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'A‘thing, except the teaming.
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.
require before they sell. lHuL what I would like
to do 1is to try and see if my intelligence could
pot make that future farm pay for itself, interest
and all ; if not, I am not going to receive the
due interest on what 1 pay down on the place.
Let me end up this little complaint with the ex-
pression that, as a rule, the renter has the hardest
row to hoe, good years or bad, and, therefore, his
discmn'ug’cment tends to make him a poor agricul-
turist.. ' C. W. SAGE.
gimcoe Co., Ont.

FEBRUARY 22,

Cost of a 53-foot Silo.

’

Editor- ** The Farmer's Advocate’

During May, 1911, we huilt oar silo—solid con-
crete wall. Our original intention was to build a
14 x 40-ft. structure, but the builder we could
get to build most convenicntly when we wanted
had the steel building rings only for a 12-foot
gilo, so, to get the capacity we wanted, we built
the cement 53 fret high. We are well pleased now
we did so. Had we to build again, we would
build the same size, believing we have.a bhettor
silo than a 14 x 40-ft. There is no trouble what-
ever in filling. The silo stands at the side of
the gangway in the barn, and we have to elevale
the corn about 39 feet. The following we tigure

the cost :
Building :—
514 Barrels cement, at $1.75.... $90.12
b 58 yards gravel, at 40c. 23.20
20 loads stone, at 40c. .............. 8.00
150 1bs. barb wire, at 3lc. ......... 4.87
95 feet stecl ladder, at 25c. ... 6.25
3 men, 10} days, at $2.50 ... 78.75
9 men, 10} davs, at $2.00 ... 42.00
Teaming cement ... ... e e 12.00
- $265.19
Plastering :—
5 barrels cement on inside ... % 75

3 parrels cement on outside
10 bushels lime .
25 pounds lampblack, at 5 oamp—

(R e o]
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[

5 yards sand, at 40c. 2.00
Paint for blocking off ........co..oiiins 1.25
3 men, 2} davs, at $2.50 . 18.75
2 men, 2} days, at $2.00 ... 10.00
1 man, painting, 3 days, at &2 50.. 7.50
- $ 58.55
" Roof :(—
Bolts for rafters, and nails ....% 1.00
Rafters, 2 x 4, 72 Ject 3.16
Sheeting, 200 feet 5.00
Galvanized sheeting . 22.45
Ball and we.ither vance . 215
Window ... ... ... ..... ) 00
Time, 3 days, at $2.50 7.50
- § 4216
Chute :—
200 feet scantling £ 5.00
300 fe. t siding o 6.00
90 fect plank for 9 doors . 2.00
Nails, bolts and hooks built in .
silo to hold ladder and chute.. 2.00
Time, 1% days, at $2.50 . 425
- $ 19.25
Rent ol building iings $10.00
Rent of hand cement mixer 5.00
Moving builder's outfit 4.00
Iixcavating foundation 10.00

s o i 2900

Total $414.15
The gravel, sand and stonce did not cost any-
We did this work in
vinter with our farm teams and sleighs, and have
charged up regular teaming wages. To the wages
paid we have added 50 cents a day for hoard of
men We paid 50 cents a day less in cash than
the amounts stated in the account, with board.
The cash outlay was not as large as would ap-
pear, as we ourselves did all the work on the
chite, doors, roof, ladders, painting and blocking
off, teaming, ete.

‘T"he barb wire

was used for reinforeing : a

“rope,”” made by twisting two strands together,
was placed in the wall every 24 feet. The 25-ft.
&leol ladder is fastened from the filling window in
thi roof, secured to iron hooks built in the cement
dov i the side of the silo. The bottom of this
Ity s easily reached by an  ordinary farm

b il doy I{ is better than having the steel ladder
it to {he ground, when there would be danger
O iildren and others climbing where and when

! honuld not. The lamphlack was uscd  to
C the outside plaster. The lamphli paint
Iloecking off are not absolutely necessary,

it h we consider it money well spent We have

a with a nerat anpearance, an orna nent 1o

Fivtam The roof is made of goad walvanized

Woe got it cut and soldered of the tin-

pach <ide js soldered, amd vivetted in

) d picee 12 feet long, 61t W il it the
taperings ont at the 1on
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Rotation and Tillage in Relation
to Corn Culture.

More corn is heine grown every year in Canada.

The increase in

in tiie last five

acreage of corn grown for silage
years is 21 per cent greater than
in the five years preceding, said Prof. L. -S. Klinck
at the Ontario Corn Show in Tilbury, in an ad-
dress on ““ Rotation and Tillage in Corn Culture.”

There are three
growing :

1. Good seed. That is, seed that will germi-
nate strongly, and that is of a good variet_\:.

2. Thorough and systematic manuring and cul-
tivation, and

3. Rotation.

If there is much diffcrence of soil on-the various
parts of the fleld on which hoed crops ave to be
grown, choose the warmest, the driest and the hrest
side for corn, and the moister, harder part for
root crops. Corn is a gross feeder, but not a
good forager. TLet a grain or two of oats fall
on a piece of overturned sod, and, without any
cultivation, there will spring up a vigorous bunch
of dark-green leaves which will produce heads and
ripen good grain. The oat plant is a good for-
ager. Should some kernels of corn be let drop in
a similar situation, and be also left without culti-
vation, the plants would he feeble, little more
than leaves being produced, and the height at-
tained scarcely greater than that of the oats.

requisites for saccess in  corn-

it happens to be handy or as the notion strikes at

the time.

There is nothing lik» clover sod for corn. In

nrany places couch or quack grass has alinost got
possession of the fields, and when it is prevalent
where corn is to
should not be deferred to one season ol

with it
special
it should be the year before, at least.

be planted, the battle

cultivation ;

~As soon as possible after hay has been cut, we

prlow about three inches deep, and roll firmly  at
once. Then harrow lengthwise a few time-, driv-
ing the harrow at a half lap, and after a while
disk and bring roots to the top. After the roots
are dry and dead we plow again, but considerably
deeper. What little manure is on hand is anplied
to the surface in the fall, but the great bul'c of it
is applied fresh in winter, at the rate of twenty
tons per acrc. Until the snow gets deeo, it s
spread, but afterwards it is put in piles, not in
little heaps, such as we commonly se: but in

larger piles about twenty feet apart each way.
Before frost is out in spring, a wagon is driven
over them, and the piles knocked of their snow

hases and spread at once. As soon as fpossible,
the field is plowed with a shallow furrow, and ma-
nure covered.

Another system is to leave clover sod till the
middle of May, and then plow both clover and ma-
nure under. On land treated in this way corn
maves a slower growth at first, and keeps green
longer in the fall. We have used commercial ferti-
lizers but little, though we have found that super-
phosphate hastens
ripening.

It pays eJery
time to put a great
deal of work on the
land before corn is
planted. If a heavy
rain comcs on when
the field is ready for
planting, it is wiser
to wait a while and
rework it, rather
than plant some-
what earlier on the
surface as it is.

We obtain our
sced from South-
western Ontario,and
always in the ear.
Have our supply on
hand for next year
already. White-cap
and I.eaming vari-
eties suit us for en-
silage purposes very
well. Red cob is
much too late. But
there is much differ-
erence in strains, as
well as, in varieties.
Careful experiments
have shown as much
as twelve bushels of
grain per acre dif-
ference betwcen
strains of the same
variety of corn.
Corn-growers in
these southwestern
counties should be
particular as to the
vitality of the seed
corn they sell. At
a convention of
farmers in Ottawa,
recently, there were

Silo 53 Feet High.
Built by John Taylor

(Corn, to do well, neceds generous treatment,
plenty of manuire and thorough cultivation.

A series of experiments conducted at Urbana,
111., demonstrated the benefits .of crop rotation. On
one plot, the soil being ideal for corn, corn was
grown twenty-nine years in succession, without
manure. The first year the crop yielded 70 bush-
els per acre; the thirteenth year, 35 bushels per
acre; the twenty-ninth year, 27 bushels per acre.
Where corn and oats were grown alternately on
similar soil, without manure, for the same length
of time, corn yielded the first year 70 bushels per
acre: the thirteenth year, 62 bushels per acre, and
the twenty-ninth year, 46 bushels .per acre. When
coin, oats and clover were grown successively in
rolation, without manure, the corn yielded, the
Jfirst year, 70 bushels per acre; ‘the thirteenth year,
66 bushels per acre; the twenty-ninth year, 53
bhushels per acre.

It will he seen, from the results of these experi-
ments how large a place rotation fills in securing
continued large yiclds.
crops 1s beneficial is not alone he-

The reason why a succes-
sion of different
canse each extracts special elements from the soil,

it partly, al-o, hecanse theyv feed at different
ties of thie vear (‘rop rotation should he svste
vipait i nl o 1S with so man. farn.e s, just as

(Jr.), Oakdale Farm, Waterloo Co., Ont.

two men ‘‘ boiling
mad ”’ because th:
s*e¢d they had pro-
cared from this sec-
tion was no good.
One of the men claimed to have in that way in-
curred a loss of $500.

1 do not feel like blaming too much the man
who sold the seed. He probably was ignorant of
the lack of germinating power .in the corn he sold.
There were two to blame : the seller, who should
not have sold such stuff for seed, and the buyer,
who should have tested it before planting. The
time is at hand when the grower and seller of seed
corn should test and be able to guarantee what he
sells to he good. He should be able to answer
in the affirmative four questions concerning the
corn he offers for sale : First, will it grow ? sec-
ond, will it yield ? third, will it mature? fourth,
has it some bhreeding ?

I'or hill corn, we plant five grains to each hill.
We prepare in this way for some ravages fromn cut-
worms or bhirds. Three good stalks to each hill
is best, and is what we try to get. When grown
in rows for ensilage, the best quality and propor-
tion of ear to stalk is secured when rows are 42

inches avart, and stalks average one foot apart
in the row. If cultivation is begun hefore the
corn is up, it is better to have too much sced
rather than just enough.

rood practice to rn har-
cultivate once a

It is a common andl

row  Crosswise o e° rows We
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