up in a pen that had an upstalirs sleep-

ing place, but had plenty of room .in two pens

eight feet by twelve feet. They were along with

nine others, and all fed out of the same trough

Middlesex Co., Ont. ROBERT WEBSTER.

[Note.—These contributions are becoming m
a battle of weight at a certain age than outlines
of feeding methads. Few- correspondents ha
given any figures showing: how much feed of the
kind they were feeding it takes to make:a hun-
dredweight of pork, and: few have outlined the
amounts of feed required by pigs of various
ages.—Rditor. ] ' Tl
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