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tiun sufficiently signed would make it necessary 
(or any member who had displeased his constitu­
ents to come back to his constituency and stand 
(or re-election.

All three o( these measures, the Initiative, the 
Kelerendum and the Recall, are already in opera­
tion in Switzerland, to a limited extent in other 
countries, and in many cities ail over the world. 
In all cases they 
of the people. Would you like to have a simi­
lar check on your representatives in the munici­
pal, provincial and (ederal governments in Can­
ada? Our Folks will have 
press their opinion in the ballots that will be pub­
lished next week in connection with Farm and 
dairy’s Kelerendum. We trust that many of Our 
Folks will take advantage of this, your first 
portunity, of expressing your opinions on 
great public questions of the day.

True Self Government
The successful business in at least nine cases 

out of ten, is the one that is directly under the 
management of the proprietor. Whoever heard of 
a successful business man selecting a manager 
every four or five years and delegating to him the 
management of his entire business I Whoever 
heard of that manager being given such power 
that his employer could not question his actions, 
but must submit to every mistake and extrava­
gance? True the proprietor would have the privi- 

1 incompetent manager at 
but that would be a small
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lege of discharging ai 
the end of his period ; opportunity to ex­

satisfaction.
Of course this hypothesis is absurd. No busi­

ness man could be persuaded to enter into such 
unbusinesslike arrangement. He may dele­

gate the management of various departments to 
various managers, but he will always reserve 
to himself the right to decide on important mat­
ters. And yet it is under this absurd system that 
our country is governed. Every few years we 
elect a party to power and for the next period of 
years we have absolutely no check on their gov­
ernment, except their fear of not being returned 
to power. That this fear is not sufficient to en­
sure economical expenditure, is well proved by 
the fact that we in Canada are to-day the most 
heavily taxed people in the world. Our expendi- 

s for federal taxation alone amount to over 
twenty dollars a head of the population.

Is this growing expenditure unnatural? Have 
any more right to expect good management 

delegate all of the powers of govern­
ment to a few representatives thau the business 

who delegates his powers to a manager? 
Would not some system that retains for the peo­
ple the executive power all of the time be prefer­
able? We have such a system in the Initiative, 
Referendum and Recall, the subjects of the last 
question asked in Farm and Dairy's Referendum 
published on page 10 of this issue.
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OUR QUARANT
We guarantee that every advertlier to this Issue 

Is reliable. We are nble to do this because the adver- 
Using columns of Farm and Dairy are as carefully 
sdltsd as the rsadlng columns, and becauss to protect 
our readers, ws turn away all unscrupulous adver­
tisers. Should any advertiser herein deal dishonestly 
with you ns one ol our paid-in-advance subscribers, we 
will make good the amount of your loss, provided such 
transaction occurs within one month from dnte ol this 
Issue, that It Is reported to us within a week of Its 
occurrence, and that we lind the facte to be as stated. 
It Is a condition of this contract that In writing to 
advertisers you state: “I saw your advertisement in 
Farm and Dairy."

Rogues shall not ply their Unde at the eipense ol 
our subscribers, who are our friends, through the 
medium of these columns; but we shall not attempt to 
adjust trifling disputes between subscribers and honor­
able business men who advertise, nor pay the debts ol 
honest bankrupts.
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IT To Prevent Abuses
The confidence of the people is the only 

and sound basis on which any great business 
can be established and long endure. This is as 
true in the pure bred live stock trade as in any 
other branch of industry. For the most part Can­
adian breeders of live stock have lived up to both 
the letter and the spirit of the command, “Be 
just to all men.” Hence they have established 
the confidence of the public ; not otherwise could 
the pure bred industry in Canada have attained 
the dimensions that it has.

It is regretable, but true, that abuses have be­
gun to creep into the pure bred business. Breed­
ers of dairy cattle perhaps have less to answer 
for than breeders of any other line of live stock. 
Even here, however, such evils as by-bidding at 
sales, the exhibiting of cattle at fairs that are not 
really owned by the exhibitors, and the selling 
of cattle that are known to be diseased, have be­
come more or less prevalent, but hardly as yet 
to an extent to impair public confidence.

Now is the time for the breed associations to 
see that such practices are not persisted in. The 
members of the Holstein-Friesian Association 
will have an opportunity to show their disapproval 
of such practices when at the next annual meet­
ing Mr. J. E. K. Herrick will propose to amend 
Article II of the constitution of the Holstein- 
Friesian Association of Canada, by adding a new 
section to lead as follows:

“To prevent by-bidding at public sales; to 
“punish the sellers of diseased cattle; to pro­
hibit the fraudulent entry at fairs, or the ex- 
“exhibition of cattle not properly transferred. 
“Any breeder found guilty of the violation of 
“the letter and spirit of this section shall for­
feit his privileges and membership.”
Mr. Herrick’s amendment is in accord with the 

spirit of honesty and fait play. It is also in ac­
cord with the best business prece 
later such amendments to the con 
the breed associations will be necessary if public 
confidence is to be retained. If eventually, why 
not now?
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to-IGrasp This Opportunity
We hope that Our Folks will take advantage of 

will give them next week tothe opportunity 
make their views known or the questions that 
will be submitted to them in the form of our Ref 
crendum. One reason we farmers have not wield­
ed the influence in the commuait) that we might, 
has been the fact that we have been divided

5SInitiative, Referendum and Recall
The Referendum is already in operation in 

many of the cities of Canada. Local option in 
temperance matters is an application of the Ref­
erendum. In most cities important money by­
laws have to be submitted to the people for their 
approval, l or instance, the citizens of Toronto 
will themselves decide ere long through a Refer­
endum, whether or not they will purchase their 
street railway system.

The Initiative enables citizens to make their 
laws, when the legislators hesitate to give 

them what they want. Where the Initiative is 
m operation it is provided that when a petition 
signed by a small percentage of the people, usu­
ally five per cent., is presented to a government, 
requesting that certain legislation be submitted 
to the vote of the people, the government is 
forced to comply. Had we the Initiative in Can­
ada, for instance, the farmers, who are in large 
measure opposed to increased military expendi­
ture, could by presenting their petition force 
the government to submit the question of mili­
tary expenditures directly to the people in the 
form of a Referendum, and if the people so de­
cided neither of the policies advocated by the 
political parties could be persisted in, and ex­
penditures would stay where they are. In short, 
these two measures, the Initiative and Referen­
dum, give the people true self-government. They 
enable citizens to keep that check on their re­
presentatives that every good business man would

To refer again to the analogy of the business 
man and his manager ; the proprietor always re­
serves the privilege of discharging his manager 
when he fails to carry out his demands. The 
Recall would give the people the same privilege 
with their representatives in Parliament. A peti-

‘•to
party lines and because, owing to the difficulties 

experience in meeting together and discussing 
find it hard to make our views

hav

public issues, 
known.

The Referendum in Farm and Dairy will give

ptlsl

Rthe 17,000 subscribers of Farm and Dairy an op­
portunity to let the public know what repiesentj 
live farmers think on the subjects under dis- 

As soon as the ballots can be counted
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Wesand the results announced, these results will be 

communicated to Premier Borden and the mem­
bers of his Cabinet, and also to Sir Wilfrid 
Laurier and his chief lieutenants. No political 
party will dare treat such a verdict lightly if Our 
Folks respond in the manner that we hope they 
will. Remember, that the women also are to 
have a chance to make their views known. We 
venture to say that most of the women readers 
of Farm and Dairy are quite as capable of dis­
cussing and voting on these subjects intelligently 
as are the men. It will be interesting to see 
whether the men or the women

they
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mb farming is drudgery. A 
farm run on up-to-date principles by a man who 
understands both the theory and practice of his 

profession and who has the pri
How About 

Mary?

Rule of the thu
the more the ■

the f 
lead iiballots. lira

ing, is a never- 
latisfaction. That

It is our intention to hold a Referendum of this conception of the dignity 
utility of his calling, is Echaracter each year. This year, being 

attempt, we do not anticipate the response will be 
as large as it will be next year Nevertheless, 
we hope Our Folks will seize this opportunity 
and thereby help us to make the views of farmers 
known. Remember every vote—that means your 
vote—will have its influence. The ballots will be 
printed in next week’s issue. They will appear 
only in that issue. These questions 
vote on appear in this number. Look 
if you have not already done so, and decide how 
your votes wil be cast. We anticipate receiving 
your support.

£ending source of satisfaction. That 
why boys go to agricultural college, 

may enable them to cam more in dol 
nts, but a college course also enables 

of life. Hence we pi a

is one rea 

lars and ce
them to get more out of life. Hence we plan to 
send John to college. But how about Mary? 
Housework is drudgery, unless like farming it

s g
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&Housework is drudgery, unless like farming it 

is accompanied by knowledge. It is the function 
of such colleges as Macdonald Hall at Guelph 
and the Ladies' Department of Macdonald Col- 
lege at Stc. Anne de Bellevue to impart the 
knowledge that drives the monotony from wo­
man’s work, even as knowledge makes the work 
of man a pleasure. Is John going to college? 
Then send Mary. too.
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