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250 THE FARMER’S ADVOCATE.
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I'arm products have always.constituted a large to be an impossible job Vor ohvT«„dedare * 
part of the imports of the United States, but not land owners do not like it and hence tF reas°t>s
the preponderant share that such products hold in the Budget to the verdict of the net; referr«l
thb-rt XPf°rttutrnde' 'n Ul° bfties' only about ono‘ do not object so much to the taxation”' , ^

PCBUSHKD weekly by îhèir,^ 1 lmP°,t6 "',e.re fnrm Products. But "windfalls,” and in respect of land • km ,their
THE WILLIAM WELD COMPANY (L,„rr,D) Iheir importance gradually increased, and in 1875, rise” in an urban area, on which taxes a f°r a

------------ 11 d 1 Ie CentUr-v' aSricultural products have not hitherto been ievjed, it ,s 1 rat*
JOHN WELD, Manager up just about one-half of the total, in some that it is quite fair something should h y aSreed

------------ years ns.ng above and in some years falling below on such for the benefit of the com char8ed
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Sk^Md. Newfoundland and New Zealand, $,.fo pe; yeAr, ,n ce,>dcd by $74,000,000 her total imports of prod- f in Z ’ n 1 became °perative
states * per year„wh,'n not paid in advance. United ucts of the farm soon as the 1' inance Bill passed the second
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* THB LAW IS. that all subscribers to newspaper, are held reapon- FfIf1901;1905> the average was
d'iïïï, U.?tl arrearages arc paid and their paper ordered tT be '"5. ,7. Of this increase of $2.96 per capita, 55

« REMITTANCES c i, , , CW,'.S ,was d"e to increased imports of silk, 55
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mmoivkn.** b*' FULL NAM* and rosr-oEFKE address must

». WHEN A REPLY BY MAIL IS REQUIRED 
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** ILETTERS intended for publication should be written 
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Wm are always pleased to receive practical articles. For such is
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revenue must be found 
m other directions, and there rnn be no doubt 
that the ideal method of raising it is by assessing 
men according to their means and substance. The 
problem is to find out what these amount to in 

The Treasury must get money 
and not unnaturally it takes the line of least re-’ 
sistance in collecting it. Lands and heritages 
cannot he hid, and they are therefore the first at
tacked, but all the same there is inherent unfair
ness in taxing a man who invests his £2,000 in 
land, while the man who invests his £2,000 in 
Consols gets off free. The problem is by no 
an easy one, and the alternative of the Unionist 
party appears to he : Raise the revenue by 
of a tariff

m

to vege- 
cents to wool,

any given case.

fruits, 10 cents 
. to vegetable

,(1';°3rinS Uie lwo periods, 1851-1855 and 
1901-190.1, it is found that in fifty years imports 
of cofiee increased from 7 to 1 2 pounds 
imports of tea from J to 1.2 pounds 
of sugar from 17 to 46 pounds 
during tlie half century, imports 
tobacco doubled, and imports of 

Import prices show 
Cheese rose from 9

to Urgent
per capita, 

and imports 
per capita; while, 
of manufactured

meanson one

means
on manufactured goods, and on all 

forms of imports which compete with home prod
ucts. It needs no Adam Smith to recognize that 
here is a very big problem, and those who plead 
loi I arid Reform have certainly had considerable 
encouragement from the results of the elections in 
the Fnglish boroughs and counties. In Scotland 
it has been otherwise, and, on the whole, the re
sults here must he regarded as giving a general 
approval to the Budget, and a repudiation of 

1 ai iff Reform. The net result of the election ap
pears to be to place the Asquith f 1 overnment 
again in power. In the fight some have fallen 
who occupied foremost places—notably T. W. Rus
sell, the Vice-President, and actual head of the 
Irish Board of Agriculture. A similar fate befell 
his predecessor, Sir Horace 1’lunkett, who prob
ably did more than any man of our time to revive 
the agricultural industry in Ireland.

wool trebled, 
some marked changes.

cents a pound in 1851 to 19 
cents a pound in 1908, and potatoes from 82 to 
.0 cents a bushel during the same period. Manila 
hemp, imported direct from the 
valued at $76 Philippines,

r-SPmore than doubled in price, being rated at $171
hand'°riein-t1908 rhihppine sugar, on the other
bandVlesP improvement in grade, fell from 2 9 

Address-THE FARMERS ADVOCATE, or to 1 , cents a pound during the fifty-eight years
THE WILLIAM WELD COMPANY (Limited), 'T re'1('w- while Cuban fifigar declined from

London, Canada. penner i rlv ' ' n<;s a pound Among the spices,
______ PH»pei advanced from 8.5 to 7.5 cents

while nutmegs fell to 12 
a fifth of the 68 rents

was

as below, and not to am

a pound, 
cents a pound, less than 

recorded m 1851.tefl Why the Half-rate Privileg-e 
Cancelled.

was
A hold Ethiopian stepped out of the wood- 

pile at the Dominion Cattle-breeders' meeting in 
Ioronto, last week, when 
horseman unb hi shingly admitted 
the means of having the railroads 
rate privilege

Our Scottish Letter.
AN ELECTION IN

SIEstF ;II DEATH OF MR. SUFI It.3: I he death of John Speir, perhaps the best- 
T he first month of 1910 is about, over i known tenant-farmer in Scotland, took place with

been a stormy, blustering, snow hail frost . s staidling suddenness on January 25th. Mr. Speir 
thing kind of month, and farin'labor in ti ' V ' ' uas a native of the parish of Dairy, in Ayrshire,

violation lands is far behind, while the terrible „ , "" and shovtl>- before he attained his thirtieth year,
until last fall. 'be closing week of the month has ,r..?"/? °MI1 be ent''red on the occupancy of the large farm of 

creased the anxieties and expenses nf A! VV-n N(‘w,,,n. on the hanks of the Clyde, near to Glas- 
o at Single fare (with [arm':r Wi,h it all we have had a Ceneral 'l C, g h" ' ,uT* had reached th,> sixticth year of his age
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'ate. Naturally, his objection looked good to the P^ing "vprrimrr 
radroad freight agent, and so. as a result of this tn'"‘" norlh 
dog-in-the-manger action. Canadian exhibit 
live stock have the

MIDWINTER.a certain wel 1-known 
that he had lieen| 1

cancel the half- 
one (

i t
on stock going from 

to another, which had been in force 
His argument .was that

t
t
1an exhibitor sending stock, 

say, from London to Toront 
the usual free

J
1 fa «Mr.suddenly snapped.

■ Parish School in Dairy, 
and after leaving it he educated himself by exten
sive reading, wide t 
t ion.

was so
cfc

sure that 
t a ken rave], and accurate obs'erva- 

V man of amazing industry, he toiled in
i' cessantly, and seemed to have an infinite capacity 

for work.
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a rough time 
a party politician at all. and

1 le wrote much, lectured often, and 
a large share <u t lie burden of public respon- 

U hat ever he did
Personally, 1
at this

t ook a
ors of ability. was exceptionally well 

and thoroughly done, and his mind was constantly 
planning anil

not cast any vote. ilprivilege of paying full 
This works out

This
a heart-hatred

and would give a deal to see all 
us-mongermg abolished atl,l 

independence displayed 
labelled.

rat os "i".v unpatriotic, but 1 have
oi party politics,from fair to fair t!

to int induce
for example, as the p;,\ 

ment of practically full return rates by an ex 
. h,tutor living at, say, Maple Lodge, unless he 

lo the inconvenien 
ronto, and 1 hen 
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characters

organizing new developments in 
am icultural practice on his own holding, and new 
experiments in 
dairy problems.
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fortunately, n few members 

i cturned this time w ho do know 
a a iicult lire at first hand 
Ha ir knowledge into 
could ry is anot her matt,

11 w"s difficult to determine 
fore the elect ors

Clmore
ver connection with agricultural and 

Mr Speir was a great traveller, 
twice in Canada, and he may 

far and saw
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practice for the
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of shipping home from To
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was at least 
been oftener.1 ci' : ce ha v 1 le travelled

"IUI h- and whatever he saw of value he put to use 
in his own work.
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good of the

once to London 
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rA ciseems stamped His farm was the Mecca of all 
agricultural visitors to Scotland, and those who
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what the issue be 

really was; yet 
which hulked largeR 
lo with th

at the height of 1 heon this occasion w hen every
' iop was ready for the reaper, got an insight into 
up to date Scottish farming not otherwise attain- 
abla .1 •** had almost constantly several farm 
pupils from Continental countries, eager to learn 
tic best agricultural methods of Scotland. Those 

h" I*•ami themselves under Mr. Speir’s tuition 
had to work, 
and th
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